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BBEAEHUE

CTaHOBNEHNE KOMMYHMKATUBHOM KOMMETEHLMN KaK eaMHCTBA A3bIKOBOM, peyeBon U Co-
LUMOKYNbTYPHON KOMMNETEHUUA CTYLEHTOB CTAaHOBUTCA HEOBXOAMMBIM YC/NIOBMEM YCMELIHOrO
bYHKUMOHNPOBAHMA B MOJIMKY/IbTYPHOM MNPOCTPAHCTBE, KOTOpoe npeanosaraet csobogHoe
obeHne mexay NoabMu pasHbiX CTPaAH U KyAbTyp, rybUHHOE NOHMMAHWE npeacTaBuTenedn
pa3HbIX HAPOA0B.

3HaHMe peanuit CTpaH M3y4yaeMoro fA3blka — HeoTbeM/iemMast YacTb MOJIHOLEHHOro
JNINHTBOKY/IbTYPHOrO 06pa3oBaHMA HA COBPEMEHHOM 3Tane pPasBUTUA  MNOJNKYAbTYPHOro
obLLecTBa, KOraa KynbTypHaa COCTaBAAIOLLAA ABNAETCA OCHOBOMO/AralowWwen ANA OCMbICIEHUA
W UMHTEepnpeTauuuM LOencTBuUii U MOTMBOB MNAPTHEPA B XOAE aKTAa MEMKKY/AbTYPHOM KOM-
MYHUKaLMW.

Mpn WMHTErpauuMm KOMMYHUKATUBHOIO, KOTHUTUBHOIO M COLMOKY/NbTYPHOIO acneKkToB
CTAaHOB/IEHMA MWPOBO33PEHYECKON KApTMHbI A3blkoBoe obpa3oBaHMe 6asupyetcAa Ha
MEXAYHAPOAHON napaaurme, Npu KOTOPOM PyHKUMA A3blKa pacwmpaetcA. A3blK paccmar-
pUBaeTCA He TOJIbKO KaK CaMOCTOATENIbHAA peyeBad [AeATe/bHOCTb, HO M KaK CpeacTBo
obwen p[eATeNbHOCTM B XOA4E Ky/NbTYPOTBOPYECKOrO pPasBUTUA COLMANbHO aKTUBHOM W
CaMOCTOATE/IbHOM JIMYHOCTU CTYAEHTA.

Mpepnaraemoe yyeb6Hoe nocobue paspaboTaHo B cOOTBETCTBMU C TpeboBaHMamK OTOC
BO pgna crygeHTOB OYHOrO OTAeneHUMA no Hanpasnenuto nogrotoskmn 44.03.05 lepa-
rormyeckoe obpasosaHue (c AByMA NPoPUNAMM), U3YYAIOLWMNX aHTIMNCKUIN A3bIK B KayecTse
npoduabHoro.

dopmunpoBaHue y CTYAEHTOB CMOCOOHOCTU K MEXKKY/IbTYPHOM KOMMYHUKALUKU Bbipa-
YKAeTca BO BHEWHEN M BHYTPEHHEW aKTUBHOCTM MNPU  CTAaHOBAEHUM B €ro  CO3HAHWUM
LEeNOoCTHOM KapTMHbl MMpa B npouecce NpUMOOLWEHUA K KOHUENnTyasbHON OCHOBE WHOIO
NIMHrBOCOUMYMa. TBOpYecKas aKTUMBHOCTb oOby4vatoweroca npuobpeTaeT nepBOCTENEHHOE
3HAYeHMe B CTAHOB/IEHUN KOMMYHUKATUBHOM KOMMETEHLMUMN, MPU KOTOPOM yCnewHoe pa3Bu-

The HaBblKOB pe‘-IeBOﬁ AeATENBbHOCTU HaNpAMYHKO CBA3aHO CO CTpeMneHnem K akKTUBHOMY
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Camono/iaraHuio B MMPNpPeaMETHOM, COUMaNbHOMN U AYXOBHOM KyNbTypbl MHOFOHALMOHA/IbHOTO
obuiecTsa.

Lenbto gaHHoro y4yebHoro nocobua ssnaetca ¢GopmupoBaHME Yy CTYAEHTOB KOM-
MYHWKATUBHOW KOMMETEHUMU KaK eANHCTBA A3bIKOBOW, PEYEBOM U COLMOKY/IbTYPHOM Komne-
TEHUMIA B XO4e W3YYeHUss TaKUX KypcoB, Kak: «JIMHrBOCTpaHOBeAeHWe W CTpaHoBedeHue
aHrNOoA3bIYHbIX CTPAH», «/IMHIBOCTPAHOBEAEHWNE U CTpaHOBeAeHUe», «CTpaHOBeAEeHNE CTPaHbI
n3yyaemoro Asbika», «CTpaHoBegeHne BennkobputaHum», «CTpaHOBEAEHMEY» MO C/eAYOWMM

HanpaBaeEHNAM:

— pa3BuTME NPAKTUYECKOTO KOMMYHUKATMBHO-PEYEBOro TBOPYECTBA CTYAEHTOB, 3aK/H0-

yatowerocs B npopeccmoHabHOM OBNAAEHUN HEOBXOAMMbBIMU PEYEBLIMU HaBbIKAMW;

— CTaHOB/NEHWE COLMOKY/NbTYPHOM KOMMETEHUMU B XO4E€ PACCMOTPEHMSA, OCO3HAHUA U
WHTepnpeTauumn peannii UHOWM KyNbTypbl;

— ¢dopmuMpoBaHME KyNbTYPOTBOPYECKOrO MPOCTPAHCTBA CTYAEHTOB B XO4E aKTUBHOIO
OBNaZEHUA CTpaHOBEeAYECKOM WHPOPMaLMein KaK OCHOBbl MPOLLECCa Hay4YHO-MPaAKTUYECKOro
nowucka.

OcHoBol1 nocobusa senAoTcA coBpeMeEHHbIE MeToaNYECKNE NpUHLUUNbI:

- KOMMyHMKaTVIBHOl‘/‘I HanpaB/1EHHOCTH, npep,nonararoumﬁ pPa3BnuTMe KOMMYHUKATUB-

HOM KomMmneTeHUnn Kak eanHCTBa F|3bIKOBOl;'1, pequon n COLI,VIOKyJ'IbTypHOl‘/i KOMI'IETGHL],VIVI,‘

— WHTEPAKTUBHOIrO 06YyYeHMA, OCHOBbLIBAKOWMIACA HA AKTUBHOM B3aMMOZLENCTBUM
y4YacTHMKOB 06pa3oBaTeNbHOro npouecca (CTyAeHT — CTYAEHT, npenogasaTeb — CTYAEHT) npu

COBMECTHOM BKIKOYEHUU O6y‘-IaI-OIJ.I,MXCﬂB eagnHoe TBopyYeCcKoe NPoCTPaHCTBO,

— MWHTerpauumn A3bIKOBOrO MaTepuana M peyvyeBON MPAKTUKM, MO3BONAKOLWMA MNpaK-
TUKOBATb A3bIKOBOM MaTepuan B NPOLECcCe pPeYyeBON [AEATENbHOCTM, a TaKKe pPas3BUTb
npeAcTaBieHHbIM A3bIKOBOM MUHUMYM B CTPAHOBEAUYECKOM KOHTEKCTE.

MaTtepuan pana npakTMYeckoin paboTbl OCHOBaH Ha coaepkaHwu 6a3oBOro Jfek-
LUMOHHOIoO Kypca W npegnonaraeT nostanHoe ¢GopMMpOBaHME KOMMYHMKATMBHOM KoMIe-
TEHLUMM CTYAEHTOBB NPOLECCE PAa3BUTMA BCEX BUAOB PEYEBOM AEATE/NbHOCTY.

Bo BcTynuTenbHOM 4acTu npeacTaBneHbl BBOAHble TeKcTbl (Introductory Texts),

coaepxawme obwme cBeaeHMAa 06 UCTOPUYECKMX, COLMANbHbLIX U NOJUTUYECKUX peanuax
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BennkobputaHmm n CLLUA. C TEKCTOBbIM MaTEPUAIOM PEKOMEHAYETCA 03HAaKOMWUTb CTYAEHTOB
nocne o0630pHOM neKuuun-beceabl C ULENblO 3aKpenneHua obwen uHbopmauum MU
aetannsaumm  GaktoB. 3aTem npeanaratoTCA BOMNPOCbI MO COAEPKAHUID MPOYMTAHHOrO, a
TaKXe 4N1a noc/ieayoLero obcyKaeHns B ayauTtopumn.

MpoekTHaa paboTa CTyAeHTOB Hah WMHAMBUAYANbHO BblOpaHHOM TeMoW npeacTaBaseT
HauBbICWYO GOpPMYy TBOPYECKON aKTUBHOCTM B 061aCTM NMHIBOKY/IbTYPHOIO PasBuTMA MpwU
M3YYEeHUN AUCUMNAWHBI, CBUAETENbCTBYET O [A0OCTaTOYHOM YpOBHE CHOPMMPOBAHHOCTHU
KOMMYHUKATUBHbIX HAaBbIKOB, FOTOBHOCTM CTYAEHTA K aKTMBHOMY MOFPYXEHUIO B MUP WUHOM
KY/IbTYPbl M MEXAYHapOoAHOMY Ky/IbTYyPHOMY OOMeHy. 3awmra KypcoBOro M AWUMNJIOMHOrO
NPOEKTOB B ayAUTOPUM MPU FOTOBHOCTM K TEMATUYECKOM AUCKYCCUMM MOKa3blBaeT YPOBEHb
NMOHMMAHUA W OCO3HAHMA peanuiht WHOM KynbTypbl CTYAEHTOM, VYKasblBAaeT Ha €ero
0CBEe0MJIEHHOCTb, OCMbIC/IEHME U MPUATUE HOPM YYXKOrO KY/JbTYPHOrO COLMYMA, BOCMNTbIBAET

TONEPAHTHOE OTHOLWEHUe K napTHeEpPam no MeMKyanypHoﬁ KOMMYHUKaLUNN.
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INTRODUCTORY TEXTS:THE HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

MODERN GERMANIC LANGUAGES.
THE EARLIEST PERIOD OF GERMANIC HISTORY. PROTO-GERMANIC.
EAST GERMANIC.
NORTH GERMANIC.
WEST GERMANIC.
CHRONOLOGICAL DIVISIONS IN THE HISTORY OF ENGLISH. SHORT SURVEY OF PERIODS

Languages can be classified according to different principles. The historical, or
genealogical classification, groups languages in accordance with their origin from a
common linguistic ancestor.

Genetically, English belongs to the Germanic or Teutonic group of languages,
which is one of the Indo-European (IE) linguistic families. Most of the area of Europe
and large parts of other continents are occupied today by the IE languages, Germanic
being one of their major groups. The total number of people speaking Germanic
languages approaches 400 million plus a number of bilingual people in the countries
where English is used as an official language (50 countries).

The Germanic languages in the modern world are as follows:

English —in Great Britain, Ireland, the USA, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, the
South African Republic and many other former British colonies and dominions;

German - in the Federal Republic of Germany, Austria, Luxemburg,

Liechtenstein, part of Switzerland;



Netherlandish — in the Netherlands and Flanders (Belgium), (known also as
Dutch and Flemish respectively);

Afrikaans — in the South African Republic; Danish —in Denmark;

Swedish — in Sweden and Finland; Norwegian — in Norway; Icelandic — in
Iceland;

Frisian — in some regions of the Netherlands and the Federal Republic of
Germany; Faroese — in the Faroe Islands;

Yiddish — in different countries.

All the Germanic languages are related through their common origin and joint
development at the early stages of history. The survey of their external history will
show where and when the Germanic languages arose and acquired their common
features and also how they have developed into modern independent tongues.

The Earliest Period of Germanic History. Proto-Germanic. The history of the
Germanic group begins with the appearance of what is known as the Proto-Germanic
(PG) language (also termed Common or Primitive Germanic, Primitive Teutonic and
simply Germanic). PG is the linguistic ancestor or the parent language of the
Germanic group. It is supposed to have split from related IE tongues sometime
between the 15th and 10th centuries B.C.

As the Indo-Europeans extended over a larger territory the ancient Germans or
Teutons moved further north than other tribes and settled on the southern coast of
the Baltic Sea in the region of the Elbe. This place is regarded as the most probable
original home of the Teutons. It is here that they developed their first specifically
Germanic linguistic features which made them a separate group in the IE family.

It is believed that at the earliest stages of history PG was fundamentally one
language, though dialectally coloured. In its later stages dialectal differences grew, so
that toward the beginning of our era Germanic appears divided into dialectal groups

and tribal dialects. Dialectal differentiation increased with the migrations and

12



geographical expansion of the Teutons caused by overpopulation, poor agricultural
technique and scanty natural resources in the areas of their original settlement.

Towards the beginning of our era the common period of Germanic history
came to an end. The Teutons had extended over a large territory and the PG language
broke into parts. The tri-partite division of the Germanic languages proposed by 19th
century philologists corresponds, with a few adjustments, to Pliny's grouping of the
Old Teutonic tribes. According to this division PG split into three branches: East
Germanic, North Germanic and West Germanic. In due course three branches split
into separate Germanic languages.

East Germanic. The East Germanic subgroup was formed by the tribes who
returned from Scandinavia at the beginning of our era. The most numerous and
powerful of them were the Goths. They were among the first Teutons to leave the
coast of the Baltic Sea and start on their migrations to the territory of Roman Empire
and Northern Italy.

The Gothic Language, now dead, has been preserved in written records of 4th-
6th centuries. The Goths were the first of the Teutons to become Christian. In the 4th
century Ulfilas, a West Gothic bishop, made a translation of the Gospels from Greek
into Gothic using a modified form of the Greek alphabet. It is one of the earliest texts
in the languages of the Germanic group; it represents a form of language very close
to PG and therefore throws light on the pre-written stages of history of all the
languages of the Germanic group.

North Germanic. The Teutons who stayed in Scandinavia after departure of the
Goths gave rise to the North Germanic subgroup of languages. The North Germanic
tribes lived on the southern coast of the Scandinavian Peninsula and in Northern
Denmark. The speech of the North Germanic tribes showed little dialectal variation
until the 9th century and is regarded as a sort of common North Germanic parent-

language called Old Norse or Old Scandinavian. It has come down to us in runic
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inscriptions dated from the 3d to the 9th centuries. The disintegration of Old Norse
into separate dialects and languages began after the 9th century, when the
Scandinavians started out on their sea voyages.

The principal linguistic differentiation in Scandinavia corresponded to the
political division into Sweden, Denmark and Norway. The three kingdoms constantly
fought for dominance and the relative position of the three languages altered, as one
or another of the powers prevailed over its neighbours. For several hundred years
Denmark was the most powerful of the Scandinavian kingdoms. By the 14th century
Norway fell under Danish rule too. Sweden regained its independence in the 16th
century, while Norway remained a backward Danish colony up to the early 19th
century. Consequently, both Swedish and Norwegian were influenced by Danish.

The earliest written records in Old Danish, Old Norwegian and Old Swedish
date from the 13th century. In the later Middle Ages, with the growth of capitalists
relations and the unification of the countries, Danish, Swedish and the Norwegian
developed into national literary languages.

In addition to the 3 languages on the mainland the North Germanic subgroup
includes two more languages: Icelandic and Faroese whose origin goes back to the
Viking Age.

Beginning with the 8th century the Scandinavian sea-rovers and merchants
undertook distant sea voyages and set up their colonies in many territories.
Linguistically, in most areas of their expansion, the Scandinavian settlers were
assimilated by the native population. In the Faroe Islands the West Norwegian
dialects brought by the Scandinavians developed into a separate language called
Faroese.

Iceland was practically uninhabited at the time of the first Scandinavian
settlements. Their Western Scandinavian dialects eventually grew into an

independent language, Icelandic. Old Icelandic written records date from the 12th
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and 13th centuries. Modern Icelandic is very much like Old Icelandic and Old Norse,
for it has not participated in the linguistic changes which took place in the other
Scandinavian languages, probably because of its geographical isolation.

West Germanic. Around the beginning of our era the West Germanic tribes
dwelt in the lowlands between the Oder and the Elbe. The dialectal differentiation of
West Germanic was probably quite distinct. On the eve of their "great migrations" of
the 4th and 5th centuries the West Germans included several tribes. The Franconians
(or Franks) occupied he lower basin of the Rhine; from there they spread up the
Rhine and are accordingly subdivided into Low, Middle and High Franconians. The
Angles and the Frisians, the Jutes and the Saxons inhabited the coastal area of the
modern Netherlands, the Federal Republic of Germany and the southern part of
Denmark. A group of tribes known as High Germans lived in the mountainous
southern regions of the Federal Republic of Germany.

In the early Middle Ages the Franks consolidated into a powerful tribal alliance,
towards the 8th century their kingdom grew into one of the largest states in Western
Europe. The Holly Roman Empire of the Franks embraced France and half of Italy and
stretched northwards up to the North and Baltic Sea. The empire lacked ethnic and
economic unity and in the 9th century broke up into parts. Its western part eventually
became the basis of France, the population of which spoke a local variety of Latin,
which developed into French.

The modern language of the Netherlands, formerly called Dutch, and its variant
in Belgium, known as the Flemish dialect, are now treated as a single language,
Netherlandish. About 300 years ago the Dutch language was brought to South Africa
by colonists from Southern Holland. Their dialects in Africa eventually grew into a
separate West Germanic language, Africaans. Africaans has incorporated elements
from the speech of English and German colonists in Africa and from the tongues of

the native. Writing in Africaans began at the end of the 19th century.
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The High German group of tribes didn't go far in their migrations. The
Alemanians, Bavarians and Thuringians expanded east, driving the Slavonic tribes
from places of their early settlement.

The High German dialects consolidated into a common language known as Old
High German. The first written records in it date from the 8 and 9 centuries. Towards
the 12th century High German (known as Middle High German) had intermixed with
neighbouring tongues and eventually developed into the literary German language,
the Written Standard of New High German was established after the Reformation
(16th century) though no Spoken Standard existed until the 19th century as Germany
remained politically divided into a number of kingdoms and dukedoms.

Another offshoot of High German is Yiddish. It grew from the High German
dialects which were adopted by numerous Jewish communities scattered over
Germany in the 11th, 12th centuries. These dialects blended with elements of
Hebrew and Slavonic and developed into a separate West Germanic language with a
spoken and literary form. Yiddish was exported from Germany to many other
countries.

At the later stage of the great migration period (the 5th century) a group of
West Germanic tribes started out on their invasion of the British Isles. The dialects of
the Angles, Saxons and Jutes in the British Isles develop into the English language, the
first English written records have come down from the 7th century, which is the
earliest date in the history of writing in the West Germanic subgroup.

Chronological Divisions in the History of English. Short Survey of Periods. The
historical development of a language is a continuous uninterrupted process without
sudden breaks or rapid transformations. Therefore any periodisation imposed on
language history by linguists with precise date might appear artificial. Yet in all
language histories division into periods is used for teaching and research purposes.

The commonly accepted, traditional periodisation divides English history into
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3 periods: Old English (OE), Middle English (ME) and New English (NE). OE begins
with the Germanic settlement of Britain (5th century) or with the beginning of
writing (7th century) and ends with the Norman conquest(1066); ME begins with
the Norman Conquest and ends on the introduction of printing (1475), which is the
start of the Modern or New English period (Mod E or NE); the New period lasts to
the present day.

Division into chronological periods should take into account both aspects:
external and internal (extra- and intralinguistic). The following periodisation of
English history is partly based on the conventional three periods; it subdivides the
history of the English language into 7 periods differing in linguistic situation and the
nature of linguistic changes.

The Ist — pre-written or pre-historical period, which may be termed Early
English, lasts from the West Germanic invasion of Britain till the beginning of writing,
that is from the 5th to the close of the 7th centuries. It is the stage of tribal dialects of
the West Germanic invaders (Angles, Saxons, Jutes and Frisians), which were
gradually losing contacts with the related continental tongues. The tribal dialects
were used for oral communication, there was no written form of English. It was the
period from PG to written OE. Early OE linguistic changes, particularly numerous
sound changes, marked OE off from PG and from other OG languages.

The second historical period extends from the 8th century till the end off the
11th century. The English language of that time is referred to as Old English or Anglo-
Saxon. The tribal dialects gradually changed into local or regional dialects. Towards
the end of the period the differences between the dialects grew and their relative
position altered. They were probably equal as a medium of oral communication,
while in the sphere of writing one of the dialects, West Saxon, had gain supremacy

over the other dialects because of the rise of the kingdom of Wessex at the time.

17



The language of this historical period is treated as a more or less stable system.
Careful examination of OE texts has revealed the increasing in the 10th and 11th
centuries, which testifies to growing divergence instability of the language.

The 3d period, known as Early Middle English, starts after 1066, the year of the
Norman Conquest, and covers the 12th, 13th and half of the 14th centuries. It was
the stage of the Great dialectal divergence caused by the feudal system and foreign
influences — Scandinavian and French. The dialectal division of present-day English
owes its origin to this period of history.

Under Norman rule the official language in England was French, or rather its
variety called Anglo-French or Anglo-Norman; it was also the dominant language in
literature. The local dialects were mainly used for oral communication and were but
little employed in writing. Toward the end of the period their literary prestige grew,
as English began to displace French in the sphere of writing as well as in other ones.
Dialectal divergence and lack of official English made a favorable environment for
intensive linguistic change.

Early ME was a time of great changes at all the levels of the language,
especially in lexis and grammar. Grammatical alterations were so drastic that by the
end of the period they had transformed English from a high inflected language into a
mainly analytical one; the role of the syntactical connection grew.

The fourth period — from the later 14th century till the end of the 15th century.
We may call it Late or Classical Middle English. It was the time of the restoration of
English to the position of the state and literary language and the time of literary
flourishing. The main dialect used in writing and literature was the mixed dialect of
London.

In periods of literary efflorescence like the age of Chaucer, the pattern set by
great authors becomes a more or less fixed from of language. Chaucer's language was

a recognized literary form, imitated throughout the 15th century. Literary flourishing
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had a stabilizing effect on language, so that the rate of linguistic changes was slowed
down. At the same time the written forms of the language developed and improved.

The 5 period — Early New English — lasted from the introduction of printing to
the age of Shakespeare that is from 1475 to 1660. The first printed book in English
was published by William Saxton in 1475. This period is a sort of transition between
two outstanding epochs of literary efflorescence the age of Chaucer and the age of
Shakespeare (also known as the Literary Renaissance).

Saxton’s English of the printed books was a sort of bridge between the London
literary English of the ME period and the language of the Literary Renaissance. The
London dialect had risen to prominence as a compromise between the various types
of speech prevailing in the country and formed the basis of the growing national
literary language.

The early NE period was a time of sweeping changes at all levels, in the first
place lexical and phonetic. The growth of the vocabulary was a national reflection of
the progress of culture in the new, bourgeois society, and of the wider horizons of
man's activity. New words from internal and external sources enriched the
vocabulary. Extensive phonetic changes were transforming the vowel system, which
resulted, among other things, in the growing gap between the written and the
spoken forms of the word (that is, between pronunciation and spelling). The loss of
most inflectional endings in the 15th century justifies the definition "period of lost
endings" given by H. Sweet to the NE period.

The sixth period extends from the mid 17th century to the close of the 18th
century. In the history of the language it is often called "the age of normalization and
correctness”, in the history of literature — the "neo-classical" age. This age witnessed
the establishment of "norms", which can be defined as received standards recognized

as correct at the given period. The norms were fixed as rules and prescriptions of
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correct usage in the numerous dictionaries and grammar books published at the time
and were spread through education and writing.

It is essential that during the 18th century literary English differentiated into
distinct styles, which is a property of a mature literary language. It is also important
to note that during this period the English language extended its area far beyond the
borders of the British Isles, first of all to North America.

The English language of the 19th and 20th centuries represents the seventh
period in the history of English — Late New English or Modern English. By the 19th
century English had achieved the relative stability typical of an age of literary
florescence and had acquired all the properties of a national language, with its
functional stratification and recognized standards though, like any living language,
English continued to grow and change. The classical language of literature was strictly
distinguished from the local dialects and the dialects of lower social ranks. The
dialects were used in oral communication and, as a rule, had no literary tradition;
dialect writing was limited to conversations interpolated in books composed of
Standard English or to recording folklore.

The 20th century witnessed considerable intermixture of dialects. The local
dialects are now retreating, being displaced by standard English The "best" form of
English, the Received Standard, and also the regional modified standards are being

spread through new channels: the press, radio, cinema and television.
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THE GEOGRAPHICAL SITUATION OF THE UK

THE GEOGRAPHICAL SITUATION OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND.
SEAS, OCEANS, RIVERS AND LAKES.
MOUNTAINS.
CLIMATE.
POPULATION

The British Isles lie off the north-west coast of Europe. Their total area is about
244,100 square km. The two largest islands are Great Britain and Ireland. Great
Britain, which forms the greater part of the British Isles, comprises England, Wales
and Scotland. Ireland comprises Northern Ireland and the Irish Republic. The Isle of
Wight is off the southern coast of England. The Isles of Scilly are off the south-west
coast of England and Anglesey is off North Wales, The Orkneys and Shetlands are to
the far north of Scotland. The Isle of Man is in the Irish Sea and the Channel Islands
are between Great Britain and France. The Isle of Man and the Channel Islands are
not part of England, Wales, Scotland or Northern Ireland. They have a certain
administrative autonomy.

England has a total area of 50,333 square miles (130,362 sq. km). It is divided
into counties, of which there are 39 geographical ones and 46 administrative ones.
Wales has a total area of 8,017 square miles (20,764 sq. km) and is divided into
13 counties. Scotland together with its 186 inhabited islands has a total area of

30,414 square miles (78,772 sq. km). It has 33 counties. Northern Ireland consists of
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6 counties and has a total area of 5,462 square miles (14,121 sq. km). The total land
area of the United Kingdom is 93,027 square miles (240,940 sq. km).

Great Britain is bordered by the Atlantic Ocean on the north-west, north and
south-west. It is separated from Europe by the North Sea, the Straits of Dover or Pas
de Calais, and the English Channel or La Manche, a French name which means
"a sleeve". The North Sea and the English Channel are often called the "Narrow Seas".
They are not deep but frequently are rough and difficult to navigate during storms,
which makes crossing from England to France sometimes far from pleasant. On the
west Great Britain is separated from Ireland by the Irish Sea and the North Channel.

The seas around Britain are shallow and provide exceptionally good fishing
grounds. The British Isles appear to stand on a raised part of the sea bed, usually called
the continental shelf, which thousands of years ago used to be dry land and which
constituted part of mainland Europe. This shelf forms the sea floor around Britain and
that is why the seas surrounding the British Isles are shallow (about 300 ft or 90 m).

The chief rivers of Great Britain are: the Severn, the Thames, the Trent, the Aire,
the Great Ouse, the Wye, the Tay, the Clyde, the Spey, the Tweed, the Tyne. The rivers
of Britain are of no great value as water-ways and few of them are navigable. The
longest river is the Thames (200 miles). There are many beautiful lakes in the country.

The most important ports are: London, Liverpool, Southampton, Belfast,
Glasgow and Cardiff. Southampton is Britain's largest port for ocean going liners.
Portsmouth is a naval port with some shipbuilding. Milford Haven (in Wales) is one of
British major oil ports.

In Scotland there are three distinct regions: the Highlands, the central plain or
Lowlands and the southern uplands ("the Scott country") with their gently rounded
hills. In England and Wales all the high land is in the west and north-west. The south-
eastern plain reaches the west coast only at one or two places — at the Bristol

Channel and by the mouths of the rivers Dee and Mersey.
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In the north you find the Cheviots separating England from Scotland, the
Pennines going down England and the Cumbrian mountains of the Lake District. In
the west are the Cambrian mountains which occupy the greater part of Walles. The
highest pick of the country is Ben Nevis (1343 m) in Scotland.

Lying in middle latitudes Britain has a mild and temperate climate. In the
classification of climates Britain falls generally into the cool, temperate, humid type.

The prevalent westerly winds blowing into Britain from the Atlantic are rough
and carry the warmth and moisture of lower latitudes into Britain. As the weather
changes with the wind, and Britain is visited by winds from different parts of the
world ranging from polar to tropical regions it is but natural that the most
characteristic feature of Britain's weather is its variability. Although the weather is as
changeable as it could be in such a relatively small region, the extremes are hardly
ever severe. The temperature rarely exceeds 32 °C or falls below zero. Still the wind
may bring winter cold in spring or summer days in October.

Britain's rainfall depends to a great extent on topography and exposure to the
Atlantic. In the mountainous areas there is more rain than in the plains of the south
and east. The heavy rain that falls in the mountains runs off quickly down steeply
graded valleys where it can be stored in reservoirs which provide water for the
lowland towns and cities. Droughts occur but rarely and crops are never a complete
loss. The occasional little whirlwind (a twister) can uproof houses, heavy snowfalls
can immobilize traffic locally, the rare glazed frost and the much commoner icy roads
can cause great inconvenience, but fog is the worst weather hazard, causing collisions
and death on roads and railways. The driest period is from March to June and the
wettest months are from October to January.

The total population of the UK is over 59 million (59554000) people. The UK is
inhabited by the English — 49856 million, who constitute about 83 % of the total
population, the Scots — 5057 million (8,5 %), the Welsh — 2938 million (about 5 %),
the Irish — 1703 million, constituting 2,9 % of the total population. Among other
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nationalities inhabiting the UK there are Gaels, Jews, Poles, Germans, Frenchmen,
Italians as well as migrants from India, Pakistan and African countries.

English is the official language of the country. Besides standard literary English
there are many regional and social dialects. The vocabulary of the dialects died out,
but the accents and few bits of distinctive grammar remain. And it is the accent which
gives visitors with knowledge of the English language problems and even a shock.
Some accents are so strong that they present problems for the British, too.

English is the language predominantly spoken in all the four parts of the UK.
Wales, however, is bilingual as a result of the long struggle of the Welsh to preserve
their language. Welsh is the first language of the majority of the population in most
of western counties.

The Celtic language still exists as Gaelic in Scotland and Ireland. In Scotland
some 100000 people, mainly in the Highlands and western coastal regions and in the
Hebrides, are able to speak the Scottish form of Gaelic. A few families in Northern
Ireland speak the Irish form of Gaelic. French is still the official language of Jersey (the
Channel Isles) and on the Isle of Man. It is used for ceremonial and official procedure.
Both French and English are used in courts.

Britain is a highly urbanized country, 90 % of its population live in cities and
towns, and only 10 % are rural inhabitants. There are 8 major metropolitan areas
known as conurbations which accomodate a third of Great Britain's people while
comprising less than 3 % of the total land area. They are: Greater London, Central
Clydeside, Greater Manchester, Merseyside, South Yorkshire, Tyne and Wear, the
West Midlands and West Yorkshire. Most of the mountainous part, including much of
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland and the central Pennines, are very sparsely
populated.

As in many other developed countries the recent trend shows a movement of
people away from the main conurbations (particularly their centres) to the

surrounding suburbs.
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THE MAIN EVENTS IN THE HISTORY OF BRITAIN

THE FIRST SETTLERS ON THE BRITISH ISLES.
THE ROMAN INVASION.
THE FIRST KING OF ENGLAND.
THE CONVERSION OF THE ANGLO-SAXONS TO CHRISTIANITY.
THE NORMAN CONQUEST.
THE ENGLISH BOURGEOIS REVOLUTION.
THE INDUSTRIAL REVOLUTION. CHARTISM.
VICTORIAN BRITAIN

The people who now live in Britain are descended from various peoples who
inhabited the British Isles many centuries ago. From the earliest times known a long
succession of invaders and colonisers moved to the British Isles as they lay within the
easy reach of the continent. The first settlers on the British Isles were Iberians who
came from the lberian peninsular (the area of Spain and Portugal) between 3000 BC
and 2000 BC. The Iberians stayed comparatively long before they were attacked, slain
or driven westwards by the numerous Celtic tribes (Picts, Scots and Britons), which
came from central Europe and the Rhine valley in the period between the 6th and 3d
centuries BC. They were pagan, with priests known as Druids. In the middle of the 1st
century AD Britain was successfully invaded by the Romans who stayed on the island
for four centuries, living in military camps, building towns, roads, walls and bridges,

so that to defend their gains (seized territories) from other invaders. The Romans left
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behind them in the language of Britain many words denoting the names of things
such as street, port, wall. After the Roman legions left Britain at the beginning of the
5th century to defend their own Empire from the barbarians, the British Isles were
almost immediately attacked by numerous invaders from all sides. Germanic tribes —
the Jutes, the Saxon and the Angles attacked Britain from the south and east, Danes
and Norsemen from Scandinavia in the north-east. Again the native population was
driven to the west (Wales) and north (Scotland). These tribes gave the name to the
country, and their language formed the basis of the old English language.

In the 9th century the greatest kingdoms Northumbria, Mercia and Wessex
struggled for predominance. In 829 Egbert, King of Wessex, was acknowledged by
Kent, Northumbria and Mercia and Egbert became the first king of England. Under his
rule all the small Anglo-Saxon kingdoms were united to form one kingdom which was
called England from that time on.

The conversion of the Anglo-Saxons to Christianity began at the end of the 6th
century (597) and was completed, in the main, in the second half of the 7th century.
In 597 the Roman Pope sent about forty monks to Britain to convert the Anglo-
Saxons. The first church was built in the town of Canterbury, the capital of Kent, that
is why the Archbishop of Canterbury is now Head of the Church of England.

The last in the long successions of invaders on the British Isles were the
Normans, the Norsemen who had assimilated in France. In 1066, led by Duke of
Normandy (who went into history as William the Conqueror), they crossed the
Channel and conquered England, subduing the Anglo-Saxons. For almost two
centuries there were two languages, two nations and two cultures in the country.
Norman-French was the language of the ruling class, the official language of the

country, while Anglo-Saxon (old English) was spoken by the majority of the oppressed
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native population. The victorious Normans gradually broke their ties with France and
by the 13th century had mingled in blood and language with Anglo-Saxons and united
into one nation, speaking one language, born as a result of the marriage of the two
nations and the two languages. The new English (Middle English) greatly enriched and
changed under the influence of Norman-French, had become the language of
educated classes and the official language of the state by the end of the 13th century.
Such words as baron, serve, court, battle, victory appeared in the English language.

The basis of feudal society was the holding of land, and its main purpose was
economic. The central idea was that all land was owned by the king but it was held by
others, called "vassals", in return for services and goods. The king gave large estates
to his main nobles in return for a promise to serve him in war for up to forty days.
The nobles also had to give him part of the produce of the land. The greater nobles
gave part of their lands to lesser nobles, knights, and other "freemen". Some freemen
paid for the land by doing military service, while others paid rent. The noble kept
"serfs" to work on his own land. These were not free to leave the estate, and were
often little better than slaves. There were two basic principles to feudalism: every
man had a lord, and every lord had land. The king was connected through this "chain"
of people to the lowest man in the country. At each level a man had to promise
loyalty and service to his lord.

One of the most important events in the British history was the English
Bourgeois Revolution (1642-1648) which marked the beginning of capitalism in the
country. The bourgeoisie and the gentry led the peasants and the townsmen against
the absolute monarchy. The struggle between Charles | and Parliament finished with
the victory of the second. Oliver Cromwell was the leader in the English Revolution.

He created an army of a New Model — of educated people, with able leaders, iron
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discipline and regular pay. He consolidated his position by subjugating Ireland and
Scotland and uniting them with England. The fact that popular masses took the side
of Parliament (Roundheads, as they cut their hair short) against the Royalists (or
Cavaliers) decided the results of the Civil War: The monarchy was overthrown,

Charles | was beheaded, the House of Lords was abolished as "useless and
dangerous", the Commonwealth (or Free State, or Republic) was proclaimed.

Cromwell, now titled the Protector, enforced justice and order at home and
made England stronger and more respected abroad. The following democratic ideas
initiated by the Levellers were proclaimed: all men should have equal opportunities
and should make or mar their fortunes by their own efforts, not by accident of their
birth and the class to which their parents belonged; all the citizens of the state should
have a voice in making of its laws; no attempt should be made to interfere with
sincere and honest views of any man about religion, if they did not tend to popery.
After the death of Cromwell the monarchy was restored.

Well before the end of the eighteenth century Britain was as powerful as
France. This resulted from the growth of its industries and from the wealth of its large
new trading empire, part of which had been captured from the French. Britain now
had the strongest navy in the world; the navy controlled Britain's own trade routes
and endangered those of its enemies. It was the deliberate policy of the government
to create this trading empire, and to protect it with a strong navy. This was made
possible by the way in which government had developed during the eighteenth
century.

For the first time, it was the king's ministers who were the real policy and
decision-makers. Power now belonged to the groups from which the ministers came,

and their supporters in Parliament. These ministers ruled over a country which had
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become wealthy through trade. This wealth, or "capital", made possible both an
agricultural and an industrial revolution which made Britain the most advanced
economy in the world.

However, there was an enormous price to pay, because while a few people
became richer, many others lost their land, their homes and their way of life. Families
were driven off the land in another period of enclosures. They became the working
"proletariat" of the cities that made Britain's trade and industrial empire of the
nineteenth century possible. The invention of machinery destroyed the old "cottage
industries" and created factories. The development of industry led to the sudden
growth of cities like Birmingham, Glasgow, Manchester and Liverpool and other
centres in the north Midlands.

Several influences came together at the same time to revolutionise Britain's
industry: money, labour, a greater demand for goods, new power, and better
transport. By the end of the eighteenth century, some families had made huge
private fortunes. Growing merchant hanks helped put this money to use.

By the early eighteenth century simple machines had already been invented
for basic jobs. They could make large quantities of simple goods quickly and cheaply
so that "mass production" became possible for the first time. Each machine carried
out one simple process, which introduced the idea of "division of labour" among
workers. This was to become an important part of the industrial revolution. By the
1740s the main problem holding back industrial growth was fuel. There was less
wood, and in any case wood could not produce the heat necessary to make iron and
steel either in large quantities or of high quality. But at this time the use of coal for
changing iron ore into good quality iron or steel was perfected, and this made Britain

the leading iron producer in Europe. This happened only just in time for the many
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wars in which Britain was to fight, mainly against France, for the rest of the century.
The demand for coal grew very quickly. In 1800 Britain was producing four times as
much coal as it had done in 1700, and eight times as much iron.

Increased iron production made it possible to manufacture new machinery for
other industries. No one saw this more clearly than John Wilkinson, a man with a
total belief in iron. He built the largest ironworks in the country. When James Watt
made a greatly improved steam engine in 1769, Wilkinson improved it further by
making parts of the engine more accurately with his special skills in ironworking.
In this way the skills of one craft helped the skills of another. Until then steam
engines had only been used for pumping, usually in coal mines. But in 1781 Watt
produced an engine with a turning motion, made of iron and steel. It was a vital
development because people were now no longer dependent on natural power.

One invention led to another, and increased production in one area led to
increased production in others. Other basic materials of the industrial revolution
were cotton and woollen cloth, which were popular abroad. In the middle of the
century other countries were buying British uniforms, equipment and weapons for
their armies. To meet this increased demand, better methods of production had to
be found, and new machinery was invented which replaced handwork. The
production of cotton goods had been limited by the spinning process, which could
not provide enough cotton thread for the weavers. In 1764 a spinning machine was
invented which could do the work of several hand spinners, and other improved
machines were made shortly after. With the far greater production of cotton thread,
the slowest part of the cotton clothmaking industry became weaving. In 1785 a
power machine for weaving revolutionised clothmaking. It allowed Britain to make

cloth more cheaply than elsewhere, and Lancashire cotton cloths were sold in every
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continent. But this machinery put many people out of work. It also changed what had
been a "cottage industry" done at home into a factory industry, where workers had
to keep work hours and rules set down by factory owners.

In the Midlands, factories using locally found clay began to develop very
quickly, and produced fine quality plates, cups and other china goods. These soon
replaced the old metal plates and drinking cups that had been used. Soon large
guantities of china were being exported. The most famous factory was one started by
Josiah Wedgwood. His high quality bone china became very popular, as it still is.

The social effects of the industrial revolution were enormous. Workers tried to
join together to protect themselves against powerful employers. They wanted fair
wages and reasonable conditions in which to work. But the government quickly
banned these "combinations", as the workers' societies were known. Riots occurred,
led by the unemployed who had been replaced in factories by machines.
In 1799 some of these rioters, known as Luddites, started to break up the machinery
which had put them out of work. The government supported the factory owners, and
made the breaking of machinery punishable by death. The government was afraid of
a revolution like the one in France.

The stronghold of Chartism, as of Trade Unionism, lay in the industrial North,
but its origin was among the Radical artisans of London. The London Working-Men's
Association was formed in June 1836 as a political and educational body intended to
attract the "intelligent and influential portion of the working class". In February
1837 the Association drew up a petition to Parliament in which were embodied the
six demands that afterwards became known as the People's Charter. They were:
equal electoral districts; abolition of the property qualifications for MPs; universal

manhood suffrage; annual Parliaments; vote by ballot; the payment of MPs. These
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demands were accepted with enthusiasm by hundreds of thousands of industrial
workers who saw in them the means to remove their intolerable economic
grievances.

In the spring of 1838 the Six Points were drafted into the form of a
Parliamentary Bill, and it was this draft Bill which became the actual Charter of
history. It was endorsed at gigantic meetings all over the country. At all these
meetings the Charter received emphatic approval and the tactics by which it was
proposed to secure its acceptance soon took shape. These were a campaign of great
demonstrations, a mass petition to Parliament and, if the petition were rejected, a
political general strike. A Reform Bill was rejected by Parliament and a number of
demonstrations swept the country. Parliament had to use troops.

The failure of Chartism was partly a result of the weaknesses of its leadership
and tactics. But they were only a reflection of the newness and immaturity of the
working class. Politically, the twenty years after 1848 afford a striking contrast to
the Chartist decade. The attempt to create a great, independent party of the
working class was not repeated: political activity became more localized, or was
confined to some immediate practical issue, but it never ceased to exist. Its strength
was that while in Europe the working classes were still dragging at the tail of the
industrial bourgeoisie, in England the workers were able by 1838 to appear as an
independent force and were already realizing that the industrial bourgeoisie were
their principal enemy.

QUEEN VICTORIA (1819-1901) came to the throne in 1837. Because of the
growth of parliamentary government she was less powerful than previous sovereigns.
However, she ruled over more lands and peoples than any previous sovereigns and

enjoyed the respect and affection of her British subjects. Her reign is called "the
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golden age" in the history of Britain. No other nation could produce as much at that
time. By 1850 Britain was producing more iron than the rest of the world together.

Britain had become powerful because it had enough coal, iron and steel for its
own enormous industry, and could even export them in large quantities to Europe.
With these materials it could produce new heavy industrial goods like iron ships and
steam engines. It could also make machinery which produced traditional goods like
woollen and cotton cloth in the factories of Lancashire. Britain's cloth was cheap and
was exported to India, to other colonies and throughout the Middle East, where it
quickly destroyed the local cloth industry, causing great misery. Britain made and
owned more than half the world's total shipping. This great industrial empire was
supported by a strong banking system developed during the eighteenth century.

By the end of the nineteenth century Britain controlled the oceans and much
of the land areas of the world. Most British strongly believed in their right to an
empire, and were willing to defend it against the least threat. But even at this
moment of greatest power, Britain had begun to spend more on its empire than it
took from it. The empire had started to be a heavy load. It would become impossibly
heavy in the twentieth century, when the colonies finally began to demand their

freedom.
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CULTURAL LIFE IN BRITAIN. TRADITIONS. HOLIDAYS

CULTURAL LIFE IN BRITAIN.
Music.
THEATRE.
TRADITIONS.
HOLIDAYS

Artistic and cultural life in Britain is rather rich. It passed several main stages in
its development. The Saxon King Alfred encouraged the arts and culture. The chief
debt owed to him by English literature is for his translations of and commentaries on
Latin works.

Art, culture and literature flowered during the Elizabethan age, during the
reign of Elizabeth I; it was the period of English domination of the oceans. It was at
this time that William Shakespeare lived. The empire, which was very powerful under
Queen Victoria, saw another cultural and artistic heyday as a result of
industrialization and the expansion of international trade.

But German air raids caused much damage in the First World War and then
during the Second World War. The madness of the wars briefly interrupted the
development of culture. Immigrants who have arrived from all parts of the Common-
wealth since 1945 have not only created a mixture of nations, but have also brought
their cultures and habits with them.

Monuments and traces of past greatness are everywhere. There are buildings

of all styles and periods. A great number of museums and galleries display precious
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and interesting finds from all parts of the world and from all stages in the
development of nature, man and art. London is one of the leading world centres for
music, drama, opera and dance. Festivals held in towns and cities throughout the
country attract much interest. Many British playwrights, composers, sculptors,
painters, writers, actors, singers and dancers are known all over the world.

The people living in the British Isles are very fond of music, and it is quite
natural that concerts of the leading symphony orchestras, numerous folk groups and
pop music are very popular.

The Promenade concerts are probably the most famous. They were first held in
1840 in the Queen's Hall, and later were directed by Sir Henry Wood. They still
continue today in the Royal Albert Hall. They take place every night for about three
months in the summer, and the programmes include new and contemporary works,
as well as classics. Among them are symphonies and other pieces of music composed
by Benjamin Britten, the famous English musician. Usually, there is a short winter
season lasting for about a fortnight. The audience may either listen to the music from
a seat or from the '‘promenade’, where they can stand or stroll about, or, if there is
room, sit down on the floor.

Concerts are rarely given out-of-doors today except for concerts by brass
bands and military bands who play in the parks and at seaside resorts during the
summer.

Folk music is still very much alive. There are many folk groups. Their harmony
singing and good humour win them friends everywhere.

Rock and pop music is extremely popular, especially among younger people. In
the 60s and 70s groups such as the Beatles, the Rolling Stones, the Who, Led Zeppelin

and Pink Floyd became very popular and successful.
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The Beatles, with their style of singing new and exciting, their wonderful sense
of humour became the most successful pop group the world has ever known. Many
of the famous songs written by John Lennon and Paul McCartney are still popular.

Some of the more recent rock groups are Eurhythmies, Dire Straits, Black
Sabbath, and many others. British groups often set new trends in music. New stars
and styles continue to appear. One of the most popular contemporary musicians and
composers is Andrew Lloyd Webber. The musicals and rock operas by A.L. Webber
have been a great success both in Britain and overseas.

Britain is now one of the world's major theatres centres. Many British actors
and actresses are known all over the world. They are Dame Peggy Ashcroft, Glenda
Jackson, Laurence Olivier, John Gielgud and others.

Drama is so popular with people of all ages that there are several thousand
amateur dramatic societies. Now Britain has about 300 professional theatres. Some
of them are privately owned. The tickets are not hard to get, but they are very
expensive. Regular seasons of opera and ballet are given at the Royal Opera House,
Covent Garden in London. The National Theatre stages modern and classical plays,
the Royal Shakespeare Company produces plays mainly by Shakespeare and his
contemporaries when it performs in Stratford-on-Avon, and modern plays in its two
auditoria in the City's Barbican Centre.

Shakespeare's Globe Playhouse, about which you have probably read, was
reconstructed on its original site. Many other cities and large towns have at least one
theatre.

There are many theatres and theatre companies for young people: the
National Youth Theatre and the Young Vic Company in London, the Scottish Youth
Theatre in Edinburgh. The National Youth Theatre, which stages classical plays mainly
by Shakespeare and modern plays about youth, was on tour in Russian in 1989. The

theatre-goers warmly received the production of Thomas Stearns Eliot’s play ‘Murder
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in the Cathedral’. Many famous English actors started their careers in the National
Youth Theatre. Among them Timothy Dalton, the actor who did the part of Rochester
in “Jane Eyre’ shown on TV in our country.

The British people are very proud of their traditions, cherish them and carefully
keep them up, because many of them are associated with the history and cultural
development of the country. Speaking about British traditions we should distinguish
bank, or public holidays, annual festivals, celebrations and pageant ceremonies.

There are eight public holidays a year in Great Britain, that is days on which
people need not go in to work. They are: Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Year's Day,
Good Friday, Easter Monday, May Day, Spring Bank Holiday and Late Summer Bank
Holiday. Most of these holidays are of religious origin, though it would be true to say
that for the greater part of the population they have long lost their religious
significance and are simply days on which people relax, eat, drink and make merry. All
the public holidays, except Christmas Day and Boxing Day observed on December
25th and 26th respectively, are movable, that is they do not fall on the same date
each year. Good Friday and Easter Monday depend on Easter Sunday which falls on
the first Sunday after a full moon on or after March 21st. May Day falls on the first
Monday in May The Spring Bank Holiday fall: on the last Monday of May, while the
Late Summer Bank Holiday comes on the last Monday in August.

Besides public holidays, there are other festivals, anniversaries and celebration
days on which certain traditions are observed, but unless they fall on a Sunday, they
are ordinary working days. They are: St. Valentine's Day, Pancake Day, April Fool's
Day, Bonfire Night (or Guy Fawkes' Night), Remembrance (or Poppy) Day, Halloween
and many others including Royal Ascot — the biggest horse race in Britain, the
Proms — a series of classical music concerts, the London Marathon, Harvest Festival,

Dog Shows and so on.
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The British people are also proud of pageants and ceremonies of the national
capital — London. Many of them are world famous and attract numerous tourists
from all over the world. They include daily ceremonies and annuals. Changing of the
Guard at Buckingham Palace at 11.30 a. m., Ceremony of the Keys at 10 p. m. in the
Tower, Mounting the Guard at the Horse Guards square are most popular daily
ceremonies. Of those which are held annually the oldest and the most cherished are:
the glorious pageantry of Trooping the Colour; Opening of the Courts marking the
start of the Legal Year in October; and the Lord Mayor's Show on the second Saturday
in November, when the newly elected Lord Mayor is driven in the beautiful guilded
coach pulled by 6 white horses to the Royal Court of Justice where he takes his oath

of office and becomes second in importance in the City only to the Sovereign.

38



BRITISH SYSTEM OF EDUCATION

Pre-school Education.
Secondary Education.
Higher Education.

Further Education

Pre-school education. Compulsory education in Britain begins at the age of
5 but in some areas there are Nursery Schools for children under 5 years of age.
Some children between 2-5 receive education in nursery classes or in infant classes in
Primary Schools. Many children attend informal pre-school play-grounds organized by
parents in private homes. Nursery schools are staffed with teachers and students in
training. There are all kinds of toys to keep the children busy from 9 o'clock in the
morning till 4 o'clock in the afternoon — while their parents are at work. Here the
babies play, lunch and sleep. They can run about and play in safety with someone
keeping an eye on them. For day nurseries, which remain open all the year round, the
parents pay according to their income. The local education authority's nurseries are
free. But only about 3 children in 100 can go to them: there aren't enough places, and
the waiting lists are rather long.

Primary (elementary) education. Most children start school at the age of 5in a
primary school. A Primary School is divided into Infant and Junior ones. At Infant
Schools reading, writing and arithmetic (three "Rs") are taught for about 20 minutes a
day during the first year, gradually increasing to about two hours in their last year.

There is usually no written timetable. Much time is spent in modelling from clay
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or drawing, reading or singing. By the time children are ready for the Junior School
they will be able to read and write, do simple addition and subtraction of numbers.

At the age of 7 children go on from the Infants School to the Junior School. This
marks the transition from play to "real work". The children have set periods of
arithmetic, reading and composition which are all "Eleven Plus" subjects. History,
Geography, Nature Study, Art and Music, Physical Education, Swimming are also on
the timetable. Core subjects are English, Maths, Science. Exams in them are taken at
the age of 7 and 11.

Pupils are streamed, according to their ability to learn, into A-, B-, C- and D-
stream. The least gifted are in the D-stream. Formerly towards the end of their fourth
year the pupils wrote their "Eleven Plus" Examination. The hated examination was a
selective procedure on which not only the pupils' future schooling but their future
careers depended. The abolition of selection at "Eleven Plus" Examination brought to
life Comprehensive Schools where pupils of all abilities can get secondary education.

Secondary education. Comprehensive Schools dominate among all types of
schools in secondary education: 90 % of all state-financed Secondary Schools are
of this type. Most other children receive secondary education in Grammar,
Secondary Modern and very few Secondary Technical Schools. Those who can pay
go to Public Schools.

Comprehensive Schools. Comprehensive Schools were introduced in 1965. The
idea of comprehensive education, supported by the Labour Party, was to give all
children of whatever background the same opportunity in education. So
Comprehensive Schools are non-selective ("all-in") schools, which provide a wide
range of secondary education for all the children of a district. They are the most
important type of school because they are attended by 88 % of all Secondary School

pupils. All Scottish state pupils also attend nonselective schools.
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There are various ways in which a Comprehensive School can be organized. It
can by "streaming" within the school try to keep children of approximately similar
ability in one group or class; or it can leave the children to choose between large
numbers of courses; or it can combine the two methods. Pupils may leave the school
at the age of 16 or 18. Comprehensive Schools are often very large with up to
2000 pupils.

Grammar Schools. A Grammar School mainly provides an exam-centred
academic course from 11 to 18. It is the main route to the universities and the
professions. A large proportion of university students is recruited from Grammar
Schools, though they make 3 % of all schools.

Most Grammar School pupils remain at school until 18 or 19 years old,
especially if they want to go on to a university. Some degree of specialisation,
especially as between arts and science subjects, is usual in the upper forms. The top
form is always called the "sixth form". Pupils may remain in this form for 2—3 years,
until they leave school. Selection of Primary School children for Grammar Schools is
usually based on school record cards, teachers' reports, tests and consultation with
parents. After the Reform Act of 1988 many Grammar Schools were turned into
Comprehensives and the change was in many cases very painful.

Secondary Modern Schools give a general education with a practical bias. It is
common for more time to be given to handicrafts, domestic sciences and other
practical activities than in Grammar Schools. Foreign languages are not thought
there. "Streaming" is practised in secondary modern schools. The children in each
group are usually placed in three, streams A, B and C; C-stream is for children of the
least academic type, concentrating mainly on practical work.

Secondary Technical Schools, a smaller group (less than 2 %), offer a general

education largely related to industry commerce and agriculture. These schools
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are not very popular and few places have them. They provide teaching up to the
age of 18.

Independent schools are private schools charging tuition fees and that is why
they are independent of public funds, independent of the state educational system,
but they are open to government control and inspection. The Department for
Education has the power to require them to remedy any objectionable features in
their premises, accommodation or instruction (teaching) and to exclude any person
regarded as unsuitable to teach or to be proprietor of a school.

There is a wide range of independent schools covering every age group and
grade of education. They include Nursery Schools and Kindergartens (taking children
of Nursery and Infant School ages), Primary and Secondary Schools of both day and
boarding types.

The most important and expensive of the independent schools are known as
Public Schools, which are private Secondary Schools taking boys from age of 13 to
18 years, and Preparatory Schools (colloquially called "Prep" Schools), which are
private Primary Schools preparing pupils for Public Schools.

Preparatory Schools are usually small (for 50—100 children). They prepare the
pupils for the Common Entrance Examination, set by independent Secondary Schools.
"Prep" Schools are situated chiefly in the country or at the seaside resorts. They are
much later development than the Public Schools. Few of them date back further than
1870. Preparatory Schools admit pupils aged 8 and teach them up to 13-14. Each
pupil is given personal attention.

Public Schools form the backbone of the independent sector. With a few
exceptions all Public Schools are single-sex boarding schools, providing residential
accommodation for their pupils, though many of them take some day pupils too.
A typical Public School has about 500 boys but a few have more (e. g. Eton has more
than 1100 boys).
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Some of the Public Schools date from the 16th century or earlier and they form
the pinnacle of fee- paying education (in the 1990s the boarding Public School-fees
were between 5000 and 15000 pounds annually). Of the several hundred Public
Schools the most famous are the Clarendon Nine. Their status lies in an attractive
combination of social superiority and antiquity. These are the oldest and most
privileged Public Schools: Winchester (1382), Eton (1440), St. Paul's (1509),
Shrewsbury (1552), Westminster (1560), The Merchant Taylor's (1561), Rugby (1567),
Harrow (1571) and Charterhouse (1611).

When choosing a school some parents consider the availability of an "Old
School Tie" network, which may help their child to get a job and to develop socially
useful lifelong friendships, cooperative and self-help lines known as "jobs for the
boys". The most famous of such networks may be the grouping of old Etonians,
Harrorians and others known as the Establishment. Girls' schools offering access to
this network would be Roedean, Benenden or Cheltenham Ladies College. (The cost
of education in these privileged schools is 15 000 pounds per year.) There are about
35000 Secondary Schools in Britain, only 2 300 are independent, of which 427 are
Public Schools.

Demand for Public school education is now so great that many schools register
babies' names at birth. Eton maintains two lists: one for the children of "old boys",
those who studied there, and the other for outsiders. Usually there are 3 applicants
for every vacancy. For example, in 1988 there were 203 names down for only
120 places at Radley School in the year 2000. And it is not surprising that Public
Schools cream off many of the ablest teachers from the state sector, and teaching
standards are very high and much better than in any other Secondary Schools.

Public Schools admit pupils from private Preparatory Schools ("Preps") which
prepare children for the Common Entrance Examination. Public Schools offer

entrance scholarships (from 6 to 10 annually). But the fees remain heavy even
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for scholarship winners. The competition for those scholarships is very severe, and
the syllabuses of the scholarship examinations with their high standard in Latin and
other subjects are quite out of keeping with the Primary School curriculum.

Independent fee-paying schools were exempted' from teaching according to
the National Curriculum.

Higher education. The system of higher education in Britain includes
universities, colleges of higher education and advanced courses in the further
education. The British educational system on the higher level is still more selective
and class-divided than secondary education, particularly so far as the oldest
universities are concerned.

Most big towns in Britain have both a university and a college of higher
education. There are 91 universities and 47 colleges of higher education today.
Universities offer 3- and 4-year degree courses, though a number of subjects take
longer, including medicine, architecture and foreign languages (where courses
include a year abroad). Colleges of higher education offer both two-year HND (Higher
National Diploma) courses, as well as degree courses.

Undergraduate courses normally take 3 years of full-time study and lead in
most cases to a Bachelor degree in Arts, Science or Education (BA, BSc, BEd).
Undergraduates, students who study for degrees, go to large formal lectures, but
most of the work takes place in tutorials: lessons in groups of 10 or more when the
students discuss their work with the lecturer.

There are various postgraduate one- or two-year research courses leading to
degree of Master of Philosophy (PhM); Doctor of Philosophy (PhD) is awarded for
some original research in Arts or Sciences on completion of a 3-year period of work.
Students of law, architecture and some other professions can take qualifications

awarded by their own professional bodies instead of degrees.
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Uniformity of standards between universities is promoted by the practice of
employing outside examiners for all examinations. The general pattern of teaching is
similar throughout Britain — a combination of lectures, small group seminars or
tutorials with practical classes where necessary.

Only 25 % of the student population go on to higher education. Competition to
get into one of Britain's universities is fierce and not everyone who gets A-levels is
admitted.

Students usually need three A-levels with high grades to go to university.
Grades at A-level go from A to E. One university may require higher A-level grades
than another. Most universities require two Bs and one C (BBC) grades.

Students apply to universities months before they take their A-levels. They are
given a personal interview and then the universities decide which applicants they
want, offer them a place which depends on A-level results. The more popular the
university, the higher the grades it will ask for.

Over 90 % of full-time students receive grants to assist with their tuition, cost
of living, books, transport and socializing. But parents with higher incomes are
expected to make a contribution. Until 1990 the grants did not have to be paid back,
but now a system of loans has been introduced.

Some students borrow money from the bank, which must be paid back after
they leave the university and start working. In fact, the grant is not a lot of money.
That's why students work during the holidays to earn more money. As it is difficult to
find such jobs more and more students are dropping out, failing to finish their
courses. So the system of grants and scholarships is unable to solve the financial
problems of education which block educational opportunities for many people. About
15 % of British students leave universities without obtaining a degree.

British universities are popular among foreign students. In spite of the high

fees a large number (over 70000) foreign students are getting high education there.

45



Although universities accept students mainly on the basis of their A-level
results, there is an exception. The Open University, which was started in 1971, caters
for adults who did not have these formal qualifications and who regret missed
opportunities earlier. It conducts learning through correspondence, radio and
television, also through local study centres.

Further Education is a broad term to cover education beyond the secondary
stage. It includes vocational education, non-vocational education, recreational
evening classes and adult education. Further education colleges have strong ties with
commerce and industry. So the further education delivers a broad range of learning,
including:

— academic and vocational learning for 16 to 19-year-old;

— vocational education and training for adults seeking employment;

— workforce development for employers;

— second chance general education for adults;

— learning for leisure and personal development.

Not all students study full-time at a university or college. Many people
combine their studies with work. Some companies release their staff for training one
or two days a week or for two months a year. Large companies often have their own
in-house training schemes.

The British government is very enthusiastic about different training schemes
working in the system of further education because so few people can get education
at the universities.

The most further education establishments are either maintained or aided
from public funds, so the tuition fees are moderate. Some students are paid different
awards and scholarships to help them to cover tuition fees.

The courses in further education are different: full-time, sandwich (6 months of

full time study in a technical college and 6 months of supervised experience
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in industry), block release (on similar principles, but with shorter periods in college),
day release (one day of attendance at a technical college a week during working
hours).

Evening classes. There are also many business courses such as tourism,
manufacturing, art and design and secretarial courses such as shorthand, typing,
book-keeping and so on. For the unemployed there are two forms of training
schemes: employment training for people who have been out of work for a long time
and Youth Training schemes for school-leavers who cannot find a job.

Adult education includes courses of non-vocational education for people
over 18. Many of the courses are practical, but there are widespread opportunities
for academic study for those who left school at 16 and went straight into job, but
later on realized that they need higher qualifications. Quite a lot of people in their
mid-20s or older come back into education at the Further Education college and take
a one year Access course. This gets them into university, where they are often more
successful than younger students because they are more serious and focused.

It was in 1873 when Extension courses were first provided by Cambridge
University. Now all the universities have Extramural Departments with its director

and staff.
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ART. MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES. PAINTING IN ENGLAND

WILLIAM HOGARTH.
JOSHUA REYNOLDS.
THOMAS GAINSBOROUGH.
JOSEPH TURNER.
MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES

Painting in England in the period of the 15-17th centuries was represented
mostly by foreign artists. In the 16th century Hans Holbein the Younger, a well-known
painter, was invited to London by King Henry VIIl. Though he did not create any
painting school in England he nevertheless played an important part in the
development of English portrait art. Later Charles | made the Flemish painter Van
Dyck (a pupil of Rubens ) his court painter. Van Dyck founded a school of aristocratic
portrait painting. Another painter Peter Lely came from Holland in 1641. He became
celebrated for his portraits of the idle and frivolous higher classes.

The 18th century was the century during which a truly national painting school
was created in England. Portrait art at that time was the main kind of painting. It
depended upon the conditions under which the English painting school developed.
The first man to raise British pictorial art to a level of importance was William
Hogarth.

The Industrial Revolution in England greatly influenced art as a whole, and

painting in particular. Such trends in painting as the genre school, realistic landscape
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and portraiture schools expressed the social contradictions of English life. The new
trends may be traced in the works of Wilkie, Lawrence and Constable.

Sir David Wilkie (1785-1841), the leader of the genre school, preferred pictures
from which a moral concerning the simple virtues could be drawn. One of his well-
known pictures is "Village Politicians". With this trend not only portraits of common
people but their life and labour were introduced in art. David Wilkie dedicated
himself to portraying the joys and sorrows of the "little man" — the Scottish farmers,
shopkeepers, retired soldiers, etc. His picture "Old Woman with a Dog"
is characteristic of the artist's ability to tell a story, be it even in a portrait.

In portraiture Sir Thomas Lawrence (1769-1830) continuing the manner of the
18th century introduced more realism. Thomas Lawrence, the last of the painters to
begin his career in the Reynolds tradition, was a favourite of the English nobility. His
magnificent paintings were glorified portraits of statesmen, military leaders, and
diplomats — always handsome, self-possessed and imperious, a romantic pathos
ennobling them more.

"Lady Raglan" is one of Lawrence's earlier works, done when he was still
greatly influenced by Reynolds, but its easy manner and masterly brushwork are
really wonderful. Sometimes Lawrence sacrificed realism to create a mild, idealized
portrait. The artist is at his best as a society portraitist in his "Portrait of Count
M.S. Vorontsov", a participant in the war of 1812. Lawrence's work was true to the
traditions of the final period of a school of portrait painting. The tradition of realistic
landscape was represented by John Constable.

In the second part of the nineteenth century England entered upon important
stages of her artistic development. Some known painters — Dante Gabriel Rossetti
and others formed themselves into a "brotherhood" with the title of Pre-Raphaelites
that expressed their deep admiration for the masters who preceded Raphael. This

school had a great influence on the development of English pictorial art.
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A quick survey of English painting about 1880 would reveal a remarkably wide
range of subject matter: the landscapes in photographic detail for tired urban eyes;
the parade portraits and the costume- pieces like real charades in paint; the anecdote
of contemporary life, widening now to include documents more deeply socially-
minded; flower pictures, horse-pictures — an art of material prosperity.

Portrait art always occupied an important part in English painting and
nowadays there are prominent portraitists who continue the traditions of the famous
English masters. These traditions are apparent in the portraits by Graham Sutherland.
Sutherland is well-known for his drawings of the de- struction caused by the German
fascists during World War Il.

Realistic traditions found their expression in the works of Ruskin Spear who
painted common people, their troubles and joys. Paul Hogarth is known for his
drawings of scenes of life in Spain, Greece, China, etc. and greatly respected for the
peaceloving motives in his art.

With the twentieth century impressionism, cubism, abstractionism entered
English painting and certainly influenced it, though many gifted artists have found
and are following their own realistic path in art. Most of the famous British painting
collections may be seen in museums and art galleries of London: the Tate Gallery, the
National Gallery and others.

WILLIAM HOGARTH (1697-1764) William Hogarth was born in London. His
father was a schoolmaster. His early taste for drawing was remarkable and after
schooling which was normal for his day he was apprenticed to a silverplate engraver.
He attributed his success to hard labour. "I know of no such thing as genius," he
wrote, "genius is nothing but labour and diligence." Hogarth became quite successful
as a portrait painter, being particularly clever at painting children and families. In

1724 he produced his first set of engravings entitled "The Talk of the Town", a series
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which satirized both the society and the current tendency of fashionable London to
appreciate and invite only foreign singers.

Hogarth represented British life and people. His masterpiece on the life-size
scale — "the portrait that | painted with most pleasure," as Hogarth said — was that of
Captain Coram (1740). The sitter, a former captain, was a key figure in that moral
socially philanthropic movement with which Hogarth felt such sympathy.
(In 1738 Coram founded the Foundling Hospital, with which Hogarth was associated.)

Real success came to him when he turned to subjects that common people
could appreciate and understand. There was "The Rake's Progress", for instance.
These series of pictures were highly praised by Henry Fielding, the novelist, for their
humour and moral force. Narrative pictures were nothing new, but Hogarth was the
first artist to invent a story and illustrate it.

"The Marriage Contract" is the first of the series of his pictures forming the
famous "Marriage a la Mode". The subject of the picture is a protest against marriage
for money and vanity. Although his narrative pictures were comic and full of satire his
portraiture was honest and original. One of his earlier portraits is "The Shrimp Girl",
which has vivid characterization and extraordinary vivacity.

Hogarth was the first great English artist. He used to be called "the Father of
English Painting".

He died at his house in London on October 26th, 1764.

JOSHUA REYNOLDS (1723-1792). Sir Joshua Reynolds, the first President of the
Royal Academy of Arts, was not only a painter but the founder of the academic
principles of a "British school". Reynolds was the most outstanding portraitist of the
18th century. He created a whole gallery of portraits of the most famous of his
contemporaries — statesmen, scholars, writers and actors, depicting them in heroic
style, showing them in all their glory as the best people of the nation. His deep

psychological approach made his art far advanced for its time, yet his paintings
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are not free of a certain idealization. He was influenced by the Venetians — Titian and
Veronese.

Before Reynolds portraiture art was based on the formula: the sitter was posed
centrally; with the background (curtain, chair, landscape) disposed behind; normally
the head was done by the master; the body by the pupil. The portraits told little
about their subjects. It was Reynolds who insisted in his practice that a portrait could
and should be a full complex work of art. His people are no longer static, but caught
between one movement and the next. He did not only paint portraits but produced
characters.

The contradictory features of Reynolds' art are most evident in his historical
and mythological paintings. His picture "The Infant Hercules Strangling the Serpents"
was commissioned by Catherine Il of Russia. In it Reynolds wished to portray in
allegorical form the might of young Russia defeating its enemies as successfully as the
infant Hercules, son of Seus and Alcmene, battled the giant snakes planted into his
cradle by the jealous Hera, wife of Seus.

Reynolds devoted himself entirely to portraiture. He was one of the founders
of the English school of portrait-painting at the time of the industrial revolution.
Quite often he included real personages in his mythological works. For example the
prophet in the picture "The Infant Hercules Strangling the Serpents" is actually
Samuel Johnson, lexicographer, a close friend of Reynolds. The woman's head above
is undoubtedly Sarah Siddons, the famous tragic actress.

THOMAS GAINSBOROUGH (1727-1788). Thomas Gainsborough was born in
the small market town of Sudbury in Suffolk. He was the youngest of the nine
children in the family. When a boy he was very good at drawing, and according to a
story about him, he made such a good portrait from memory of a thief whom he had
seen robbing a garden that the thief was caught. It was his early efforts at landscape

painting that were the reason for his father allowing him to go to London to study.
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Gainsborough was good-humoured and witty. His portraits of children have
infinite charm. He had a great feeling and sympathy for them. The delightful portraits
of his two little daughters have given pleasure for over 200 years and still do. His
portraits are painted in clear tones. His colour is always tender and soft. Light tone
scheme and use of light  blues and yellows belong essentially to his earlier period.

Perhaps the best known today of all Gainsborough's portraits is the famous
"The Blue Boy". But curiously enough it was little known in Gainsborough's days and
there is no definite information about the date of the painting. There is an opinion
that Gainsborough painted "The Blue Boy" in order to establish the point which he
had made in a dispute with Reynolds and other painters, when he maintained that
the predominant colour in a picture should be blue.

Thomas Gainsborough was Reynolds's rival and almost exact contemporary. He
was also his most exact opposite. He brought an innate genius for drawing, delight in
colour and movement. He is the purest lyricist among the painters.

"The Portrait of Lady Howe" (1765) is one of his masterpieces. It is a portrait in
a Van Dyck habit. Behind the Lady you can see the English landscape which was so
dear to Gainsborough's heart. Even in the portrait painting he is an out-of-door
painter. If you think of his finest portraits you will immediately remember that the
backgrounds are well-observed country scenes. The famous "The Blue Boy" is placed
against an open sky and a background of brown and green landscape. In Mrs.
Sheridan's portrait the background is the wide sky and broad view into the valley.

He loved the country-side of his childhood and often said that the Suffolk
country-side had made him a painter. One of the most famous of his late landscapes
is "The Market Cart" painted two years before he died. He lived in that period when
landscape painting was not in fashion. Rich people did not spend money on
landscapes. So, it's really remarkable that there were more than 40 unsold

landscapes in his studio at the time of his death.
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JOHN CONSTABLE (1776-1837). John Constable was born in the village of East
Bergholt, Suffolk in 1776. His father was a man of some property — he had water mills
and windmills, and John after leaving grammar school helped his father. From his
boyhood Constable was devoted to painting and his father allowed him to visit
London and to consult the landscape-painter J. Farington, but only in 1799 he could
adopt the profession of painting and became a student at the Royal Academy. For
Constable nature was the "source from which all originality must spring". In fact,
Constable was better appreciated in France than in England, and was regarded there
as the father of the French school of landscape. He interested himself in the study of
colour, its theory and chemistry and became almost a professional meteorologist. He
wrote: "Painting is a science, and should be pursued as an inquiry into the laws of
nature." His sketch of "Brighton Beach, with Colliers" is typical of his method.

John Constable painted many well-known works, such as "Flatford Mill", "The
Cottage in the Cornfield", "The Hay Wain", "The Lock", "Salisbury Cathedral from the
Meadows" and others. Constable was winning recognition in England for a long time.
However, his fresh and charming landscapes were an immediate success when
exhibited in the Paris salon of 1824, influencing a great number of progressive young
French painters. The realism of Constable in English art had no further followers
towards the end of the 19th century, when academic trends grew stronger, idealism
developed, and later turned to formalism.

JOSEPH MALLORD WILLIAM TURNER (1775-1851). The paintings of Joseph
Mallord William Turner are among the outstanding art achievements of the
nineteenth century. Turner's earliest works were watercolours. His first oils are
sombre in colour but already reveal his preoccupation with contrasted effects of light
and atmospheric effects such as storms and rainbows. The painting of light was his

business. For Turner light was the main principle of the world, his theme was to show
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that light dissolved all matter into its own qualities, the colours of the prism. Light is
triumphant in his pictures.

The dream-like landscapes, often of Venice, represented one side of Turner's
late style. The other was the more and more direct expression of the destructiveness
of nature, apparent particularly in some of his sea-pieces. The force of wind and
water was conveyed by his open, vigorous brushwork. His pictures "The Shipwreck",
"Burning of the Houses of Parliament", "Snow Storm" and others are original and
brilliant in their mastery. Of his life we know practically nothing. He lived only in and
for his art. Son of a London barber, he started drawing and painting as a small boy,
selling his drawings to the customers in his father's shop. When Turner was thirteen,
he chose an artistic career. His oil paintings were exhibited in the Royal Academy in
1793 and in 1802 Turner was elected Academician of the Royal Academy.

He lived till he was seventy-six, painting with something like frenzy till the end.
When his work came to be listed the records showed 200 important oil paintings,
300 water-colours, and no less than 20,000 sketches and drawings! An enormous
number of his great canvases were his own, and the lonely old man, dying,
bequeathed them to the nation.

The British have always been known as great art collectors. During the colonial
times the aristocracy and rich merchants filled their houses and castles with valuable
paintings, furniture and ornaments which they brought back from their travels
abroad. So their collections can be seen today in palaces and castles, country houses
and, of course, in museums and various picture galleries. In 1753 by an Act of
Parliament the British Museum was founded, and the state itself became a big
collector. London is the world's leading centre of museums and galleries, holding the
richest variety of works of arts.

There are about 2,000 museums and galleries in Britain which include the chief

national collections, and a great variety of independently or privately owned
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institutions. But some of the most comprehensive collections of objects of artistic,
archaeological, scientific, historical and general interest are contained in the national
museums and galleries in London. Among them are the British Museum, the Victoria
and Albert Museum, the Science Museum, the National Gallery, the Tate Gallery, the
National Portrait Gallery, the Geological Museum, the Natural History Museum,
Madame Tussaud's, the Tower of London and many other treasure institutions.

There are national museums and art galleries in Scotland, Wales and Northern
Ireland. In Edinburgh — the National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland, the Royal
Scottish Museum; in Cardiff — the National Museum of Wales; in Belfast — the Ulster
Museum.

Situated in Bloomsbury, THE BRITISH MUSEUM is the world's largest museum.
It was built between 1823 and 1852. Most famous exhibits include the Rosetta Stone
in the Southern Egyptian Gallery, and in the manuscript room, the Magna Charta,
Nelson's log-book, and Scott's last diary.

The British Museum includes also the British Library, which is the national
library of the United Kingdom and ranks among the greatest libraries in the world,
such as the National Library of Congress in Washington or the National Library in
Paris. The Library has the world-famous collections of about 12 million items of
monographs, manuscripts, maps, stamps, newspapers and sound records. Publishers
are obliged, by law, to supply the Library with a copy of each new book, pamphlet or
newspaper published in Britain.

THE VICTORIA AND ALBERT MUSEUM is a national collection of fine and
applied arts of all countries and periods. Of great interest are the costumes displays,
the rooms of different historical periods, the jewellery and porcelain, the celebrated
Raphael cartoons belonging to the Crown and the best collection of English
miniatures to be found in the country. The Museum has about seven miles of

galleries with various exhibits, including ethnic arts and crafts.
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THE NATIONAL GALLERY exhibits all schools of European painting from the
13th century and includes works by Van Dyck, Rubens, Vermeer, Holbein, El Greco,
Goya, Velasquez, Gainsborough and Leonardo da Vinci. It also includes the largest
collection of Rembrandts outside Holland. There are over thirty rooms in the Gallery
and lectures are given regularly by experts.

THE TATE GALLERY is really three galleries: a national gallery of British art, a
gallery of modern sculpture and a gallery of modern foreign painting. Among the
treasures to be found are modern sculptures by Rodin, Moore and Epstein.

THE SCIENCE MUSEUM houses the national collections of science, industry and
medicine. Many exhibits are full size and there are many historic objects of scientific
and technological significance. Additionally there are exhibits sectioned to show their
internal construction and working models. The children's gallery gives a dioramic
history of the development of transport.

THE NATURAL HISTORY MUSEUM is the home of the national collections of
living and fossil plants and animals. It also has collections of rocks, minerals and
meteorites, as well as coins, manuscripts and other treasures. At first these
collections were all kept in the British Museum as part of its exhibits. But, over the
years, so much was added to the collections that shortage of space became a major
problem and, in 1860, it was decided to split off the natural history departments and
house them separately. The architect Alfred Waterhouse designed a suitable building,
the construction of which was completed in 1880. The building of the National
History Museum, which is over one hundred years old, also houses a scientific
research institution. More than 300 scientists are engaged in the identification and
classification of animals, plants and minerals.

THE NATIONAL ARMY MUSEUM covers the history of the British Army from the
formation of the Yeomen of the Guard by Henry VIl in 1485 to the outbreak
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of the First World War in 1914. It also displays the history of the Commonwealth
armies up to independence.

THE IMPERIAL WAR MUSEUM gives a visual record of all the campaigns in
which British and Commonwealth armed forces have been engaged since the
outbreak of the First World War. Its portraits, books, photographs, maps and films
constitute an important source of reference for historians.

MADAME TUSSAUD'S MUSEUM OF WAXWORKS in Marylebone Road is one of
London's great attractions. Madame Tussaud first became associated with life-size
wax portraits in 1770 when, at the age of 9, she helped her uncle open an exhibition
in Paris. When she was 17 she made a wax portrait of Voltaire and followed this with
death-masks of Marie Antoinette, Robespierre and other victims of the French
Revolution.

She came to England in 1802, travelling with her exhibition for about thirty
years before settling down permanently in Baker Street. The Museum was founded in
1884 not far from this street. Madame Tussaud continued to make wax models until
she was 81. Her figures were extremely realistic, and their costumes could be
characterized by great accuracy. The range of her works was really enormous. A
visitor to London's great Wax Museum will see kings and queens, statesmen and
writers, actors and musicians, artists and sportsmen, scientists, astronauts, world
leaders and so on and so forth. Unsuspecting visitors will be struck by the Chamber of
Horrors displaying many notorious criminals. The last of notable events on view

includes those depicting the historical Battle of Trafalgar and the Battle of Britain.
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BRITISH STATE SYSTEM

THE MONARCHY.
THE GOVERNMENT.
PARLIAMENT.
POLITICAL PARTIES

The monarchy is the most ancient secular institution in the United Kingdom,
going back at least to the 9th century. The monarch can trace her descent from the
Saxon King Egbert, who united all England under his sovereignty in 829. The
continuity of the monarchy has been broken only once by a republic that lasted only
11 years (1649-1660). Monarchy is founded on the hereditary principle and it has
never been abandoned. The succession passed automatically to the oldest male child
or, in the absence of males, to the oldest female offspring of the monarch. Quite
recently the rules of descent have been changed. Now the succession passes to the
oldest child irrespective of its sex.

The coronation of the sovereign consists of recognition and acceptance of the
new monarch by the people; the taking by the monarch of an oath of royal duties;
the anointing and crowning (after communion); and the rendering of homage by the
Lords Spiritual and Temporal. The coronation service, conducted by the Archbishop of
Canterbury, is held at Westminster Abbey in the presence of representatives of the
Lords, the Commons and all the great public interests in the United Kingdom, the

Prime Minister and leading members of the Commonwealth countries,
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representatives of foreign states. By the Act of Parliament, the monarch must be a
Protestant.

For several centuries the monarch personally exercised supreme executive,
legislative and judicial powers but with the growth of Parliament and the courts the
direct exercise of these functions progressively decreased. The 17th-century struggle
between the Crown and Parliament led to the establishment of a constitutional
monarchy.

The monarch in law is the head of the executive, an integral part of the
legislature, the head of the judiciary, the commander-in-chief of all the armed forces
of the Crown and the temporal governor of the established Church of England. But
the Crown is only sovereign by the will of Parliament, and the monarch acts on the
advice of her ministers which she cannot constitutionally ignore. And in most matters
of state the refusal of the monarch to exercise her power according to the direction
of her Prime Minister would risk a serious constitutional crisis. That's why it is often
said that the monarch reigns but does not rule.

Nevertheless, the functions of the monarch are politically important. The
powers of the monarch are to summon, prorogue (suspend until the next session)
and dissolve Parliament; to give royal assent to legislation passed by Parliament. The
monarch is the "fountain of justice" and as such can, on the advice of the Home
Secretary, pardon or show mercy to convicted criminals. As the Commander-in-Chief
of the armed services (the Royal Navy, the Army and the Royal Air Force) she
appoints officers, and as temporal head of the established Church of England she
makes appointments to the leading positions in the Church. In international affairs as
Head of the State the monarch has the power to conclude treaties, to declare war
and to make peace, to recognize foreign states and governments, and to annexe and

cede territories.
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An important function of the Sovereign is the appointment of a prime minister.
Normally the appointment is automatic since it is a convention of the constitution
that the sovereign must invite the leader of the party which won a majority in the
House of Commons to form a government. If no party has a majority or if the party
having a majority has no recognized leader, the monarch's duty is to select a prime
minister consulting anyone she wishes.

Like the Monarchy, Parliament in Britain is an ancient institution dating from
the beginning of the 13th century, though officially it was established in 1265 by
Simon de Montfort. It is the third oldest parliament in the world in action (it was
preceded by Althing of Iceland and the Parliament of the Isle of Man).

Parliament is the supreme legislative body of the United Kingdom. The
overriding function of Parliament is legislating bills, making bills lawful. But
Parliament is not only lawmaking body, it is also a law- enforcing body, i. e. it has
judicial functions. Other functions of Parliament are to raise money through taxation
so as to enable the government to function, to question and examine government
policy and administration, particularly its financial programme, and to debate or
discuss important political issues.

Every parliament is limited to a 5-year term of work. The work of Parliament is
divided into sessions. Every session starts at the end of October or the beginning of
November and lasts 36 weeks up to late August.

British Parliament is composed of two houses — the House of Lords and the
House of Commons. The House of Lords appeared first as King's council of the
nobility. The House of Commons originated later, in the second half of the 14th
century.

The Houses work in different places, in the opposite parts of Westminster
palace, but their debating Chambers are shaped in the same way which is vitally

important. The arrangement of seats in both is of great significance, reflects and
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maintains the two-party system of Britain. Both the Houses are rectangular (not
semicircular as most European Chambers) in shape with rows of benches on either
side and a raised platform for the throne in the House of Lords, which is a joint
present of Australia and Canada, and the Speaker's Chair in the House of Commons.

To the right of the Speaker are the seats for the Government and its
supporters, to his left — for the Opposition. So the debates are face to face debates,
not figuratively. Facing the Speaker there are cross benches for Independent
members, for those who do not belong to either of the two leading political parties.

There are 5 rows of benches in the House of Commons (4 — in Lords') on both
of its sides. Front benches on either side are the seats of the Government (Cabinet
members) and the Opposition (Shadow Cabinet members). Hence the division of MPs
into front-benchers and back-benchers.

The proceedings in both the Houses are public and visitors are admitted into
the Strangers' Gallery.

The House of Commons today is elected with a nation-wide representation. Of
its 659 members 529 represent constituencies in England, 40 — in Wales, 72 — in
Scotland and 18 — in Northern Ireland (119 MPs are women). When speaking about
British Parliament the House of Commons is usually meant. "MP" is addressed only to
the members of the House of Commons. This House is the centre of real political
power and activity, most of its members being professional politicians, lawyers,
economists, etc.

The party that has won the General Election makes up the majority in the
House of Commons and forms the Government. The party with the next largest
number of members in the House (or sometimes a combination of other parties)
forms the official Opposition, and the Leader of the Opposition is a recognized post in

the House of Commons.
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There are seats for only 437 MPs. One of the most important members in the
House of Commons is the Speaker who despite his name is the one who actually
never speaks. The Speaker is the Chairman, or presiding MP of the House of
Commons. He is elected by a vote of the House at the beginning of each new
Parliament to preside over the House and enforce the rules of order. He cannot
debate or vote. He votes only in case of a tie, i. e. when voting is equal and, in this
case he votes with the Government. The main job of the Speaker is to maintain strict
control over debates, to keep fair play between the parties, the Government and
opposition, between back-benchers and front-benchers.

The House of Lords is a non-elected, hereditary upper chamber. It comprises
26 Lords Spiritual (2 of which are archbishops of Canterbury and York, the rest — senior
bishops of the Church of England), 91 hereditary peers, 568 life peers and peeresses
created under the Life Peerages Act of 1958, rewarded for specially good service. The
title is not inherited by their children. 1/4 of life peers are women. The total number of
persons thus qualified to sit in the House of Lords is in excess of 703 including the
judges of the Supreme Court of Judicature (the Court of Appeal and the High Court of
Justice). The Monarch belongs to the House of Lords so there is a throne in the Lords'
Chamber from where she makes her State Opening Speech.

There is also a woolsack — the seat of the Lord Chancellor who presides in the
House of Lords. Unlike the Speaker in the House of Commons the Lord Chancellor is
not impartial, as he is a government officer, responsible for the administration of
justice, and an automatic member of the Cabinet. Although he presides over the
House he is not concerned with order. Any peer has the power to rise in his place and
move thus demonstrating his disapproval to a fellow peer having the floor. No one
calls to order.

The House of Lords is of Tory majority composed largely of company directors,

landlords, bankers, steel and oil magnates, newspaper proprietors and so on. Its main
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function is to defend the interests of the propertied people, to criticize the Labour
Government, to delay, amend or bury altogether the bills which went contrary to
their interests. For its utterly conservative character it is often called "the House of
obstruction" or "a hangover from a past age".

The power of delaying a bill for a year is still a great privilege of the Lords.
During a year the political situation may change in favour of the Conservatives, the
propaganda work may divert the attention from the uneasy bill, it may be forgotten
or amended unrecognizably leaving nothing of its essence.

Of all the parliaments in the world, the lowest quorum needed to adopt a
decision is the British House of Lords. Three Lords present will make a quorum and
will be capable to take any decision. Lords are far freer to vote according to their own
convictions rather than party policy than are Members of the Commons. Average
daily attendance is only about 300 and most of these are life peers.

Parliament is not only a law-making body, it is also a law-enforcing body, that is
it has judicial functions. The main judicial work of Parliament today is that carried out
daily by the House of Lords. This House serves as the final Court of Appeal for Great
Britain and Northern Ireland. Appeals may be heard either in the Chamber of the
House or in the Appellate Committee. Judgement is always given in the House itself —
normally at a morning sitting specially held for this purpose. Only peers who hold or
have held high judicial office sit to hear appeals, and they are sometimes presided
over by the Lord Chancellor, who is the head of the English judicial system.

The Monarch's government governs in the name of the monarch and is
responsible for the administration of national affairs. All ministers are appointed by
the monarch on the recommendation of the Prime Minister. The number of ministers
in the Government may vary from 80 to 100, all the ministers are members of either

of the two Houses, but the majority of them are members of the House of Commons.
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Naturally, the Prime Minister cannot belong to the House of Lords. Functionally
ministers may be classified as:

— departmental ministers — who are in charge of government departments
(they are also known as Secretaries of State);

— non-departmental ministers, or ministers "without portfolio". They include
the holders of traditional offices: the Lord Privy Seal, the Lord President of the
Council, the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster;

— ministers of State — usually appointed as subordinate to government
departments where the work is particularly heavy or complex and where it involves
frequent travelling abroad;

— junior ministers, or Parliamentary Under-secretaries — assistants of
Secretaries of State.

The central institution, the core of the British Government is the Cabinet. The
Cabinet is composed of about 20 ministers personally selected by the Prime Minister,
who is the directing head and force of the Cabinet as well as of the whole
government. Cabinet-making is a very important part of a Prime Minister's job and a
Cabinet remains very much the expression of Prime Minister's personality. He not
only appoints ministers but can require their resignation. He can replace a minister or
break up the entire Cabinet. He controls the agenda of business to be dealt with at
Cabinet meetings. He can dissolve the House of Commons and thus bring about a
General Election at any time.

The Cabinet is the most powerful and strongly rooted organ of government in
Britain. The powers of the Cabinet are immensely large in every sphere of
government. The Cabinet of Ministers introduce legislation, control finance, arrange
the time-table of the House of Parliament, conduct foreign affairs, control the

colonies, exercise supervision over every department of administration.
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Though Britain is a multiparty democracy its political scene is dominated by a
two-party system: one party in power, the other in opposition. Now they are the
Conservative and the Labour Parties. The two-party system has evolted since thel8th
century when the conflicting groups within Parliament formed opposing parties
known as Tories and Whigs.

The Conservative party emerged to defend the interests of big, reactionary
landowners, of the cavaliers who supported the King (Charles 1) in, his struggle with
Parliament, of the conservative gentry and the clergy of the Church of England. They
were called Tories — an insult with a touch of racial prejudice, as the name meant
"Irish thief".

Today the Conservative Party is the party of the Right, identified with the idea
of economic freedom and mainly with the idea of resistance to change. The aims of
the Party are: to uphold religion, to maintain defence forces adequate for the
preservation of freedom and prevention of war, to provide freedom and opportunity
by supporting free enterprise and initiative against socialist system of state-trading
arid nationalization, to encourage wider spread of ownership of property, to improve
standards of life, to promote better health, to give greater educational opportunities.
The Conservative party has successfully portrayed itself as the party of patriotism. As
it appeals to a "property-owning democracy" it is supported by wealthier classes,
receiving much money from major business and financial institutions. It gives
emphasis to the importance of law and order, and it is highly disciplined, tending no
dissent from the leadership publicly.

The Labour Party is less disciplined but more democratic, with more open
disagreements between the leadership and other party members. Labour is the party
of social justice, though its emphasis is less on equality than on the achievement of
wellbeing and opportunity for all members of society. It tends to put the collective

wellbeing of society above individual freedom, in the economic sphere at any rate.
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Traditionally it has been committed to public ownership of major industries
(nationalization) and to economic planning. By 1990 and later its politics had moved
towards the centre so that in many aspects they were hardly different from those of
the Liberal Democrats. It has now accepted more use of market forces and less
central control, it encourages diversity, individual enterprise, decentralized economic
organization. And contrary to its earlier policies now it fully supports Britain's
membership in the European Community as essential to the country's political and
economic future.

By its officially stated ideas and purposes the party has claimed to be
progressive. Its central ideal has been the brotherhood of men. It has rejected
discrimination on grounds of race or colour, it has defended the right of all peoples to
freedom, independence and selfgovernment, it has supported the work for world
disarmament, it has affirmed the duty of richer nations to assist poorer ones, it stood
for social justice and the creation of the socialist community with a classless society
and with planned economy. It claims to obtain and hold power only through free
democratic institutions, by reforms.

The beginning of the Liberal Party goes back to the end of the 17th century as
it descended from Whigs, an opposition to the Tory Party in Parliament. Officially it
was formed in 1877. During the second half of the 19th century many working people
looked to the Liberal Party to provide a policy different from that of the Tory Party
and their supporters. So in the middle of the 19th century the Liberals represented
the trading and manufacturing classes, supported by popular elements, who pressed
for social reforms and extension of the franchise". "Civil and Religious Liberty" was
taken as the Party's slogan. For long periods up to 1914 the Liberals had a
parliamentary majority. While in power they introduced a number of reforms and

innovations including free elementary education.
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After World War | the Liberal Party was growing weaker, many representatives
of the working class and bourgeoisie were leaving the liberals. Having suffered
several defeats at the elections the party could never overcome the blow. It declined
rapidly as a parliamentary force, its place being taken by the Labour Party which has
become an opposition and alternative government to the Conservatives. In 1988 the
Liberal Party merged with the new Social Democratic Party forming the Liberal
Democrats.

In 1981 a new party was formed to try to break the dominance of the
Conservative and Labour. Some Conservatives and extreme right wing of Labours left
their own parties to join the new Social Democrats. The new party agreed to fight
elections in alliance with the small but long-established Liberals, forming the Alliance.
After unsuccessful results of the 1987 Election the Liberal Party merged with the
Social Democratic Party (1988) to become the Liberal Democrats. Its aim is to attract
the votes of the middle ground between Labour and the Conservatives and
opponents of both parties, of those who are disillusioned with their policies. But
there parliamentary representation is almost insignificant so far (26 % of vote but 8 %
of MPs in 2001 General Elections). That is why it campaigns for a system of
proportional representation in Parliament. But the Party plays a certain role with the
possibility of tipping the scales between the two largest parties.

The Liberal Democratic Party aims to build a liberal democratic society in which
every citizen shall possess liberty, property and security and none shall be enslaved

by poverty, ignorance or conformity.
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THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

GEOGRAPHY OF THE USA.
THE DISCOVERY OF AMERICA.
THE WAR OF INDEPENDENCE.
THE CiviL WAR.
THE STRUCTURE OF THE GOVERNMENT

Geography of the USA. Stretching between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans the
United States is bounded by Canada in the north and by Mexico and the Gulf of
Mexico in the south. Along the Atlantic coast the land is flat, and there are many
good harbours where large cities have grown up. In the north the ground is stony and
not very good for farming. There are forests in this part of the country, and lumbering
is an important industry. In the middle of the Atlantic coast there are several large
cities whose deep harbours have made them centres of trade. The southern part is
good for farming. The climate is warm and tobacco, cotton, rice grow on the southern
farms. Oranges, lemons, and other fruits grow well in the sunny state of Florida.

The Appalachian range of mountains are the "old" ones. West of the
Appalachians is fertile farmland. One thousand miles away from the shore of the
Atlantic is the Mississippi, the largest river in the United States. Beyond the
Mississippi there are the great plains. People grow wheat and corn and raise cattle,
sheep, and pigs. Westward, the land becomes higher and higher until you come to

the Rocky Mountains, the second large mountain range in the United States. They
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are larger than the Appalachians. The scenery is wild and beautiful. At the southern
end of the Rockies lies a sandy desert, which is watered with the help of great dams.

You must travel another thousand miles to reach the Pacific Ocean. The
climate along the Pacific coast is neither too hot nor too cold. In the south, in
California, the weather is sunny and warm. Further to the north along the coast, the
climate is cooler and it rains more. The forests here provide much of the lumbers for
house-building. Fishing and fish canning are important industries along the Pacific
Ocean beach.

The main historic events of the USA. The Vikings visited the continent of North
America almost a thousand years ago, but they were seamen and fighters and they
did not try to settle on the land or make its discovery known. It was not really
discovered until Christopher Columbus, exploring for the King and Queen of Spain,
arrived in 1492. He didn't know that the big continents of North and South America
blocked the way. He was sure that because the Earth was round, he could reach
India, China and Japan by sailing west. He died believing that he had found the Far
East, and never understood that he had discovered new continents. After Columbus,
there were many trips of exploration by the Spanish, the Dutch, the French and the
English, but the first permanent English colony was not started until 1607. This was in
Virginia, where the settlers found out from the Indians how to grow tobacco. Tobacco
was very popular in Europe and Virginia became a rich colony. Farther north, in New
England, the land was being settled by people who left their homes in England, and
England had several growing colonies along the Atlantic coast. Most of the settlers
were English and they brought the English language, culture and customs to the new
land.

The war of Independence or the American Bourgeois Revolution (1775-1783).
The rapid development of the British colonies in America in the 18th century gave

rise to the so-called "American problem". The French and Indian War was over
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in 1763. The American colonies helped England in this war. The northern country of
Canada now belonged to England and the French were driven out of the fertile
western river valleys. George lll, King of England, wanted to draw the American
colonies closer to the mother country. New laws were passed and the colonists had
to pay new high taxes to support Eng- land. These post-war decisions stimulated an
evergrowing movement of protest which exploded into the War of Independence.

In 1774 thirteen colonies sent their delegates to a Continental Congress in
Philadelphia. On July 4, 1776 the delegates signed the document known as the
Declaration of Independence, and declared the establishment of the United States of
America. Since then July 4 is celebrated by the Americans as a national holiday —
Independence Day.

The Continental Congress authorized an American army appointing George
Washington its commander. But Britain didn't agree with the Declaration until 1783,
when the American colonists won in the War of Independence. So after the years of
bitter fighting the United States at last were recognized as a new independent
country. George Washington had led the army in its successful fight. He was elected
the new country's first president.

The Civil War (1861-1865). The American Revolution opened a new stage in
the transformation from feudalism to capitalism, but it failed to abolish slavery. The
struggle of the American colonies for political and economic freedom from Great
Britain activated the anti-slavery movement.

Slavery as a source of cheap labour was instituted in America as early as the
1660s. Many poor people came to America to escape political oppression and
economic exploitation. They had to work on a master's land for some years as
payment for their transportation from Europe. But it was impossible to enslave the
entire working population and therefore the enslavement of black Africans became a

source of cheap labour available. Negroes brought by force from their African
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homeland to America were turned to slaves. Almost all of them were in the South
where southern planters made them plant and pick the great cotton crops. Cruelty
was an integral part of the slave system. Slave revolts were frequent. Slavery became
a shame to the American nation. Many people in the North opposed slavery and took
part in anti-slavery actions. The problem was not solved even in Congress. The
southern states left the Union and the Civil War between the North and the South
broke out.

The Civil War greatly affected the course of American history. President Lincoln
issued the Emancipation Proclamation which committed the nation to stamp out
slavery in the southern states. The American slavery was crushed, the nation was
unified. But the fight for Negro rights has not been yet ended.

The structure of the government. The government in the United States is
federal. The government shares its power with the states. The Constitution written
about two hundred years ago is the foundation of the government of the USA. The
Constitution divides power among the legislative, judicial and executive branches of
the government. Each branch is almost independent. The head of the executive
branch is the President. The head of the legislative branch is the Congress. The head
of the judicial branch is the Supreme Court.

The legislative division is responsible for making the laws of the country. The
executive division carries out these laws. The Congress is divided into two houses, the
Senate, or Upper House, and the House of Representatives. Members of the Senate
are elected to six-year terms, but they are not all elected at the same time. Members
of the House of Representatives are elected for two years. They are to finish their
terms of office at the same time. The House of Representatives has more than four
times as many members as the Senate. Each state sends a different number of men

according to the population of the state. A bill may be introduced in either the Senate
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or the House of Representatives. A bill approved by both the Senate and the House of
Representatives is sent to the President to sign.

The President and Vice-President are elected for a four-year term. The
President may be reelected and serve eight years altogether, but no longer than that.
There are eleven Cabinet officers. These men are appointed by the President with the
approval of the Senate. The Cabinet takes care of such national business as defence,
postal service, foreign relations, money and so on.

The third branch of the government is judicial. The Supreme Court is the
highest court in the country. It has one Chief Justice and eight Associate Justices. The
President appoints these men for life, but they must be approved by the Senate. The

decision of the Supreme Court is final.
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THE US STATE SYSTEM. CULTURE. EDUCATION

THE US STATE SYSTEM.
LOCAL GOVERNMENT.

THE SYSTEM OF EDUCATION IN THE USA.
AMERICAN FOLK, JAZz AND POPULAR MUSIC.
AMERICAN HOLIDAYS AND CUSTOMS.

THE AMERICAN VARIANT OF THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE

The government in the United States is federal. The government shares its
power with the states. The Constitution written about two hundred years ago is the
foundation of the government of the USA. The Constitution divides power among
the legislative, judicial and executive branches of the government. Each branch is
almost independent. The head of the executive branch is the President. The head of
the legislative branch is the Congress. The head of the judicial branch is the
Supreme Court.

The legislative division is responsible for making the laws of the country. The
executive division carries out these laws. The Congress is divided into two houses, the
Senate, or Upper House, and the House of Representatives. Members of the Senate
are elected to six-year terms, but they are not all elected at the same time. Members
of the House of Representatives are elected for two years. They are to finish their
terms of office at the same time. The House of Representatives has more than four
times as many members as the Senate. Each state sends a different number of men

according to the population of the state. A bill may be introduced in either the Senate
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or the House of Representatives. A bill approved by both the Senate and the House of
Representatives is sent to the President to sign.

The President and Vice-President are elected for a four-year term. The
President may be re-elected and serve eight years altogether, but no longer than
that. There are eleven Cabinet officers. These men are appointed by the President
with the approval of the Senate. The Cabinet takes care of such national business as
defence, postal service, foreign relations, money and so on.

The third branch of the government is judicial. The Supreme Court is the
highest court in the country. It has one Chief Justice and eight Associate Justices. The
President appoints these men for life, but they must be approved by the Senate. The
decision of the Supreme Court is final.

Local government. The United States allows a great deal of power to the
individual states. Each state has a constitution, patterned after the national
Constitution, with its three divisions of power: legislative, executive and judicial. The
head of each state is the governor. Each state has control over its state government.
But no state may pass a law contrary to the Constitution or to the United States' laws
and treaties. Each state creates units of local government. Large cities have an
elected mayor as head of the elected council to help him. The mayor and council
have broad power. The mayor-council system is the most popular kind of local
government. The elected council keeps the legislative power.

ELEMENTARY (PRIMARY) SCHOOLS. Most Americans start to school at the age
of five when they enter kindergarten. Children do not really study at this time. They
only attend school for half the day and learn what school is like. The kindergarten
really is a link between the school and the home. Pre- school education in public
nursery schools and kindergartens aims at the child's individual development.

There are two major divisions in the elementary and secondary school system

in the USA — public schools and private schools. In public schools the education
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is free of charge while in private schools the fee for education is paid by the parents
of the children. Each state has its own laws for the educational system. Control over
the school system of education belongs to the Board of Education.

Two of the most common ways to organize the schools are by plans
designated as "8-4" and "6—3-3". The "8-4" plan refers to an elementary school
which includes all pupils in grades on through an eight- and a four-year high school.
The "6—3-3" plan has a six-year elementary school, a three-year junior school, and a
three-year junior high school. Some schools have the kindergarten attended to the
lower end of the ladder, but only about one of three American children attend a
tax-supported public kindergarten. A few schools have a public nursery school
below the kindergarten. Children attend elementary school for six years. They learn
to read and write and work with numbers. They study the world and its people.
Now there is a trend towards adding two years of public junior college at the other
end of the ladder.

Some elementary schools, however, do not have grade designations such as
first grade, second grade and third grade. In the last decades there has been a
growing trend towards nongraded elementary school. Public schools are free to all
boys and girls, but some parents prefer to send their children to private schools.
Some private schools are connected with churches, and children receive religious
instruction as well as their regular studies. Other private schools are not religious, but
have small classes and very good teachers so that parents think their children will get
a better education there than in the larger classes of the public schools.

HIGH SCHOOL. High school in the United States today is a unique educational
form. The tax-supported high school became a permanent segment of the American
educational system only in the nineteenth century. The general concept of education
in the USA is that it should be available to all citizens who want it and can derive

benefit from it.
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In their secondary schooling children get more advanced knowledge and begin
to concentrate on their special interests. They usually study further in history,
geography, the English language and literature. They may choose to study foreign
languages, advanced mathematics or sciences, such as physics or chemistry. Children
who plan to go on to college or professional training must take some of these courses
in order to enter college. Other students who do not intend to go on with school may
take classes in accounting or typing or other subjects that will help them in the
business world. Some senior high schools are vocational. Boys may learn to operate
machines or do other work. Girls may learn cook-ing, sewing or office work.

In most places in the United States children must attend school until they are
sixteen, or until they finish high school, usually at the age of seventeen or eighteen.
Some children who are not good students drop out of school at the age of sixteen.

HIGHER EDUCATION. Higher education is given in colleges and universities
either public or private. The average course is four years. Students choose a "major"
subject and take many courses in this subject. After four years of study students get
the degrees of Bachelor of Science (B. S.), Bachelor of Philosophy (Ph. B.), Bachelor of
Letters (B. L.) or Bachelor of Arts (B. A.) (if they studied Greek or Latin). Then the
students may go on studying and with a year or two of further study get a master's
degree. After another year or two of study and research, they may get a still higher
degree of Doctor of Philosophy (Ph. D.). Higher education trains people to become
teachers, engineers, dentists or to do other professional work.

Students are classified as freshmen (a freshman is a first-year student),
sophomores (a sophomore is a second-year student), and juniors (a junior is a third-
year student).

Most cities have colleges or universities that hold classes at night as well as in
the daytime. In this way people who have to work may attend school at night and

work for a degree or just take a course in a subject that interests them. Community
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groups often give courses and lectures, usually about leisure time activities. In many
cities, the secondary schools also offer classes in adult education.

Since the United States was settled largely by Europeans, it is not surprising
that classical music and folk songs were brought over from that continent.
Beethoven, Brahms, Debussy, Tchaikovsky, Stravinsky, Bach, Mozart, Bartok and
Verdi are but a few names of European composers often seen on orchestra or opera
programs. English, Irish, Scottish folk songs are sung very often and have been sung in
America by so many generations that Americans are not even conscious that these
songs are of foreign origin.

There are many folk songs that grew out of work. Working people had their
own ballads and love songs. But the greatest contribution to American music,
however, has been made by the Negroes in the South. Negro songs are now part of
the nation's most precious musical heritage.

Perhaps the Negro's greatest contribution to American music has been jazz.
After the Civil War some of the brass instruments of the Confederate military bands
fell into the hands of the Negroes, and the result was all kinds of rhythmical and
melodic experiments. Thus jazz, free of conventions and written arrangements, was
born. Such composers as Aaron Copland, and George Gershwin in America and
Stravinsky, Ravel in Europe have been influenced by American jazz.

The greatest creative contribution to American folk and popular music was
made by the black people. Near the middle of the 19th century the New Orleans-born
Louis Moreau Gottschalk (1829-1869) who studied music in France and became an
outstanding virtuoso pianist, created a number of little piano pieces treating Negro,
Creole and Latin-American motifs with affectionate freshness and life.

In the 1890s the great Czech composer, Antonin Dvorak, then teaching in New
York, declared that American composers should study their folk music, that the most

beautiful American folk music he knew for this purpose was the Negro spirituals.
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In the post-war period Walligford Piegger, Walter Piston, Roger Sessions, Virgil
Thomson, Henry Cowell, Roy Harris and Aaron Copland struggled through their
compositions, and in most cases through critical writing and teachings, to establish
large- scale composition in American cultural life. They taught, each in his own way,
to make it American.

American holidays. Each of the 59 American states established its own
holidays. The federal government, through the President and Congress, can legally
set holidays only for federal employees and for the District of Columbia. Most states,
however, accept the federal legal holidays. They are:

* New Year's Day (January 1)

e Martin Luther King's birthday (third Monday in January)

e Washington's Birthday, sometimes called "President's Day" (third Monday in
February) Memorial Day (last Monday in May)

¢ Independence Day (July 4)

e Labor Day (first Monday in September) Columbus Day (second Monday in
October) Veteran's Day (November 11)

¢ Thanksgiving Day (fourth Thursday in November) Christmas Day (December 25)

The many religious holidays such as Good Friday, Hanukkah, or Ramadan are
observed, of course, by the religious, but they have no national, or official legal
status. Rather, each state sets its own laws, and whether or not an employee is given
time off also depends on labour agreements.

There are many traditional holidays, observed by a large number of Americans,
which are also neither legal nor official. Among these are St. Valentine's Day, St.
Patrick's Day (not just people with Irish roots celebrate it), Mother's Day and
Halloween Day (the last day of October).

Perhaps the two "most American" of the holidays are the Fourth of July-

Independence Day and Thanksgiving. The Fourth of July is the day of signing
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the Declaration of Independence. It is like a big, nationwide birthday party. Some
towns and cities have parades with bands and flags. The nation's birthday is also the
nation's greatest annual summer party.

Thanksgiving is a day for families to come together. Traditional foods are
prepared for the feast-turkey or ham, corn dishes, breads and rolls, and a pumpkin
pie. At the same time, Thanksgiving is a solemn occasion, a day to remember the
many who are less well off, in America and in the world.

American customs. Americans are very punctual. It is important to be on time
at business, social and public events. If you must miss an appointment for any reason,
telephone ahead to the person you were supposed to meet, saying that you won't be
able to come. In some homes the atmosphere is quite formal. In others, it is informal
and you may sit at the kitchen table to eat dinner. Informality is a way of taking you
into the warmth of the family circle.

The Americans may have a party on one occasion in several houses at a time.
The party starts in one house where they have some light wine and snacks, and then
move on to another house and still another, travelling from house to house, taking
drinks and food with them; and previous arrangements are made about what food
each family cooks. Normally three or four houses are involved. Such a party is called
progressive dinner.

Generally Americans tend to be fairly informal. They often (but not always)
address each other by their given names on first meetings. They also tend to
abbreviate a lot. For example, Mass. means Massachusetts Avenue. Do not be
surprised and ask what these abbreviations mean.

New Year's Day has traditionally been the occasion for starting new programs
and giving up bad habits. People talk about "turning over a new leaf." Many
Americans make New Year's resolutions, promising themselves and their families to

improve their behaviour. Typical New Year's resolutions are to spend less money,
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give up smoking, begin a diet, or control one's temper. To Americans the closing of
one calendar year and the opening of another is a serious, yet happy occasion.

The American variant of the English language. Of all the many kinds of
difference that exist among the myriad varieties of English, few give rise to fiercer
discussion and greater speculation than those which differentiate British and
American English. Both form part of the 'family’ of English. Speakers of the one
immediately recognize speakers of the other as being fellow English-speakers, and
yet also as members of a distinct culture.

It is customary to think of English before about 1700 as being one language
with no specifically American characteristics yet visible, since the British settlements
were so young and so small. It is after this date that the history and development of
English in America began to diverge from that of English in Great Britain, because of
the geographical isolation of the settlers, their growing feelings of social and political
independence, their intimate contact with American Indian, Spanish, and French
cultures, and their assimilation of a large population of former slaves and of great
numbers of immigrants of diverse linguistic and cultural origins. Undoubtedly this
separate development and the distinctive American culture which it produced were
sufficient to ensure separate modes of speech and writing. But the rate of change of
the language was greater than one would expect on the basis of contemporary
experience, for two reasons:

1) there was no such thing as a single Elizabethan English, so that among the
early settlers there existed a wide range of dialects and accents, reflecting the
diversity of forms of Elizabethan English but offering no single form from which
deviations could be charted; and

2) in the early eighteenth century there existed few of the pressures for
standardization and conformity in speech and writing — such as universal literacy, a

large literature, the media of press, radio, and television — which in Britain and North

81



America today slow down the innate tendency for English, like all languages, to
change.

During the first 200 years of separate development, one of the most striking
features specific to English in America was the large number of borrowings from
other cultures. For example: from the American Indian came hickory, hooch, totem,
and squaw; from French came prairie, depot, cache, and rotisserie; from Spanish
came bronco, rodeo, patio, and vigilante; from Dutch and German came boss, dumb
(meaning stupid), and Santa Clous; and from African came gumbo, voodoo, and okra
(see Marckwardt 1958; Mencken 1963).

The contemporary situation, then, is one of two distinct yet cognate cultures in
Britain and America, each possessing a form of English as the mother tongue. The
differences of vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, orthography, semantics, and
usage between the two reflect both the similarities and the differences between the

cultures.
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PRACTICAL TASKS
GEOGRAPHICAL FEATURES AS A MIRROR OF BRITISH ATTITUDES

Discuss these questions in your group:

— What is the geographical position of the British Isles? What islands do the
British Isles consist of? Which waters separate the British Isles from the continent
of Europe?

— Which four parts is the territory of the United Kingdom historically
divided into? Characterize their geographical features.

— What three natural regions can the territory of Great Britain be divided into?

— What climate does Great Britain enjoy? What are the characteristic
features of this climate?

— What are chief rivers in Great Britain?

— Does Great Britain have a rich natural vegetation? Is farming wide
spread?

— What mineral resources is Great Britain rich in?

Read about geographical features of Great Britain to learn why they have

become signs of British national attitudes.

Geographical features as a mirror of some British attitudes

It has been claimed that the British love of compromise is the result of the

country’s physical geography. This may or may not be true, but it is certainly true that

the land and climate in Britain have a notable lack of extremes. Britain has

mountains, but none of them are very high; it also has flat land, but you cannot travel
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far without encountering hills; it has no really big rivers; it doesn’t usually get very
cold in the winter or very hot in the summer; it has no active volcanoes, and an earth
tremor which does no more than rattle tea- cups in a few houses is reported in the

national news media.

Climate

The climate of Britain is more or less the same as that of the north-western
part of the European mainland. The popular belief that it rains all the time in Britain is
simply not true. The image of a wet, foggy land was createdtwo thousand years ago
by the invading Romans and has been perpetuated in modern times by Hollywood.
The amount of rain that falls on a lawn in Britain depends on where it is. Generally
speaking, the further west you go, the more rain you get. The mild winters mean that
snow is a regular feature of the higher areas only. Occasionally, a whole winter goes
by in lower lying parts without any snow at all. The winters are in general a bit colder
in the east of the country than they are in the west, while in summer, the south is
slightly warmer and sunnier than the north.

Why has Britain’s climate got such a bad reputation? Perhaps itis for the same
reason that British people always seem to be talking about the weather. This is its
changeability. There is a saying that Britain doesn’t have a climate, it only has
weather. It may not rain very much altogether, but you can never be sure of a dry
day; there can be cool (even cold) days in July and some quite warm days in January.
The lack of extremes is the reason why, on the few occasions when it gets genuinely
hot or freezing cold, the country seems to be totally unprepared for it. A bit of snow
and a few days of frost and the trains stop working and the roads are blocked; if the
thermometer goes above 80 °F (27 °C), people behave as if they were in the Sahara

and the temperature makes front-page headlines.
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Land and Settlement

Britain has neither towering mountain ranges, nor impressively large rivers,
plains or forests. But this does not mean that its landscape is boring. What it lacks in
grandeur it makes up for in variety. The scenery changes noticeably over quite short
distances. It has often been remarked that a journey of 100 miles (160 kilometres)
can, as a result, seem twice as far. Overall, the south and east of the country is
comparatively low-lying, consisting of either flat plains or gently rolling hills.
Mountainous areas are found only in the north and west, although these regions also

have flat areas.

Ben Nevis, Scotland, is the highestpeak in the UK*
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Britain has a greater proportion of grassland than any other country in Europe
except the Republic of Ireland. One distinctive human influence, especially common
in southern England, is the enclosure of fields with hedgerows. This feature increases

the impression of variety.

Devon hedgerows®

Although many hedgerows have disappeared in the second half of the
twentieth century (farmers have dug them up to increase the size of their fields and

make them more efficient), there are still enough of them to support a great
variety of bird life.

Much of the land is used for human habitation. This is not just because Britain
is densely populated. Partly because of their desire for privacy and their love of the
countryside, the English and the Welsh don’t like living in blocks of flats in city centres

and the proportion of people who do so is lowerthan in other European countries. As

% URL: https://devonhedges.org/
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a result, cities in England and Wales have, wherever possible, been built outwards
rather than upwards (although this is not so much the case in Scottish cities). For
example, the London area as about three times the population of the Athens area
but it occupies about ten times the area of land.

However, because most people (about 80 %) live in towns or cities rather than
in villages or in the countryside, this habit of building outwards does not mean that
you see buildings wherever you go in Britain. There are areas of completely open

countryside everywhere and some of the mountainous areas remain virtually

untouched.

Well Cottage, Wiltshire®

* URL: https://well-cottage.net/
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Love of Nature

Britain was the first country in the world to appoint a government- sponsored
conservation body (the Nature Conservancy, in 1949) and it was in Britain that the first
large green pressure group was founded (the World Wildlife Fund in 1961, now the
Worldwide Fund for Nature). This is not a coincidence. One of the most striking aspects
of popular mainstream culture in Britain is the love of the rural lifestyle. Ever since they
became a nation of city dwellers, the British have had a reverence for nature and an
idealized vision of the countryside. Many people, whether they live in a suburban house
or in a flat in a high-rise block, would say their dream home was a country cottage with
roses growing over the door. The British have a deep nostalgia for an idealized world of
neat hedgerows, cottages and great country houses, surrounded by parkland and

eighteenth-century style gardens that looked harmonious and natural.

A thatched cottage in rural England, Cotswolds®

* URL: https://discovercotswolds.co.uk/the-typical-english-cottage/
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To the British, the countryside has almost none of the negative associations
which it has in some countries, such as poor facilities, lack of educational
opportunities, unemployment and poverty. To them, the countryside means peace
and quiet, beauty, good health and no crime. Most of them would live in a country
village if they thought that they could find a way of earning a living there. Ideally,
this village would consist of thatched cottages built around an area of grass known as
a "village green”. Nearby, there wouldbe a pond with ducks on it. Nowadays such a
village is not actually very common, but it is a stereotypical picture that is well-known
to the British.

Perhaps this love of the countryside is another aspect of British conservatism.
The countryside represents stability. Those who live in towns and cities take an
active interest in country matters and the British regard it asboth a right and a
privilege to be able to go "into the country” whenever they want to. There is an
organization to which thousands of enthusiastic country walkers belong, the
Ramblers’ Association. It is in constant battle with landowners to keep open the
public “rights of way” across their lands. Maps can be bought which mark, in great
detail, the routes of all the public footpaths in the country. Walkers often stay at
youth hostels. The Youth Hostels Association is a charity whose aim is "to help all,
especially young people of limited means, to a greater knowledge, love and care of
the countryside”. Their hostels are cheap and rather self-consciously bare and
sim-ple. There are more than 300 of them around the country, most of them in
the middle of nowhere!

When they cannot get in to the countryside, many British people still spend a
lot of their time with “nature”. They grow plants. Gardening is one of the most
popular hobbies in the country, and gardening programmes on radio and TV are also
very popular. Even those people who do not have a garden can participate. Each local
authority owns several areas of land which it rents very cheaply to these people in
small parcels. On these "allotments”, people grow mainly vegetables.
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Along with love of nature comes a strong dislike of anything that seems
“unnatural”. In the early years of this century, it was government policy to make
Britain “the European hub” of genetically modified (GM) plant technology. But
opposition to GM was so strong that all GM companies withdrew their application to
grow GM crops in Britain. Similarly, most people are against building a new

generation of nuclear power stations.

A typical English garden’

To preserve the health and beauty of the land the national parks were created
in many parts of the country. They are areas of protected countryside that everyone

can visit, and where people live, work and shape the landscape. And each one has an

URL: https://www.homesandgardens.com/ideas/english-garden-ideas
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organization that looks after the landscape and wildlife and helps people enjoy and
learn about the area. The first national park was set in the Peak District, at the
southern end of the Pennine Chain, in 1949. There are 15 members of the National
Parks family, beautiful areas of mountains, meadows, moorlands, woods and
wetlands. Ten of them are situated in England: Broads, Dartmoor, Exmoor, Lake
District, New Forest, Northumberland, North York Moors, Peak District, South Downs
and Yorkshire Dales. There are three national parks in Wales — Brecon Beacons,
Pembrokeshire Coast and Snowdonia, and two in Scotland — Cairngorms, Loch

Lomond and the Trossachs.

View of Mam Tor, Peak District National Park 6

® URL: https://www.visitpeakdistrict.com/business-directory/mam-tor-shivering-mountain
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View of Llyn Llydaw, Snowdonia National Park’
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Loch Lomond, Trossachs National Park®

7 URL: https://www.shutterstock.com/ru/search/llyn-llydaw
® URL: https://www.lochlomond-trossachs.org/
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The National Trust

A notable indication of the British reverence for both the countryside and the
past is the strength of theNational Trust. This is an officially recognized charity whose
aim is to preserve as much of Britain’s countryside and as many of its historic
buildings as possible by acquiring them “for the nation”. Withmore than three million
members, it is the largest conservation charity in the world.

It is actually the third largest landowner in Britain (after the Crown and the
Forestry Commission). Included in its property is more than 600 miles of the
coastline. The importance of its work has been supported by several laws, among
which is one which does not allow even thegovernment to take over any of its land
without the approval of Parliament.

Find the following words and word combinations in the text:

npMmeYaTebHOE OTCYTCTBME KpalHOCTEN —

CNY4aMHO BCTPETUTBLCA, HAaTONKHYTbCA HA YTo-nmMbo —

YBEKOBEYUTb —

06blyHan yepTa —

WHOrAa, U3penKa, BpeMA OT BPEMEHN —

nonacTb Ha NepBble NONOCHI ra3eT —

MMEeTb HeLOCTaTOYHO MPAaHAMO3HOCTHU, MbILLHOCTU —

KOMMEHCMpPOBaTb 3a CYeT pasHoobpasmna —

3HayuTeNbHOE / OLLYTUMOE BAUSHME Ntoaen —

OKPYKMTb NOJIA }KMBOWN N3ropoablo —

Bnevyat/sieHne pasHoobpasua —

6onee pauMoOHaNbHbIN —

oT/iM4aTbea 6oNblMM pa3sHoObpasnem —

enaHue yeaAnHeHuns —

rYCTOHACeNeHHbI (paioH) —
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COBEPLIEHHO He3a4eNCTBOBAaHHAA (OTKPbITaa) MECTHOCTb —
NPaKTUYECKU OCTaBaTbCA HETPOHYTbIM —

coBnageHue —

NMopaKatoLLMN acCNneKT MacCoBOM KybTypbl —

no4yMTaTb Npupoay —

UMeTb NAEeann3npPoBaHHOE BUAEHME CENbCKOM MECTHOCTU —
BbIFNSAAETb FAPMOHUYHbIM U €CTECTBEHHbIM —

He MMeTb OTpPMLUATE/IbHbIX accouMaLMii — CTePEOTUNHAA KapTUHa —
O/IMLETBOPATb CTabUNBbHOCTb —

aKTUBHO MHTEPECoBaTbLCA CeNbCKMMU Npobiemamm —

HaXo4AWUTbCA B NOCTOAHHOM Bopbbe —

TEXHONOTMA BblPalMBAHUA reHeTUYEeCKMMOAUDULMPOBAHHbBIX PaCTEHUN —
aTOMHaA 3/1eKTPOCTaHUMA —

COXPaHUTb 340POBbE U KPACOTY MECTHOCTM —

YXaXXMBaTb 33 NaHALWAGTOM U }KMBOW NPUPOAON —
noAAepP*KMBATbCS 3aKOHOM —

BCTYNUTb BO BNRageHue 3emnen 6e3 cornacms Koro-nmbo —

Answer the following questions about the geographical features of the
country:

1) In what way do you think the geographical features reflect British
attitudes?

2) What is the stereotypical vision of the British climate? Why has Britain’s
climate got such a bad reputation?

3) Do you find the British landscape boring? Do you know any placeswhich
would be interesting to visit?

4) In what ways is the British reverence for nature expressed?
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5) What images does the British countryside awake in your mind? What
typical features do you remember?

6) Do you think it's a good idea to create the National Parks? Why doyou
think people like visiting them?

7) How is the pattern of human settlement in Russia different from thatof
Britain?

8) What stereotypical images of the Russian countryside can you give?

Translate the sentences into English. Reproduce:
1. O3epHbInt Kpal (the Lake District) — cambliii 601bLLION HALUMOHANbHbLIA MNapK
B AHIIMKW, 3HAMEHWUT CBOMMMU KMBOMWUCHBIMW TOPHBIMU W 03epPHbIMK NaHAwaod-

TamMK, KOTOpble BbIMNAAAT FAPMOHUYHO M eCcTeCTBEHHO. TypuCTbl, Npuesxatoume cro-

Aa, NOYUTAIT NpuUpoay U CTapaloTCA COXPAHUTb 340POBbE WU KPACOTY MECTHOCTMU.

MHorue opraHu3auumM Mo OXPaHEe OKPYMKalolWer cpefbl NoMoratoT paunmoHaNAn3un-

pOBaTb yX0Z,3a NaHAWaPTOM U }KUBOM NPUPOLO0N.

The Skiddaw massif, town of Keswickand Derwent Water, the Lake District’

® URL: https://www.lakedistrictpeaks.co.uk/Skiddaw.html
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2. [o ocyweHus (drainage) mecTHOCTb B BOCTOYHOW AHIrAMM nog Ha3BaHUEM

Bonota (the Fens) 6bi1a NOKpbITa BOAOW M COBEPLIEHHO HE MCNO/Ib30Basack. Celyac

Ka*eTCA, YTO Ha 3TOM 3em/ie He40CTAaTOYHO MbIWHOCTU — 340ecCb He BCTPETULIDb HUN TPa-

ANUNOHHbBIX XUBbIX nsropoaen unu M3AUWHbIX CagoB — HO OTCYTCTBUE PACTUTENb-

HOCTM KOMMEHCUPYETCA 3a cYeT 60oratcrBa Ce/IbCKOXO3ANCTBEHHbIX yroaui (farm-

land) ¢ nnopopoaHOI NOYBOIA.
3. CroyHxeHAX (Stonehenge), goncTOpUYECKMIA KAMEHHbIM NaMATHUK, pacno-
naraetca B aHramickom rpadceree Yuntwup (the Englishcounty of Wiltshire) 6bin

YyBEKOBEYEH B CO3HaHWM NOAEN KaK camoe 3arago4vHoe coopyx»eHue Bennkobpu-

TaHun. OCTaBasACb NPAKTUYECKM HETPOHYTbIM Ha NPoOTAXKEHUNU MHOTUX CTO!'IETI/II‘;i,

,D,pEBHVIVI NaMATHUK He pa3 nonajgan Ha nepsble Noa0Cbl ra3er, 3aCTtaB/iAA 3a4y-

MaTbCA Had rmnoTe3amMun ero sossegeHunA.

Stonehenge™®

19 URL: https://www.britannica.com/topic/Stonehenge
96



4. CKNOHHOCTb BPUTAHLEB K UAEANM3NPOBAHHOMY BUAEHWMIO CENbCKOW MECT-

HOCTU, NOYNUTAHUNE NMPUPOLbl N CTPEMIEHNE K CENBCKOMY CTUNIO XXNU3HU CTa/IN aCNeK-

TOM MacCOBOW KyAbTypbl. XO0TA 60/1blUan YacTb HaceneHms CcoCpenoToyeHa B ropoaax,

NoaAn aKTUBHO UHTEPECYIOTCA Ce/IbCKUMU npo6nemaMM M OXOTHO NMPOBOAAT BbIXOA4-

Hble B 3aropoAHbIX AOMaX, KPbITbIX COIOMOW, KOoTopble TPaaAgUUMOHHO ONNUETBOPAIOT

CcTabUIbHOCTb aHTNIMINCKOMW CeNbCKOM }U3HN.

Loch Ness, the Scottish H/'ghlands”

5. WotnaHacKkoe Bbicokoropbe (the Scottish Highlands) otamyaetca nopaka-

OWMM Pa3HOObpasnem nemsarkeun, ABNAIWMUXCA AEACTBUTE/IbHO KAUKUMWU» 3eMIA-

Mn. CTEPEOTUNHYH KapTUHY MHOTMX BbICOKOTOPHbIX A0AMH (glens) coctasnatoT 6enblie

1 URL: https://www.scottishtours.co.uk/scotlandtours/loch-ness-and-the-highlands/
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MOCTPOMKM BUHHbIX 3aBOA0B, KOTOPblE NPOU3BOAAT LWOTNAHACKUN SYMEHEBbIN BUCKM
(malt whiskey distilleries). He asnsetca coBnageHnem ToT ¢aKT, 4To cnoBo «CKOTY»
("Scotch” is used to describe someone or something from Scotland) ncnonbsyetcs
Ana 0603HaYeHMA BUCKM NO BCEMY MUPY.

6. lMpuoKcko-TeppacHbii 3anoseaHuK (Prioksko-Terrasny Reserve) pacnono-

eH Ha peke OKe B MocKoBcKol obnactn. Hebonbliaa naowaab KOMOEHCUMpPYeTca 33

cYyeT pa3Hoobpasnsa PacTUTENbHOIO U XKMBOTHOIO MMUpa. KakeTtca, uto TEPPUTOPUA 3a-

noBegHMKa OCTaETCA HETPOHYTOM MECTHOCTbIO, 340€eCb HET OWYTUMOro BAUAHUA NIO-

,g,el‘/i. Oﬂ,HaKO MHOIrme n3 HUX pa60Ta|0T 34€eCb Hag HOBbIMU TEXHONIOTMAMUK BblpaLlUn-

BaHMA PAaCTeHUN, YTOObI COXPAaHWUTb 340P0BbE N KPACOTY MECTHOCTH.

. . 12
Prioksko-Terrasny Reserve, Russia

2 URL: https://pt-zapovednik.org/
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7. O3epo balikan, pacnonoxkeHHoe B BoctouHon Cnbupm, — rnyboyanwee ose-

PO Ha 3emM/ie, KOTOpOoe OT/InYaeTCA YHUKA/IbHbIM pa3Hoobpasnem NoABOAHOrO MMUPA.

Olchon Shaman Rock, Lake Baikal, Russia™

TypuCcTbl YacTo NpuesKatoT Ha Nnobepexbe 03epa, YTOObl YBUAETb *KUBOMUCHYHO
NpPUpPoOAY U HaCNaANTbCA 3aXBaTbIBAOWMMM BUAAMMU.

Watch a video about National Park authorities and other people wholook
after the British National Parks. National Park Authorities employ staffto do a wide
range of jobs. Some staff work out in the National Park, like rangers or field
workers, whilst other staff work in an office. The video shows some of the staff at
Pembrokeshire Coast National Park. While watching payattention to the activities the

people are involved in (https.//www.nationalparks.uk/).

BURL: https://www.istockphoto.com/ru/search/2/image?phrase=shaman+rock+island+of+olkhon+lake
+baikal+russia
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Marloes peninsula, Pembrokeshire Coast, Wales™

Watch again. Answer the following questions to make a narration about people
who look after Pembrokeshire Coast National Park:

1. What's the authorities’ first task? What aspects does the conservation work cover?

2. What are the planning authorities responsible for?

3. Why do the conservation team get out and talk to people?

4. An important part of the authorities’ work is to communicate with people.
What does this kind of communication involve? What means do they resort to make
the communication successful?

5. Why are the communication and education teams created? What'’s the role
of their leaders?

6. What job do the interpretation officers do?

" URL: https://www.pembrokeshirecoast.wales/things-to-do/access-for-all/walks-for-all/marloes-
peninsula/
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7. What'’s the role of the graphic departments?

8. What is “Recreation Management”?

9. What job do the project teams do?

10. What other activities are essential to the authorities” work?

Write an essay to give your personal viewpoint as for the importance of the
activity the British National Parks do. Consider the most efficient ways toprotect the
environment.

Rendering information into English.

Read the article. Find the sentences in the text in which you can use these
topical words and phrases:

a calling card; a ferry port; marvelous cliffs, waterfalls and wonderful beaches;
to have a huge strategic significance; a settlement; the most important treasure of
Dover; white chalk cliffs; a defensive installation; a giant among allcastles; to be a part
of numerous armed conflicts; to become a command post; to be worth visiting; the

art of fortification; a system of tunnels.

Ayep — eusumHaa Kapmoyka BeaukobpumaHuu

B toro-BocTto4yHoM yactu AHraum, Ha bepery [yBpckoro nponuea, the Strait of
Dover (MNa-ae-Kane, Pas de Calais), B rpadctee KeHT (the county of Kent) pacnonoxeH
nopToBbin ropoa Aysp (Dover). HasBaHne ropoaa 6blfo B3ATO M3 A3blKA MECTHbIX
XuUTenen u o3Havyano Boay. Ha cerogHAWwHWMN AeHb [lyBp OAMH M3 CaMbIX KPACUBbIX
ropoaoB BenukobputaHMM — C  yAUBUTE/NbHbIMW  CKajflamMu, BoAonagamu W
NPEKPACHbIMM NASKAMMU.

N3-3a 61n3ocTM PpaHumm, Haxoaawelnca Bcero B 34 Km, ropos UCTOPUYECKHU
061agan orpoMHbIM CTPaTENMYECKUM 3HAYEHMEM ANA 3alWmUTbl BpUTAHCKOro ocTpoB-
HOrO KOPO/IEBCTBA, a MNepBble MNOCENEeHUs MNOSABUIUCL 34eChb €lle B AOPUMCKUE
BpemeHa. ImMeHHO B 3TMX MmecTax o6opyaoBaH Bbe3f (Bbie3a) B TYHHenb nog Jla-

MaHwem (the Channel Tunnel), oTKpbITbIN B 1994 T.
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Cambim rnaBHbIM gocTosHMem [lyBpa cumtaetcs «Knwod K AHrAuMmM» — 6enble
MeJioBble CKasbl, KOTopble, 6baarogapa spkomy 6enomy LBeTY, BUAHDbI AaxKe Ha dpaH-
Ly3CKOM cTopoHe nposvBa. OHU M34ABHA CAYXUMAM MOPAKAM CUTHaAZ oM npubau-
eHuA K beperam AHIIMKM U CTaZIM CUMBOJIOM BCel cTpaHbl. OcnenuTenbHble Meno-
Bble CKanbl [lyBpa He OAMH BEK BCTPEYalT rocteir AHrIMK, NpubbIBaOWMX C MOpPS.
MN3BECTHO TaK)Ke, YTO MMEHHO 3TUM CKanam AHrAnAa oba3aHa NOABNEHUIO CBOEro BTO-
poro HasBaHuA «TymaHHbIM AnbbuoH» (Albion), KoTopblit nonyymna OT PUMASAH,

TaK KaK NlaTUHCKoe cnoBo «albus» nepeBoaunTca Kak «benbliny.

Strait of Dover *°

TypucTbl, Npuesxatowme B [lyBp, MOryT CMOIHA HAaCcNaAUTbCA YHUKabHbIM
nensaxem TymaHHoro AnbbuoHa, Tem 6onee 4TO MeCTHaA *KenesHaa gopora

NpPOXoAUnuT y CaMoro noaHoOXXwmAa CKan.

> URL: https://www.britannica.com/place/Strait-of-Dover
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MenoBble CKasibl MOXHO BCTPETUTb MO BCEMY HOXKHOMY NobeperKbio AHINUK,
Hanpumep, Ha bnum Xen (Beachy Head) B BoctouHom Caccekce (Sussex), rae Cayt
[ayHc (The South Downs) BcTpevyaeTca ¢ MOpeM, HO BCE OHM HE MOPOANNMU TaK
MHOT0 NONyAAPHbIX MECeH, CTUXOB U KapTUH, KaK benble ckanbl [yspa.

CaMbiM M3BECTHbIM cpean 0H6OPOHUTENbHbBIX COOPYKEHWUI cTan [yBpPCKUM 3a-
MoK (Dover Castle), KoTopbii MO NpaBy CYMTAaeTCA OAHUM W3 KPYMHEUWUX U
M3BECTHEMLLMX Ha BCEW TeppuTopun BennkobputaHun. Bo3HECEHHbIN Ha BeEpLUNHY
6enbIX CKan Ha BbICOTY OKo10 114 m Hag ypoBHEM Mops 3aMoK [lyBpa, NOCTPOEHHbIN

OKONO ThbICAYM NIeT Ha3afd, A1a OTPaKeHus HawecTsuii n3 EBponbl, ABAseTCA OAHOMN

M3 CaMbiIX BnevyatTaarnwmnx u rpaHano3HbIX errIOCTel\;l B MuUpe.

Dover Castle™®
3aMOK pacnosioXKeH Ha 3HameHuTbIx benbix CKanax, B Hanbonee y3kom mecTe
JNTa-MaHuwa (the English Channel). NepBble yKpenieHMa Ha 3TOM MecCTe CyLLEeCTBOBa/U

yXXe B AOPUMCKYH 3Moxy. 34ecb 6blia KpPenocTb C 3eM/IAHbIMU BanaMu, KoTopas

® URL: https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/dover-castle/history-and-stories/history-
dover/
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CTOA/1a M BO BpeMsi pUMCKOM 3noxu. OT 3TOro neproga COXpaHMACA NULWb MAAK — CTa-
penwee 3g4aHne BennkobputaHum (okono 50 r. H. 3.).

3amok [lyBpa — rMraHT cpeam 3aMKOB. ITOMY COOPYKEHUIO NPUHALNEKUT Ca-
Maf OJMHHAA UCTOPMA Cpeau OCHOBHbIX Kpenocteih BenmkobputaHuu. CywectsyeT
HEMHOro fiereH, 06 3TOM 3aMKe, 04HaKO, eMy «40BE€N0Cb NPUHATb y4acTUE» BO MHO-
rMX BOEHHbIX KOHPAMKTax Kak CpeaHeBeKOBbA, Tak U HoBeWnlwero BpemeHu, cTaTtb
KOMaHAHbIM LEeHTPOM BennkobputaHmm Bo Bpema BTopon MUPOBOIA BOMHDI.

3amok B [lyBpe, HECOMHEHHO, CTOUT NOCeLLeHUA ewe n Gharogapa Tomy, 4YTo
BCE ero yKpenaeHua NpeKkpacHoO COXPAHUAUCL M NpeacTaBaatoT coboi ocobbint nHTe-
pec ¢ TOYKU 3peHna GopPTUPUMKALMOHHOTO MCKYCCTBA. YHUKANIEH 3aMOK U TEM, YTO MNOA,
HUM CYLLECTBYET LLe/1aA CeTb TOHHenen oblen NpoTaAXKeHHOCTbO 3,5 MuaKn, nepsble
N3 KOTOPbIX 6bIIM NocTpoeHbl 6onee 200 neT Ha3aa, Bo BpemeHa HanoneoHa.

a) Render the article into English. Express your viewpoint as for visiting places
of interest in foreign countries and keeping national heritage of our own country.

b) Be prepared to speak about Dover in class; get ready for discussion.

Role play the situation. Follow your Role Cards.

Student A’s Role Card:

Imagine you’ve just returned from Great Britain and you’re talk-ing to
your friend about British symbolic places. He (she) asks you about the most
important places which have become symbolic. You give some information
about such places and their peculiarities. Together you should decide what

places in Russia can be its calling card and exchange information about
them.
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Student B’s Role Card

Choose a topic for your Project Work:

Imagine your friend has just returned from Great Britain and you’re
talking to him (her) about British symbolic places. You ask him (her) about
the most important places which have become symbolic. He (she) gives
some information about suchplaces and their peculiarities. Together you
should decide whatplaces in Russia can be its calling card and exchange in-
formation about them.

Lowland Britain.

Highland Britain.

Wildlife and Vegetation in Great Britain.
Agricultural and Industrial Zones of Britain.
The Agricultural Uses of Land.

The environment and pollution in Great Britain.

N o u ks~ wN e

Regions of Great Britain and their peculiarities.
You may choose a theme connected with British geography you are
interested in for your project.
» Prepare a Presentation of your project.
Give your presentation at class. Let your groupmates ask you any questions

and try to answer them. Bring some questions up for group discussion.
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2. THE BRITISH MONARCHY:ELIZABETH | AND THE
"GOLDEN AGE OF THE BRITISH EMPIRE"

Discuss these questions in your group:

— What do you know about the British monarchy? Who is the head ofthe
state in Great Britain? Who is the head of the state now?

— What are the functions of the sovereign in Great Britain?
— What Royal Houses ruled the country?

— What Royal House does Elizabeth Il belong to? Who were the previous
monarchs of the House?

Read about the period of Elizabeth I’s reign (1553—1603) to learn why it is
considered one of the most important and contradictory periods in the history of England.

Lion’s cub, and | have a lion’s heart. Elizabeth I’

7 URL: https://www.rmg.co.uk/stories/topics/queen-elizabeth-i-facts-myths
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The British Isles have a rich history going back thousands of years.

The monarchial history of England begins with the Anglo-Saxons, the invaders
from the Continent who began to raid the towns and villages of the Celtic inhabitants
of the British Isles in the 5% century AD. In 828 Egbert, King of Wessex, was
acknowledged as the overlord by Mercia and Northumbria, the strongest Saxon
kingdoms formed in the central and southern parts of the island. This was the
beginning of the United Kingdom of England. Hisson Alfred the Great did much for

preserving and developing culture, otherkings started to expand the territories.

Alfred the Great™

'8 URL: https://www.thecollector.com/who-was-alfred-the-great/
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After the Norman Conquest there were five monarchical dynasties. William the
Conqueror became the founder of the House of Normans. The Housesof Plantagenet,
Tudor, Stuart and Hanover, now called Windsor, followed.

The Tudor dynasty or House of Tudor was a prominent European royal house
of Welsh origin that ruled the Kingdom of England and its realms, including the
Lordship and Kingdom of Ireland, from 1485 until 1603. Its first monarch was Henry
Tudor (Henry VII), a descendant through his mother of alegitimized branch of the
English royal House of Lancaster. The Tudor family rose to power in the wake of the
Wars of the Roses, which left the House of Lancaster, to which the Tudors were

aligned, extirpated.

The Tudor rose — is a combinationof a red rose and a white rose

In total, Tudor monarchs ruled the country for just over a century. Henry VII
let the political power fall from the hands of aristocracy of blood to aristocracy of
money. Henry VIl became the founder of the Church of England in 1531 having

broken away from the Roman Catholic Church.
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King Henry Vi’

Queen Elizabeth | is regarded as one of the greatest monarchs in English
history, reigning as queen of England and queen of Ireland from 1558 until her death
in 1603.

Elizabeth was born the second daughter of King Henry VIII. King Henry had the
marriage to his first wife, Catherine of Aragon, annulled asshe had given birth to a
daughter, Mary, and he had started a romance with Anne Boleyn, whom he married.
She gave birth to Elizabeth on September?7, 1533, and although Anne Boleyn was
pretty, intelligent, witty, clever, and adevout Protestant, her inability to give Henry
VIl a son essentially caused her to be executed, although the charge leveled against

her was incestuous adultery.

% URL: https://www.history.com/topics/european-history/henry-viii
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As a result, Elizabeth, who was three when her mother was executed, grew up
secluded from the court.

When Henry VIl died in 1547, he was succeeded by his sickly son Edward VI. By
this time Elizabeth could speak and read not only English and Latin, but also ancient

Greek, French, Italian, and Spanish.

720

Queen Mary, “Bloody Mary

She managed to keep a low profile during the reign of Edward VI and tried to
do the same during the reign of her older sister Mary, after Edward had died in 1553.
Mary, however, was a devout Roman Catholic and determined to rebuild the Catholic
Church in England.

Elizabeth, by contrast, was Protestant but she was careful to keep herself
removed from plots against her Catholic sister. The most serious of these wasWyatt’s

Rebellion of 1554, which sought to depose Mary and replace her with Elizabeth.

2% URL: https://www.britannica.com/biography/Mary-|
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Even though she was not involved, Elizabeth was, nevertheless, arrested and placed
in the Tower of London, making the entry by boat through “Traitor’s Gate”.

The death of Mary on November 17, 1558, led to Elizabeth’s succeeding to the
throne. She was crowned on January 15, 1559, by Owen Oglethorpe, bishop of
Carlisle, as the Roman Catholic archbishop of Canterbury, Reginald Pole, had already
fled and refused to take part in the coronation. It was to be the last coronation
where the Latin service was used; all subsequent coronations except that of George |
in 1714 were in English. In 1559, Queen Elizabeth enacted the Act of Uniformity

whereby all churches had to use the Book of Common Prayer.

William Cecil and Elizabeth I**

In the same year, she also signed into law the Act of Supremacy whereby all
public officials had to acknowledge, by oath, Elizabeth’s right, as sovereign, to be
head of the Church of England. In these two acts, her main adviser, who would

remain as such for the rest of her reign, was Sir William Cecil (Lord Burghley). In fact,

L URL: https://thetudortravelguide.com/
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queen Elizabeth wanted to bring together again those parts of English society
(Catholic and Protestant) which were in disagreement.

There were many stories regarding whether Queen Elizabeth | wanted tomarry.
Certainly she enjoyed a long affair with Robert Dudley, earl of Leicester, whom she
appointed as master of the Queen’s Horse. She was acutely aware of her sister’s bad
move in marrying Philip Il of Spain, and anxious not to marry any foreign Roman
Catholic prince, although there were moves made by the French. She never married,
but used its possibility as a diplomatic tool. She became known as “the virgin queen”.
The area which later became the state Virginia in the USA was named after her by Sir
Walter Raleigh, a famous English explorer of the time.

With constant plots against Elizabeth, she faced trouble in Scotlandfrom Mary,

Queen of Scots, who was her first cousin once removed.

Mary, Queen of Scots and Elizabeth | %

22 URL: https://www.history.com/news/elizabeth-mary-queen-of-scots-imprisonment-death
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Mary was the granddaughter of Margaret, sister of Henry VIII. Mary was,
however, unpopular in Scotland and after the death of her first husband in France,
she returned to Scotland, where her second husband was murdered, most probably
by the man whom she was subsequently to marry, Lord Bothwell. Mary was hounded
out of Scotland, fleeing to England, where she was arrested and held in close
confinement for the next 18 years.

In 1569, the Northern Rebellion led by Thomas Howard, the fourth duke of
Norfolk; Charles Neville, the sixth earl of Westmoreland; and Thomas Percy, the
seventh earl of Northumberland, failed, although it led to Elizabeth’s being
excommunicated by the pope. With Elizabeth allying her- self to the Protestants in
France and the Netherlands (United Provinces), she viewed the developments in
Europe with concern, especially when Philip llof Spain became the king of Portugal
after the last Portuguese king, Henry, died childless.

There was also a rebellion in Ireland, and when Sir Francis Walshingham,
Elizabeth’s main spymaster, uncovered the Babington Plot implicating Mary, Queen
of Scots. Mary was put on trial for treason, sentenced to death, and beheaded on
February 8, 1587, at Fotheringay Castle.

With Mary having willed her lands to Philip Il, Elizabeth was facing a major
threat from the Spanish king, who was also angered at the way in which English ships

attacked his treasure ships and others bringing wealth from the Americas.
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Spanish Armada®

Francis Drake, who circumnavigated the world in 1577-1579, Walter Raleigh,
and John Hawkins, and Martin Frobisher were among the “sea dogs” preying on the
Spanish ships.

In 1588, Philip Il sent a massive navy and expeditionary force known as
the Spanish Armada against England. By a mixture of luck and good planning, the
Spanish Armada was crushed, with a few ships man- aging to escape around the
northern coasts of Scotland and Ireland. Queen Elizabeth I’s speech at Tilbury,
rallying her soldiers and sailors, is one of the most famous in history.

During the 1590s, Elizabeth continued to receive threats to her rule in Ire- land,
and in 1599 a plot was mounted by Robert Dudley’s stepson, Robert Devereaux, the
earl of Essex, who had emerged as Elizabeth’s new favorite. Essex was executed on
February 25, 1601.

2 URL: https://www.rmg.co.uk/stories/topics/spanish-armada-history-causes-timeline
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The Spanish wars had crippled the English exchequer, inflation soared, andin
1601 Elizabeth had to go to Parliament to get more money. Sensing hostility, as
Parliament was angry about the privileges she had granted her favourites, she gave
way graciously, and gave a "Golden Speech” which became in later years a model for
the relationship between monarch and the nation — with obligations on both sides.

Gradually Elizabeth’s health had declined, but the choice of successor was not
straightforward. She was the last of Henry VIII’s children and none of them had any
children themselves. Elizabeth delayed making her choice of successor un-til she was
on her death bed. When she died on March 24, 1603, James Stuart, whowas King of
Scotland, and son of Mary Queen of Scots, whom Elizabeth had exe- cuted as a
traitor, succeeded her.

The reign of Queen Elizabeth |, known as the Elizabethan age, was also a pe-
riod of great prosperity in England. Being one of the most glorious eras of British
history, it is often called “the golden age of the British Empire”. This was also the
England of Shakespeare, Marlow and Bacon. Many books were published, play-
wrights wrote large numbers of plays.

Elizabeth | was given the name "Good Queen Bess” by her successors for her
glorious ability to run the country in one of the most difficult periods in English
history.

Find the following words and word combinations in the text:

nctopma GPUTaHCKOM MOHAPXUKN —

COXpaHEeHMe U Pa3BUTUE KYNbTypbl —

N3BECTHAA eBPOMeCKan KOPONEBCKAA ANHACTUA —

KOpPO/IEBCTBO —

NOTOMOK —

npaBeAHbll NPOTECTAHT —

BbIPACTM U30IMPOBAHHbIM OT ABOPaA —

3aHATb CAepPXKaHHYI0 MO3ULMI0 —
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6bITb HACTPOEHHbIM CAENATb YTO-NOO0 —

OCTaTbCA He3aMeLlaHHbIM B UHTpUrax —

B30OMTW Ha NpecTon —

6bITb KOPOHOBAHHbIM —

NPUHUMATb y4acTUe B KOPOHALUMU —

BbINYCTUTb AKT 0 eANHO0Bpasmn —

Y3aKOHUTb AKT O cynpematum —

MMeTb pasHornacua —

Ha3Ha4YUTb Ha AONKHOCTb —

MCMNO/Ib30BaTb B KAYecTBe ANNIOMATUYECKOTO CpeacTBa —
6bITb B 3aKNHOYEHUM —

NnoAHATb BOCCTaHME —

OT/YYNTb OT LLePKBU —

cnepuTb 3a Co6bITMAMM B EBpONe HAaCTOPOXKEHHO —
PaCKpbITb 3aroBop —

CTOJIKHYTbCA C CEPbE3HON Yrpo30i —

KOMOMHaLMA yaa4yHOro cTedeHma ob6CcToATeNbCTBU My4POro NAaHUPOBaHUA —
MWHUCTEPCTBO GUHAHCOB AHINM —

oLlyLLeHNe BparkaebHocTn —

OTKNaAblBaTb Ha3HAYEHME NPeeMHUKa —

nepuoa Be/IMKOro NpouBeTaHns —

OZiHa M3 Hanbonee 3ameyaTesibHbIX 3p —

yNpaBAATb CTPAHOW B CNOXHbIN Nepuog,—

Answer the following questions about the reign of Elizabeth I:

1) Why do you think the Elizabethan age became one of the most glorious
periods in England’s history?

2) When did Elizabeth succeed to the throne? Under what circumstances did

she become the Queen?
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3) What was her position in religion? What do you think were her motives?

4) Did she face any serious threats in time of her reign? What were these
threats? Why do you think she overcame them?

5) What do you think were her reasons to be unmarried?

6) What misfortunes did England face at the end of the XVI century? What
factors caused them?

7) Do you think it is good for a woman to become the monarch? Giveyour

reasons.

Translate some information about Elizabeth Il. Make good use of new
vocabulary.
KeHWMmHa B po/iM MOHapXa O4HOW U3 BENINKUX AEPrKaB — BO3MOMKHO /N 3TO?

He Bbi30oBET NN Takoe BpakAebHOro oTHoWweHus naen? CMONKET NM XKeHWMHa

YyNpaB/ATb CTPAHOW B C/IOXKHbIN nepuon? XBaTUT I Yy HEe MOPaAbHbIX CU/ 3aHATb

CAEPXKAHHYIO NO3ULIMIO B MMUPOBbLIX KOHPAMKTAX M UCNOJIb30BaTb CBOK MyApPOCTb B

KayecTBe ANNJ0MaTUYECKOro cpeacTsa’?

MHoOrmne cTpaHbl MMEKT Pa3HOr/JacMA B 9TOM BOMPOCE, OCTAB/AA XEeHWMWH BHe

PYKOBOACTBA CTPaHOM. MIcTopms aHIMMNCKOM MOHApPXUK ABHO CBUAETENbCTBYET, YTO

N KEHCKasa pyKa B ynpaB/ieHMU rocyaapcTBom bbiBaeT TBepaoi. B3onaa Ha npecTon

ABaAuaATULLECTUNETHEN JKeHWMWHOW, EnuszaBeTa, npepcTaBuUTeNIbHULA W3BECTHOWM

€BPONENCKOM KOPONEBCKOW AMHACTUM, C AOCTOMHCTBOM HECna CMMBON MOHApLUEN

BNacTn BennkobputaHmm.

dneraHTHas cefan XeHWwmMHa ¢ fo6pbiM B3r1A40OM NONBEKA ONMLETBOPANA
MoHapxuto B CoegmHeHHOM KoponesctBe. EM cumnaTM3npoBaan NpaKTUYECKU Bce
cnou HaceneHua BennkobputaHum. Mpectmnk Joma BUHA30pOB, NPECTUXK aHTIMIACKOM

MOHapXUn Henokonebum.
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Ho M3Hb KoponeBbl He Bcerga 6bina 6e3o6nayHon. Enmsaseta |l cTtanku-

Ba/z1laCb_CO MHOIMMWU WUCMbITAHNAMM. OLI,HVIM n3 Hanbonee Cepbe3HbIX I'IOTpFICGHMﬁ

OKa3ancsa rpPOMKUIM CKaHgan mexay npuHuem Yapnb3om u inaHoi. Koponesa TaxKeno
nepemBana 3TU CobbITUA He TONbKO KaK yaap No NPecTuKy KOPOaeBCKOW CEMbM, HO
M KaK nuyHyto Tpareamto. A 2002 roa npuHec euwe 6onble ropa — B rof CBOEro
tobunes EnnsaseTta nMwmnace maagwen cectpbl MaprapeT n matepu.

Bpems ee npaBneHusA CTano 3poi 6oNbLINX U3MEHEHWUI B AHTIMKU U BO BCEM

Mmupe. He Tak gaBHO AHriva nepectana bbiTb Mmnepuen M npeaocTaBuna Hesa-
BMCMMOCTb CTpaHaM, KOTOPbIMM KOpO/EeBa Korga-To ynpasnsana. Bmecto nmnepum —
Tenepb CoApy»KecTBO Haumi, cobpaHne NPeXKHUX KONOHWMANbHbIX CTpaH. M To/bKo

HacTOpPOXXeHHoe HabawaeHuMe 3a  cobbiTaAMM B mMmupe n Mmyapoe naaHUposaHue

NONNTUKUN NMPaBUTENBCTBA MOMOTraeT obecneunTb MUNpPHOE NONTNTUHECKOE N SKOHOMMU-

YyecKoe COTPYAHNYECTBO MEXKAY 3STUMMU HE3ABUCUMbIMU FOCYAaPCTBaMM.

Ho, HecmoTpA Ha Bce TpyaHocTu, Ennsaseta 6blna CMAbHOM, KpacMBOM U cno-
KOMHOW XKEHLNHOM, U NpefiaHHO C/yXKnaa CBOeMY Hapoay.

Complete the text about The State Opening of Parliament with the following

verbs in the correct tense form:

to take place to slam to deliver

to summon to knock to follow

The State Opening of Parliament marks the beginning of the parliamentary
session an __ in November or December on the first day of the new
parliamentary session. State Opening is the main ceremonial event of the
parliamentary calendar, attracting large crowds, both in person and watching on
television and the internet. The official known as “Black Rod” is sent __ the
Commons. In a symbol of the Commons’ independence, the doorto their chamber

in his face and not opened until he on the door with his staff of
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Black Rod and the

Commons Speaker to the Lords Chamber and stand behind the Bar of the House of

office (mace). The Members of the House of Commons
Lords to hear the Monarch’s Speech, which traditionally by the sovereign.
Watch the video "The State Opening of Parliament”:
http.//www.royal.gov.uk/RoyalEventsandCeremonies/Eventsandceremoniesvideog
allery.aspx
Watch again. Sum up the facts and use the prompts to give some information

about the Monarch’s Speech in Parliament. Follow the numbers.

s N
The Monarch's
Speech at the State
Opening of
Parliament
(. v
4 | N e | N e ™

1. the procedure of

creating the Speech;
the order of giving the

Speech at the State
Opening of Parliament

o

2. the aspects of
government policies
outlined in the Speech

. vy

N\

3. the way the
Monarch traditionally
leaves the Parliament
after giving the Speech

S

Write an essay on the topic "the ceremonial role of the monarch — a tradition

or a national attitude”. Give your opinion as for the role of monarchy in modern

British society.

Rendering information into English.

a) Read the article. Find the sentences in the text in which you can use these

topical words and phrases:
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to be reluctant to do smth, the institution of monarchy, a national day, to carry
out duties, to represent the country, the legislative process, to governthe country,
national unity, the right to appoint the prime minister, to dissolve the Parliament, an
audience, justice, the unitary judicial system, the chief justice, to grant titles, to
announce amnesty, to reduce a sentence, a bishop/archbishop, Lord Chamberlain,
the Red Cross, to honour the memory of the fallen (people), the anthem, Whitehall,
to lay wreaths on the memorial

b) Be prepared to speak about the British monarchy in class; get ready  for
discussion.

Role play the situation. Follow your Role Cards.

Student A’s Role Card:

Imagine you are a journalist working for the magazine "Vokrug Sveta”. You're
writing an article on modern monarchical leaders and today you have a unique
opportunity to meet the monarch of some country. You’ve got only 10 minutes

for the interview. What questions would you ask the King (Queen).

Prepare 6—8 questions.

Student B’s Role Card

Imagine you are the monarch of some country. You agree to an interview with
a journalist. He is going to ask you some questions. Answer them.
Show you are confident that your people respect the institution of monarchy.

Choose a topic for your Project Work:

1.The birth of the British Monarchy in the Anglo-Saxon Period.
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2.William the Conqueror, the founder of the first monarchical dynasty in
Britain.

3.The Century of Crusades.

4.The Representatives of the House of Plantagenets (Henry Il, Edward I).

5.The Houses of York and Lancaster.

6.The Wars of the Roses.

7.Tudor England.

8.The Stuarts (James |, Charles I).

9.The Conflict between King and Parliament. The Civil War.

10. The Republic. Oliver Cromwell, Lord Protector.

11. The Restoration of the Monarchy. The Bill of Rights.

12. The Stuarts (William and Mary).

13. The Hanoverians (George |, Il, lll, IV — "Georgian Period”, Victoria —
"Victorian Period”).

14. The House of Saxe-Coburg (Edward VII — "Edwardian Period”).

You may choose a theme connected with Great Britain you are interested in

for your project.
» Prepare a Presentation of your project.

Give your presentation at class. Let your groupmates ask you any ques tions

and try to answer them. Bring some questions up for group discussion.
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3. THE BRITISH PARLIAMENT AND LOYALTY TO TRADITIONS

Discuss these questions in your group:

— What are the characteristic features of the British Government? How many
branches does it have? What are these branches? In what way are they
interconnected?

— What is the function of the British Parliament? What role does it have in
making the British state system?

— How many chambers are there in the Parliament? What are their functions?

— What do you know about the procedure of passing laws? What are its
stages?

— The British Parliament is often called “the Father of Parliaments”. Inwhat way
did it serve as a model for parliaments in other countries?

Read about some important features of the British Parliament to see whythey

are considered perfect example of loyalty to ancient national traditions:

The British Parliament: some important issues

The Parliament of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is
the supreme legislative body in the United Kingdom and British over-seas territories.

The parliament is bicameral, with an upper house, the House of Lords, and a
lower house, the House of Commons. The monarch is the formal head of the
legislature. The House of Lords includes two different types of members: Lords
Spiritual (the senior bishops of the Church of England) and the Lords Temporal

(members of the Peerage) whose members are not elected by the population at
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large, but are appointed by the Sovereign on advice of the Prime Minister. The
House of Commons is a democratically elected chamber with elections to it held at
least every five years. The two Houses meet in separate chambers in the Palace

of Westminster (commonly known as theHouses of Parliament), in London.
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The Palace of Westminster, London**

Rules and customs
The origins of Parliament go back to the 13 century, so there are many rules
about how it runs. Some of these are written down and are called “Standing Orders”.
Other rules are set out in resolutions of the House (decisions of either House
expressing a collective opinion). However, much of how Parliament does its business
is not determined by rules but has become establishedthrough continued use over

the centuries — this is sometimes known as “custom and practice”.

Y URL: https://www.cs.mcgill.ca/~rwest/wikispeedia/wpcd/wp/p/Palace_of Westminster.htm
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Standing Orders

Standing Orders are written rules under which Parliament conducts its
business. They regulate the way Members behave, Bills are processed and debates
are organized. Some Standing Orders are temporary and only last until the end of a
session or a parliament. There are around 150 standing orders relating to
parliamentary business and public Bills, and about 250 relating to private business.

Much of parliamentary procedure is not written into the Standing Orders but
exist as the custom and practice of Parliament. Some stem from Speaker’s rulings
in the House of Commons chamber, other procedures are followed because that’s
the way things have been done in the past, so a custom has been set. An example of
a well-known practice is of Bills being “read” three times in both Houses, this is not in
the Standing Orders.

The House of Commons. The House of Lords”

> URL: https://www.britannica.com/biography/Leonard-Henry-Courtney-Baron-Courtney-of-Penwith
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Traditions of Parliament
A number of traditions are involved in the working of Parliament. Below are

some examples.

Dragging the Speaker of the House of Commons

The Speaker of the House of Commons is the presiding officer of the House of
Commons, the United Kingdom’s lower chamber of Parliament.

The Speaker presides over the House’s debates, determining which members
may speak. The Speaker is also responsible for maintaining order during debate, and
may punish members who break the rules of the House.

Unlike presiding officers of legislatures in many other countries, the Speaker
remains strictly non-partisan, and renounces all affiliation with his or her former
political party when taking office. The Speaker does not take part in debate nor
vote (except to break ties, and even then, subject to conventions that maintain his
or her non-partisan status), although the Speaker is still able to speak. Aside from
duties relating to presiding over the House, the Speaker also performs
administrative and procedural functions, and remains a constituency Member of
Parliament (MP). The Speaker has the right and obligation to reside in the
Parliamentary estate, near to Big Ben.

When a new Speaker of the House of Commons is elected, the successful
candidate is customarily physically “dragged unwillingly” to the Chair by other MPs.
This custom has its roots in the Speaker’s original function to communicate the
Commons’ opinions to the monarch. Historically, the Speaker, representing the
House to the Monarch, potentially faced the Monarch’s anger — if the monarch didn’t
agree with the message being communicated then the early death of the Speaker
could follow. Therefore, as you can imagine, previous Speakers required some gentle

persuasion to accept the post.
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Voting
When MPs vote in the Commons they say “aye” or "no”. There is one particular
feature about the procedure of voting. When making decisions on new laws MPs
come to special corridors. On the left there is the “aye” lobby. MPs who agree with a
bill go there. On the right there is the "no” lobby for MPs who want to vote against
the bill. Then the officials count the "ayes” and the “noes” to get the results. So in
the British Parliament MPs don’t vote by pushing a button: they vote with their feet.

In the Lords, Members vote saying “content” or “not content”.

Prayers
Each sitting in both Houses begins with prayers that follow the Christianfaith.
In the Commons the Speaker’s Chaplain usually reads the prayers. In the Lords a

senior bishop (Lord Spiritual) who sits in the Lords usually reads the prayers.

Catching the Speaker’s eye

To participate in a debate in the House of Commons or at question time, MPs
have to be called by the Speaker. MPs usually rise or half-rise from theirseats in a bid
to get the Speaker’s attention — this is known as “catching the Speaker’s eye”. The
Woolsack in the House of Lords.

The Woolsack is the seat of the Lord Speaker in the House of Lords Chamber.
The Woolsack is a large, wool-stuffed cushion or seat covered withred cloth.

The Woolsack was introduced by King Edward Ill (1327-1377) and originally
stuffed with English wool as a reminder of England’s traditional source of wealth —
the wool trade — and as a sign of prosperity. Over the yearsits stuffing changed to hair
but in 1938 it was restuffed with wool from each of the countries of the
Commonwealth, to symbolize Commonwealth unity.

The Lord Speaker presides over debates in the House of Lords, but does not

control them like the Speaker in the Commons, as Members of the Lords regulate
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their own discussions. If a Deputy Speaker presides in the absence of the Lord
Speaker, then that individual uses the Woolsack. When the House of Lords is sitting,
the Mace is placed on the rear of the Woolsack, behind the Lord Speaker.

In front of the Woolsack in the House of Lords Chamber is a larger cushion
known as the Judges’ Woolsack. During the State Opening of Parliament, the Judges’
Woolsack is occupied by senior judges. This is a reminder of mediaeval Parliaments,
when judges attended to offer legal advice. During normal sittings of the House, any

Member of the Lords may sit on it.

Parliament and government

The organs of government in the United Kingdom are: the legislature which
consists of the monarch in Parliament, and is the supreme authority ofthe realm; it’s
responsible for the process of lawmaking; the executive which consists of a) the
Cabinet and other ministers of the Crown; b) government departments; c) local
authorities and d) statutory boards; it’s responsible for the process of law execution;
the judiciary which determines common law and interprets statues; it’s responsible
for the process of law observation.

Parliament and government both play a part in forming the laws of the United
Kingdom. They are separate institutions that work closely together, soit’s easy to mix-
up exactly what each one is responsible for!

The government runs the country. It has responsibility for developing and
implementing policy and for drafting laws. It is also known as the Executive.
Parliament, the highest legislative authority in the UK, has responsibilityfor checking
the work of government and examining, debating and approvingnew laws. It is also
known as the Legislature.

The political party that wins the most seats in a general election forms thenew

government, led by their party leader — who becomes Prime Minister. The Prime
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Minister appoints ministers, including the Cabinet, who often work in agovernment
department, and run and develop public services and policies.

Government ministers are chosen from MPs and Lords in Parliament. Your MP
may be a member of the party forming the current Government, but it doesn’t
necessarily mean they are working “in government”. Ministers must regularly
respond to oral and written questions from MPs and Lords.

Parliament checks the work of the government on behalf of UK citizens
through investigative select committees and by asking government ministers
questions. The House of Commons also has to approve proposals for government
taxes and spending.

Parliament and Crown

State Opening of Parliament — UK Parliament®®

%% URL: https://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/state-opening-parliament-what-happens-26922099
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Along with the House of Commons and the House of Lords, the Crown is an
integral part of the institution of Parliament. The monarch plays an essential role in
opening and dissolving Parliament and approving Bills before theybecome law. Crown
is another way of referring to the monarchy — which is the oldest part of the system
of government in this country. Time has reduced the power of the monarchy, and
today it is broadly ceremonial.

The day after a general election the monarch invites the leader of the partythat
won the most seats in the House of Commons to become Prime Minister and to form
the government.

The Crown opens Parliament through the State Opening (marking the
beginning of the Parliamentary year). The Crown dismisses Parliament before a
general election at the request of the Prime Minister (dissolution).

The Crown informs Parliament of the government’s policy ideas and plans for
new legislation in a speech delivered from the throne in the House of Lords.
Although the monarch makes the speech, the government draws upthe content.

When a Bill has been approved by a majority in the House of Commons and the
House of Lords it is formally agreed to by the Crown. This is known as the Royal

Assent. This turns a Bill into an Act of Parliament, allowing it tobecome law in the UK.

Find the following words and word combinations in the text:
BEPHOCTb TPAAULUAM —

BbICLUWI 3aKOHOAATENbHbIN OPraH —

ABYXManaTHbIM (MapnameHT) —

ZlYXOBHble nopabl —

CBETCKMe Nopabl —

6bITb M36paHHbIM 6ONbLIMHCTBOM (HaceneHusa) —

6bITb HA3HAYEHHbIM NO PEKOMEHAAUMAM KOro-1mnbo —

n36MpaTbCa AEMOKPATUYECKMM NyTEM —
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yCTaHaBAMBATbCA B PE30/HOLMUAX —

6bITb ONpeaeneHHbIM NPaBUAAMN —
YyCTaHaB/NMBATbCA BEKOBOM MPAKTUKOMN —
OCYLLECTBAATb CBOIO AeATE/IbHOCTb —

OTHOCUTbLCA K AeATENbHOCTU NapaaMeHTa / YacTHOM AeATEeNbHOCTU —
napnamMeHTCKas npoueaypa —

npeacepartenb, NpeacesaTenbCTBYOLLEE NLO —
npeacenaTtenbCTBOBATL —

noaAepKMBaTb NOPALOK —

HapyLwaTb NpaBuaa —

6ecnapTUiHbIA —

OTKa3bIBaTbCA —

NPUHAANEXKHOCTb K NOJIMTUYECKOMN NApTUMU —
nepenaBaTb CBOM B3rnaabl (MHeHUA, yoexaeHua) —
[aTb cornacue 3aHATb AO0/KHOCTb —

TPAAMLMOHHbIA UCTOYHMK HBoraTcTBa —

3HaK NpoLuBeTaHNA —

3aKOHOAaTe/IbHaA BACTb —

NCNONIHUTENbHAA BNACTb —

cyaebHada Bnactb —

CaMOCTOATENbHbIE UHCTUTYTbI —

rOTOBWUTb 3aKOHOMPOEKT —

paccmoTpeTb, 06cyanTb M 0406PUTb HOBbIN 3aKOH —
dbopmmnpoBaTb HacTosLLEE NPABUTENLCTBO —
rocyapCTBEHHbIE HANOMM U FOCYAaPCTBEHHbIE Pacxosbl —
HeoTbemMnemMas 4acTb —

no TpeboBaHMIO KOro-NnMbo —

6bITb 0406 pEeHHbIM 60bLUIMHCTBOM (Y1€HOB Nap/aaMeHTa) —
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Answer the following questions about the British Parliament:

1) What do you think are the most impressive traditions of the British
Parliament? What features make you think that the parliamentary procedure shows
the loyalty to ancient traditions?

2) During World War Il the House was badly damaged by bombing. Why do
you think they decided to rebuild it in the same size and shape, instead of enlarging
the debating chamber?

3) Everybody in Britain agrees that the House of Lords needs further re-form.
How do you think it should be reformed?

4) What’s the name of the highest legislative body in Russia? What are the
characteristic features of the Russian Parliament? What traditions of the Russian
Parliament do you know?

5) In what ways do the seating arrangements in the House of Commons differ

from those in the Russian Parliament? What difference do you think it makes?

Translate the following situations into English. Make good use of new
vocabulary. Reproduce:

1. NapnameHT BennMKobpUTaHMUM ONINLLETBOPSAET BEPHOCTb BEKOBbLIM TPAAULM-

Am. Mo nNpaBy Ha3bIiBaEMbI «OTLLOM NapJaMeHTOB» OH OCYLLECTBAAET CBOI AeATe/b-

HOCTb YK€ Ha MPOTAMEHUM MHOrMX cToneTui. MNoaaep:kaHue nopagka M HeHapy-

WeHWe NpaBua — O4HA M3 XapaKTepHbIX OPUTAHCKUX YepT, KOoTopasa cTporo cobatoae-

Ha B NapNaMEHTCKOM npoueaype, OOHUM N3 OCHOBHbIX aCNeKToB KOTOpOVI ABnAeTcAa

NOAroTOBKa 3aKOHOMPOEKTOB, a TaKKe paccMoTpeHue, obcyxkaeHune M oaobpeHue

HOBbIX 3aKOHOB.

2. Poccua, TaKKe KaK n MHorue eBponeﬁCKme rocygapcrtea, UMeEeT ABYyXNaaaT-

Hbl napnaameHT. BbiClWuKMIA 3aKOHOAATENbHbIM _OpraH rocygapcrea, CDep,epaanoe

CobpaHue (the Federal Assembly), coctout ns FocyaapcteeHHoin Oymbl (the State
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Duma) n Coseta Penepaumum (the Federation Council). Manatbl Poccuiickoro napna-

MEeHTa ABNAAKTCA CAMOCTOATE/IbHbIMU UHCTUTYTAMMU, KOTOPbIE OTBETCTBEHHbI 3a Pa3pa-

6OTKY M peanunsaumio NoSUTUKN rocygapcrea.

3. locypapcreeHHas [lyma paccmatpuBaeT, 06Cy»kaaeT U NpuHUMaeT deaepasb-

Hble 3aKOHbl 6ONbLIMHCTBOM 0/10COB OT O6U.I,€FO YMucCna AenyTaTtoB, a TaKXe y4acCTByeT B

npouecce GOPMMPOBAHNA HACTOALLErO MpaBuUTenbCTBa. MopAaaok paboTtbl Mocaymbl

onpegeneH nNpasuaamMn, YCTaHOBAEHHbIMM KoHcTuTyunen PP, a TakKe MHOroJeTHUM

onbIToOM pPaboTbl. JenytaTtbl, Umeruwme NPUHALNEKHOCTb K Pa3HbIM NOAUTUYECKUM

napTMam, n3bMpaTca AEMOKPATUYECKMM NYTEM CPOKOM Ha NATb NeT.

State Duma Building27

7 URL: http://duma.gov.ru/en/
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4. flBnsacb AByxnafiaTHbIM, ABCTPAaNMMCKUI MapaaMeHT CMOAEeNMpoBaH Co-

rnacHo BecTMMHCTepCKoM Tpaguuum n mHoronetHemy onbiTy KoHrpecca CLUA. Kak

npaBuno, cnukepom nanatbl npeactasutenen (The House of Representatives)

CTAHOBUTCA YNeH nanatbl, MMEWLWMN NMPUHALNEKHOCTb K NpaBALlen MOoAUTUYECKOMN

naptuu. OH nNpeacenaTenbCTBYET HA 3acefaHuAX, NOAAeprKMBAET NOpPAAOK Napaa-

MEHTCKON npoueaypbl. CeHaT (the Senate), aBnawwuiica BepxHen nanaToi, pery-

nnpyeT paboTty nanatbl NnpeacTaBUTENEN.

5. MapnameHT NHAUM HOcuT Ha3BaHMe CaHcag (Sansad) v BKAOYaeT B CBOKO

CTPYKTYpy npesungeHta MHouMM v ae nanatbl. HeoTbemieMon YacTblo NapiameHT-

CKOWM 0eATe/IbHOCTU ABASETCS ocyuilecrts/zieHMne KOHTPOA 3a rocyaapCcTBeHHbIMW HAN0-

ramum U pacxogamu.

Sansad Bhawan, New Delhi, India®®

%8 URL: https://www.shutterstock.com/ru/search/sansad-bhavan
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Watch a video episode with Adam Afriyie, an MP, speaking about the
opposition in the British Parliament:

http://www.parliament.uk/education/online-resources/videos/mps-in-their-
own-words/mp-opposition/

Watch again. Give some information about the opposition. Follow the

numbers:

1. the features of 2. the structure . 4. backbenchers,
. 3. the functions " )

the Opposition of the Shadow of the Opposition the “free spirits”,
Party Cabinet PP and their work

Write an essay to give your viewpoint as for the importance role of the
opposition in the work of the British Parliament as well as in the modern
parliamentary system worldwide.

Rendering information into English.

» Read the article. Find the sentences in the text in which you can use
these topical words and phrases:

the rational system of government, to have the absolute supremacy, legal
limitations, financial bills, a delay, to have a dependent position, to have large
powers, an absolute veto, to represent the government, to carry out rulemaking

activity, the loss of confidence, to dissolve the House of Commons, reforming.

BenukobpumaHus: payuoHanAbHAA cucmema 2ocyoapcmeeHHol enacmu?

dopmanbHO napniameHT BenukobpuTaHuM obnagaetr abCONOTHLIM BEPXO-
BEHCTBOM, TaK KaK He CYLLECTBYET HMKAKUX HPUANYECKMX OFPaHUYEHUN €ro MOSHO-
MOUYNIA, PaKTUYECKU XKe MNPUHATME 3aKOHOB M OrogyKeTa oOcCylecTBAseTcA npa-

BUTE/TIbCTBOM.
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MpaBoBOE NOJOXKEHME NanaT napsaameHTa pPasAnYyHo. PMHaHCOBble 3aKOHO-
NpoeKTbl (6Mnan) moryT 6biTb BHECEHbI TO/ILKO B ManaTty O6WMH, U ANA UX NPUHATUA
He TpebyeTcA cornacma nanaTbl N10pA0B. B oTHOWweHUM apyrmx 6unnein 3a nanaton
NIOPA0B COXPaAHAETCA NPABO OTCPOYKM UX OKOHYATENbHOTO 0406peHUA. Takmum obpa-
30M, XOTA MasiaTa NOPAOB 3aHMMAET B 3aKOHOAATE/IbHOM Mpouecce NoAYMHEHHOE
NONOXKEeHNe, NPU MU3BECTHbIX 0OCTOATENbCTBAX OHA MrpaeT pPoJib TOPMO3a B OTHO-
LUEHMN 3aKOHOMPOEKTOB, MPUHATLIX B NasiaTe OOLWMH.

MopAaoK NPOXOXKAEHMA 3aKOHONPOEKTOB B 06enx nanatax NpUMepHO oaMHa-
KOB, 04HaKo npeacenaTenb NanaTbl 06WMH — cnnkep — obnagaeT WMPOKMMM NOHO-
MOYMAMM W OKA3bIBAET peLuatollee BO34eNCTBME HA BeCb X04 paboTbl nanaTbl, B TO
BPEMA KaK /opA-KaHWaep, npeacesaTenbCTBYOWMIA B Manate N0pAoB, 3TUX
NOHOMOYMIA NNLLIEH.

Koponb nnm koponesa o61agaet NpaBoM OKOHYATE/IbHOTO OTK/IOHEHWSA 3aKOHa
(Tak Ha3biBaemoe abcontoTHOE BETO), HO C Ha4yana BOCEMHAALATOrO BEKA 3TO NPaBo
He NPUMeEHAETCA.

3aKoHOgaTeNbHAA MHULMATMBA MNOYTM MNOJIHOCTbKO OCYLLECTBASETCA MNpPaBu-
TenbcTBoM. Mogasnawwee 601bWMHCTBO MUHUCTPOB ABAAETCA Y1€HaMKU Manatbl 06-
WMH, Hebosnblwaa MX YacTb NpeacTaBAAeT MNPaBUTENbCTBO B nNasnaTte nopaos. Mpa-
BMTENbCTBO BO3I/NaBAAET NpeMbep-MUHUCTP. Kak NpaBuao, Ha 3Ty AO/I’KHOCTb Ha3Ha-
yaeTca Amvaep NapTuu, pacnonaratowert 60abWMHCTBOM B Manate obwmH. PakTm-
yecku, ¢ Hayana XVIII BeKa BbICWIMA OpraH MCNOJAHUTENbBHOW BnacTu Benukobpwu-
TaHUU — KaAOWMHET MMHUCTPOB, KOTOPbIA COCPeaoTOYMBAET B CBOWMX pPYyKax Bce
BaYKHeMLWMe NOITHOMOYMA MO OCYLLECTBNEHMIO BHYTPEHHEN U BHELIHEN NONUTUKMN.

XoTA KabuHeT He MOXeT M34aBaTb HOPMATUBHbIE aKTbl, GAKTUUYECKM OH OCYy-

LLeCTB/AeT BCHO HOPMOTBOPYECKYHD AeATesbHOCTb. CocTaB KabuHeTa nop,6mpaeTc>=|
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JINYHO NPEMbEP-MUHUCTPOM, U B HEFO BXOAMT NINLLb YaCTb MUHUCTPOB, 3aHUMAIOLLUX
Hanbosnee BayKHble NOCTbl B MPaBUTE/NbCTBE.

lOpuanyeckm NpaBUTENBCTBO HECET OTBETCTBEHHOCTb 33 CBOM MOJIMTUYECKYHO
AeATeNbHOCTb Nepen, nanaton obWMH M B caydae yTpaTbl AoBepus 06A3aHO yiTU B
oTcTaBKy. O4HAKO TaKaa cUTyaluuMa He BO3HMKaNa y»Ke MHOro neT. Ha npakTuke Kabu-
HeT, NMoYyBCTBOBAB CNaboCTb CBOMX MapAaMEHTCKUX MO3MUMI, pacrnycKaeT nanarty
OBLLUMH M Ha3Ha4YaeT HoBble BbIGOPBI.

PaccmaTtpuBas cuCTEMY FOCYAapCTBEHHOW BAacTU BenukobputaHuW, BUAMLLb
BPUTAHCKYIO NPUBEPXKEHHOCTb TPaANLUMAM. OAHAKO CTPEMUTENbHbIA NOTOK M3MeEHe-
HUA B COBPEMEHHOM MMpe 3acCTaBAAeT MHOIMMX 3a4AyMaTbCA Haj, PaLMOHANbHOCTbIO
CUCTEMbI FOCYAapPCTBEHHOM BNACTU B 3TOM CTPaHe, a TaK¥Ke Hag HeobXo4MMOCTbIO U

BO3MOXHOCTbO ee pebopmMMpoBaHUA.

a) Render the article into English. Express your viewpoint to the problem of
reforming the system of government in Great Britain.

b) Be prepared to speak about the British system of government in class; get
ready for discussion.

Role play the situation. Follow your Role Cards.

Student A’s Role Card:

Imagine you are a correspondent working for an international political
magazine and you are to investigate the differences in the British and Russian
government systems. You meet a press representative of the British Parliament
and ask him (her) some questions which cover the most important aspects of
parliamentary business. You discuss these aspects and compare them with the
Russian system.Then you draw a conclusion about the similar and different

points in the government systems of Great Britain and Russia.
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Student B’s Role Card
l. Choose a topic for your Project Work:
1. The Rise of Parliamentarism in Great Britain. "Magna Carta”.

2. The atmosphere of Parliament.
3. The procedures in the House of Commons. Parliamentary business.
4. The House of Lords —its structure and members.

You may choose a theme connected with Great Britain you are interested in for

your project.

You are a press representative of the British Parliament.A Russian cor-
respondent asks you some questions which coverthe most important aspects of
parliamentary business. You dis-cuss these aspects together and you ask him
about the Russian system of government. You compare the both systems and
draw a conclusion about the similar and different points in the government sys-
tems of Great Britain and Russia.

Il. Prepare a Presentation of your project. Give your presentation at class. Let

your groupmates ask you any ques tions and try to answer them. Bring some

questions up for group discussion.
For more information about the British Parliament you can visit the official

website: http://www.parliament.uk/
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4. THE TOWER OF LONDON. THE HARMONY OF ANTIQUETY AND MODERN TIMES

Discuss these questions in your group:

— What are the famous sights of London?

— What interesting historical facts about London and its sights do you
remember?

—  Which places would you most like to visit? Why?

— When visiting a historical place would you like to listen to the guideor
you’d better walk alone and observe? Why?

Read about the Tower of London to know some important facts of ancient

times and modern ways of preserving antiquity.

The Tower of London

London is the city of many faces. Being the capital of the United Kingdomit is one
of the major metropolitan cities of the world as well as one of the most beautiful.
Visitors are captivated by the skyline of the city with the twisting River Thames
crisscrossed by a number of beautiful and decorative bridges. People who arrive in
London preserve a life-time memory of their visit.

There is a lot to see and to marvel at: the famous Picadilly Circus with the
statue of Eros; Leicester Square, the cen tre of the city’s nightlife; Soho, the multi-
cultural quarter; innumerable Asian restaurants and shops, located in China Town;
the Mall, taking the visitors from Trafalgar Square to Buckingham Palace, the

residence of the monarch, where we can watch the changing of the guard; St. Paul’s
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Cathedral which lies in the middle of the financial centre and is the third biggest
domed cathedral in the world.

For all art lovers, London offers innumerable museums and galleries. For
example the British Museum, the Tate Gallery and many more. Among the most
popular attractions are the wax museum of Madame Tussaud as well as London’s
most recent constructions — the London Eye, the biggest ferris wheel, opened on New
Year’s Eve 1999 to celebrate the millenium; the Millenium Dome, and the Millenium
Bridge. But the most famous sight in London is probably Tower Bridge. There is a fine
view of the Tower of London from thebridge, which is one of the most imposing and
popular of London’s historical sites. Nowadays thousands of tourists visit daily the

Tower of London, becauseof the Tower’s evil reputation as a prison.

The Tower of London®

% URL: https://www.hrp.org.uk/tower-of-london/#gs.z7zewa
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Her Majesty’s Royal Palace and Fortress, more commonly known as theTower
of London, is a historic castle on the north bank of the River Thames in central
London. It lies within the London Borough of Tower Hamlets, separated from the
eastern edge of the City of London by the open space known as Tower Hill. As a
whole, the Tower is a complex of several buildings set within two concentric rings of

defensive walls and a moat.

The White Tower dates from the late 11" century”

% URL: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White_Tower_(Tower_of London)
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The Tower of London has played a prominent role in the history of Eng-land. It
was besieged several times and controlling it has been important to controlling the
country. It was considered the most impregnable fortress in Europe. The Tower
has served variously as an armoury, a treasury,a menagerie, the home of the
Royal Mint, a Public Record Office, and the home of the Crown Jewels of the United
Kingdom?®.

The Tower of London was founded by King William the Conqueror. After his
coronation on Christmas Day, 1066, William hastily ordered the erection of a wooden
fortress between the Thames and the ancient Roman wall which then surrounded
London.

William began building the White Tower, the oldest part of the castle, tenyears
later. A rectangular stone keep, designed as an impregnable fortress became an
impressive and awesome demonstration of his power to the Londoners.With ramparts
fifteen feet thick at the base and walls ninety feet high, the dominating shadow of the
Tower loomed forebodingly over the huddled wooden buildings of medieval London
and was a visible expression of Norman power.

The White Tower consists of three storeys and contains the austere Norman
Chapel of St. John, which remains one of the best-preserved examples of a Norman
chapel in England. The present castle covers eighteen acres. It evolved around the
Conqueror’s keep, being added to by successive generations.

Historically the Tower of London is the oldest and most important castle in
England. Since at least 1100, the castle has been used as a prison, althoughthat was
not its primary purpose. Early in its history, the Tower was a grand palace and served
as a royal residence. The castle underwent several expansions, mainly under Kings
Richard the Lionheart, Henry Ill, and Edward | in the 12" and 13" centuries.

The castle was used as a prison until the 17" century. Throughout its long and

bloodstained history, the Tower played host to a number of famous prisoners. Many

141



noble people were kept there, including Sir Thomas More and Princess Elizabeth, the
future Elizabeth I. This use has led to the phrase “sent to the Tower”.

One of the mysteries associated with the Tower of London is that of the tragic
disappearance of the so-called Princes in the Tower within its walls. At his death,
Edward IV left his brother Richard,

Duke of Gloucester, as Lord Protector to his young son, the new king. Richard
imprisoned hisnephews Edward V and Richard, Duke of York in the Tower in 1483
and seized the throne for himself.

The two boys were seen playing in the gar- den, but after Richard’s coronation
began to be seen less and less behind the bars and windowsof the Tower, rumours
said that they were murdered and never again seen alive.

The children were housed in what was then known as the Garden Tower, but
was renamed the Bloody Tower only after the disappearanceof the young princes
and their likely murder.

What is believed to be the remains of these two children were found by
workmen nearly two hundred years later, in 1674. Although they have never been
proved conclusively to be the bones of the two princes, King Charles Il placed them in
the Henry VII Chapel at Westminster Abbey, where they now lie close to their
supposed sister, Elizabeth of York. The bones were subjected to an examination in
1933, which controversially concluded that they were the bones of the two princes.

The Tower became a symbol of op pression in the period of Reformation.
Henry VIII, "the bloody king”, who was obsessed with the desire to have a son and a
successor, broke off any relations with the Roman Catholic Church and started in
pursuit of everyone who refused to recognize him as the head of the Church of
England. His second wife, Anne Boleyn and her brother were executed in the
Tower. Catherine, Henry VIIlI's fifth wife suffered the same fate. She was also
beheaded there.
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The Tower is famous as home of the Crown Jewels. A small Jewel House had
been erected at the Tower site by Henry lll, but much of the royal regalia were still
stored at Westminster Abbey. After a daring and successful robbery at the Abbey in
the reign of Henry’s son and successor, Edward |, when thieves escaped with much of
the crown’s treasure, a decision was reached that the Royal Treasury should be
transferred to the greater security of the Tower. It has remained there ever since and
today they can be viewed in their new jewel house. They are the greatest working
collection of Crown Jewels in the world and priceless symbols of the British

Monarchy.

2\ \\\

The Imperial State Crown

The Tower of London has been keeping the traditional medieval traits in the
clothing of the yeoman warders of the Tower or “Beefeaters”. They still wear dark-
blue tunics with red braid, a uniform designed in 1536. There are thirty-eight

Beefeaters, all ex-army men, who guard the Tower and work as tourist guides. They

3L URL: https://somethingaboutrocks.com/article/what-is-the-imperial-state-crown/
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are the oldest royal bodyguard in the world. At 10 o’clock every night the
yeoman warders and the Chief Warder perform one of the oldest and most
impressive ceremonies in England —a ceremony which dates back at least 700 years.
This ceremony is known as “The ceremony of the keys”. The Chief Warder, with a
guard escourt, performs the ritual locking up of the Tower for the night. After each of
the Tower gateshas been locked, the last post is sounded by a trumpeter before the

keys are secured in the monarch’s House.

The yeoman warders of the Tower (“Beefeaters”)*

32 URL: https://projectbritain.com/Beefeaters.htm
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Of course, no visit to the Tower would be complete without seeing the ravens;
huge black birds who are an official part of the Tower community. Ravens have lived
in the Tower for hundreds of years.

Long before the conquest, ravens had been a familiar sight in the streets of
London, where they were welcomed as natural scavengers who picked up bones and
edible refuse from the gutters. Legend states that if the ravens were to leave the
Tower the Crown will fall, and Britain with it. The legend of the ravens, of unknown
antiquity, has become of such importance that royal decrees have been issued
protecting the birds for hundreds of years. The decree requires that at least six birds
be kept at the Tower at any time. The ravens are lodged by the Wakefield Tower.

Under the special care of the Raven Master, the ravens are fed a daily diet of raw

meat. And there is no danger of them flying away, because their wings are clipped.

Tower of London Raven Master Derrick Coyleholding one of the ravens™>

3 URL: https://www.sallykindberg.co.uk/curator_ravenmaster.html
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Nowadays the Tower of London is one of the country’s most popular tourist
attractions. It is cared for by the charity Historic Royal Palaces  and isprotected by
UNESCO as a World Heritage Site.

Find the following words and word combinations in the text:
MHOTONMKWUIN ropos —

6bITb O4apoBaHHbIM Yem-nbo —
APXMTEKTYPHbIN Neinsax ropoaa —
N3BUIUCTbIN —

BOCXMULLATLCA Yem-nnbo —

CMeHa Kapayna —

TPETMI NO BENIMYMHE KYMNO/IbHbIN CObop —
LEeHUTeNb UCKYCCTBA —

HefaBHee COOpYKeHue —

Kosnieco 0bo3peHuna —

rPAHAMO3HbIN, BNeYyaTAaowmnm —
Hepobpas penyTauma —

KOPONIeBCKUI ABOpeL, U KpenocTb —
NCTOPUYECKMI 3aMOK —

OTKPbITOE NPOCTPAHCTBO —

KOMMJIEKC N3 HECKOJIbKUX 34aHUN —
060pOHUTENIbHbIE CTEHbI N POB —
BK/IlOYATb; 3aK/1t04aTh B cebe, cogepkaTb —
MrpaTb BblAAOLLYHOCA POJIb B UCTOPUN AHFANKN —
ObITb OCaXKAEHHbIM —

HEenpPUCTYNHan KPenocTb —

AParoueHHOCTU N3 KOPOSEBCKOM KasHbl —
npwWKasaTb —

AepeBAHHaA KPenocTb —
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NPAMOYro/ibHaa KaMeHHaA u1Tagens —
BNeYaTAAWMN N NPUBOAALLMNA B TPENET —
cpeaHeBeKoBbI JTOHAOH —

COCTOATb U3 TPEX 3TaXKen —

CTporafa HOPMaHACKasA YaCOBHSA —
nocneayrowme nokoseHma —

OCHOBHOE Ha3HayeHue —

CNYXUTb KOPOJIEBCKOM pe3naeHumen —
noABeprHyTbCA AaNbHENLWEeMYy CTPOUTENbCTBY —
3aNATHAHHbIN KPOBbIO —

NPUHMMATb rocTen —

Tparnyeckoe nc4yesHoBeHue —

3aXBaTUTb TPOH —

cnyxu (monea) —

OCTaHKN —

OKOHYaTe/IbHO A0Ka3aTb / YCTaHOBUTbL AOMNOA/IMHHO —
nogBepraTbCsA aKcnepTuse —

CUMBO/ TUPAHUM —

ObITb OAEPKUMbIM KenaHnem —

pa3opBaTb BCE OTHOLIEHUS —
PUMCKO-KaTo/IMYECKasA LLEPKOBb —

HayaTb NpecnegoBaHMe KOro-nmbo —

npu3HaTb KOro-nnmbo rnasom yero-n1nM6o —
06BUHUTbL B UISMEHE U NpeaaTenbeTee —
KasHWUTb —

NnocTpaaaTb OT TOM Ke y4yacTn —

6bITb 06€3rnaBNeHHbIM —

6ecueHHble CUMBO/IbI BPUTAHCKOM MOHApPXUK —
COXPaHUTb CpeaHEeBEKOBbIE YepTbl —
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paboTaTb TYPUCTUYECKUM TMAO0M —

KOpoaeBcKana ciyxKba oxpaHbl —

n3ntobeHHoe MecTo TYPUCTOB —

06bekT BcemunpHoro Hacnegma —

Answer the following questions for the text:

1)

Why do you think the Tower of London played a prominent role in

England’s history?

2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
prison?
7)
8)

When was the Tower of London founded? Who founded it?
Were there any expansions?

Why do you think the castle became a symbol of oppression?
How long was the Tower used as a palace and prison?

What prisoners were kept in the castle? Do you think the Tower was a

What is there in the castle today?

Who are Beefeaters? What kind of uniform do they wear? Whenwas

the uniform designed?

9)

What role do the ravens play for England? How are they cared?

10) Do you think the Tower of London has been keeping the traditional

medieval traits today? What are these traits?

Translate the sentences into English. Reproduce:

1. 3amok Mapkcbypr (Marksburg Castle), pacnonoxeHHbit Ha npaBom 6epery

PeiiHa (the Rhine (Rhein, Germ)), — oauH 13 BEeNIMKMX 3aMKOB EBpONbI, COXpPaHMUBLINA

TPaANLMOHHbIE CpeAHEBEKOBbIE YepThbl.

MapKcbypr — 3TO eAUHCTBEHHaA HepaspylleHHaa BbicoTHaa KpenocTtb (hill

fortress). TypuCTbl 04apOBaHbl APXUTEKTYPHbLIM nevsaxkem KpenocTn, npeacrasafato-

uen coboi rpaHANO3HOE CTAPUHHOE COOpPYKEHME.
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Marksburg Castle, Braubach, Germany34

2. Kaxkabin rog Tbicsun TypucToB npuesxKatoT B Mewepy (Meshchera), ytobbl
03HAaKOMMUTbLCA C MECTHbIMW [OCTONPMMEYATENIbHOCTAMMU U Y3HATb MHOXKECTBO UHTe-
pecHbIX UcTopmyeckmnx GakToB. [Mabl, KOTOpble BNaAET 06WHNPHON MHOPMaLMEN,

npoBOoAAT UHTEPECHbIE SKCKYPCHUU NO n3ntob6aeHHbIM MECTaM TYPUCTOB.

3. OgHO n3 Hambonee MHTEPECHbIX UCTOPUYECKUX MECT B npuropoae J/IoHAoHa
(suburban London) — ato BuHazopckuin 3amok (Windsor Castle), KoTopbln HaxoauUTcA

B ABaALATM KMNOMETPaAx OT ropoaa. IT0 BEMYECTBEHHbIN KOMMJIEKC U3 HECKOJIbKUX

343aHUIMA, UCNOJIb3YEMbI B KayecTBe KOPOJEBCKOM pe3uaeHUMM Ha NnpoTAXEeHUN

[0Nroro BpemeHu. TypucTbl, NpMesKatowme B 3aMOK, YyBCTBYHOT €ro cpeaHEeBEKOBYHO

aTmochepy M COXPaHAIOT BOCMOMUHAHUA 06 3TOM MecTe Ha BCHO KU3Hb.

** URL: https://www.romantischer-rhein.de/en/a-marksburg
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Windsor Castle (together with Buckingham Palace in London and Holyrood

Palace in Edinburgh, it is one of the three principal official residences of the

British monarch)®

4. MNeTponasnioBcKas KpenocTb (Peter and Paul Fortress), — ogHa u3 Hanbonee
M3BECTHbIX  AocTonpumedatenpHocten  CaHkT-leTepbypra, pacnonoxeHa Ha

ManieHbKkoM 3asubem ocTpoBe (Hare Island). 3Ta KpenocTb cbirpasia 3HaYUTE/IbHYIO

POJib B UICTOPWUWN HALWEN CTpaHbl. XOTA OHa 6blla MECTOM PACMO/IOKEHUS TOPOACKOro

rapHusoHa (the city garnison), KpenocTb Ha NPOTAXKEHMUU AONTUX IET UCNO/Ib30BaNACh

KaK TiopbMa 1A NONNTUYECKUX 3aK/TIOYEHHDbIX.

3> URL: https://www.rct.uk/visit/windsor-castle
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Peter and Paul Fortress>®

5. bpectckaa KpenocTb (Brest Fortress), namATHUK OBOPOHHOW apXUTEKTYpbI
(defence architecture) XIX BeKa, pacnono»eHa y 3anagHoi okpauHbl bpecTa, Ha rpa-

Huue cerogHAwHMX Benapycu (Belarus) v Monbwu. KpenocTb 6blaa ocaxkAaeHa

HECKO/IbKO pa3 M no npasy cumTaetca (properly considered) ogHOM U3 HENPUCTYNHbIX

umMTagenen.

6. Hn ogHa aKkckypcua no LWothaHanm He 6yaet nonHon 6e3 nocelweHma dAnH-

byprckoro 3amka (Edinburgh Castle) — rnaBHoOM TypucTMYecKOM AocTonpumeyaTeb-

HOCTM 3TUX MmecCT. [JpeBHAA KpPenocTb, Ha3blBaemMad WOTAAHALAMM «3aMOK 3aMKOBY,

BO3BblIlWaeTCA Ha4 coapemeHHon CTOI'IMLI,EIZ WoTthaHann.

*®URL: http://www.saint-petersburg.com/museums/peter-paul-fortress/
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&

Edinburgh Castle, Scotland *’

7. Hblo-Mopk — mHOronnkuii ropog. Jlioamn, npuesxatowme B8 «bonblioe abno-

kKo» ("The Big Apple”), Bocxuuiaotca 6ecuncieHHbIMU COBPeMEHHbIMMHEDOCKpebamu

n apyrnmumn rpaHamosHbiMnU CTPOEHUNAMM. MN3BeCTHbIN KaK Haubonee MHOIOHauno-

Ha/bHbIV ropog, Hbio-MopK exesHeBHO NpMBAeKaeT ThicAuM TypucTos. CtaTya CBobo-

Abl, 06BbEKT BCGMMpHOFO Hacneauna, AsBnAeTcA CMMBOJIOM Topojda WU NPUBETCTBYET

rocTeli B Hoto-Mopkckoii MasaHu (New York Harbour).

8. 0gHa wu3 TalH, accoummpyembix ¢ Hegobpor penyTaumner 3amka [pakynbl

(Dracula’s Castle) B TpaHcunbBaHum (Transylvania), B PymbIHMM, — 3TO CBA3b CTapWH-
HOro 34aHuA HeobbluHOM dopmbl € nereHgon o Apakyne (the Dracula legend), ogHow

M3 CaMbIX MPOTMBOPEYMBLIX APAMATUYHBIX GUIYP MUPOBOM WUCTOPUWU U KYNbTYpbl.

*URL: https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attraction_Review-g186525-d187653-Reviews-
Edinburgh_Castle-Edinburgh_Scotland.html
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XOAAT CNyXu, YTO NereHaapHbIi PyMbIHCKUI rpad, npoTtoTunom (prototype) Kotoporo
ABNAETCA CcpeAHeBeKOBbIM KHA3b Bnag Tenew (Vlad Tepesh), xun B aTom 3amKe, HO

3TO He YCTaHOBAEHO AONOAANHHO. FOBOPAT, YTO Bnag 6bi1 CUMBOIOM TUPAHWUW ANA

3TUX MEeCT, MHOrMe TOproBubl 6blM 06e3rnaBneHbl B €ro 3amke, gaxe b6auskue

APY3bs KHA3A NOCTPaAann OT TaKOW Y4acTu.

Dracula’s Castle (Bran Castle), Romania >

There are a lot of amazing things found at the Tower every day. Watch the
video "A pewter tankard"”, an interview with Sally Dixon-Smith, collections curator, on

the archaeology collection at the Tower of London.

3% URL: https://bran-castle.com/
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Sally shows a pair of late 17" century pewter tankards, which are one of the
last remnants of the Stone Kitchen, the pub which once stood near the Byward
Tower:
www.hrp.org.uk/discoverthepalaces/MediaPlayerhomepage/TowerOfLondonplayli

sts.aspx

Watch again. Use the prompts to give some information about the findings.

Follow the numbers.

1. the source 2. the past
things they find functions of the 4. the two
. 3. the pub at the pewter tankards
at the Tower, the Tower and its )
Tower and their
places of the modern inscriptions
findings inhabitants P

Write an essay to give your viewpoint as for the activity people are involved in
to keep ancient features of the Tower; consider the most efficient ways to preserve
antiquity in modern times.

Rendering information into English.

a) Read the article about Roman remains found in London. Find the sentences
in the text in which you can use these topical words and phrases:

relics of the Roman period, amphitheatre, to be discovered by chance, a
foundation pit, to be built of stone and brick, white chalk cliff, a new military setting,
the Celtic language, an indispensable attribute, an arena, a public fes- tival, a ground
bank, gladiator battles, to serve the civilian service, to boast of smth, a basilica forum,
the temple of the Persian god Mitra, the decline of the Roman Empire, public baths, a
legionary.

Pumckuli JlToHOOH

B /loHooOHe OTKpbIT elwe OAMH MaMATHUK PUMCKUX BpemeH. Ha 3T1oT pas —

amouTeatp. Ero octaTkM COXpaHUAUCL Ha rybuHe NATU MEeTPOB M OblN CAYyY4anHO

BCKPbITbl CTPOUTENIbHBIMU pa60‘-IMMVI, KOonaswWmMKMN KOTNOBAH NoA (I)yHﬂ,aMEHT HOBOTO
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3aaHuA. CTeHbl amduTeaTpa, N0 MHEHUIO aHTIMMCKOTO XypHana «Henye» (“Nature”),
NOCTPOEHDI B | BEKE HALLEN 3pbl N3 KAMHA U KMpnunya.

Kak m3BecTHO, JTOHAOH 6bln OCHOBAH nocne 3aBoeBaHWA AnbbuoHa (Albion)
pumnaHamu B 43 roay npu umnepatope Knasauum (Claudius). Kctatn, AnbbroHom (ot
NaTUHCKOro cnoBa «anbbyc» — 6enbit) pumnaHe HasbiBaan AHrAUO 3a b6enble
N3BECTHAKOBbIE CKa/lbl OKONO HblHewWwHero ropoaa [lyspa (Dover), BUgHble B XOPOLLYHO
ACHYI0 noroay c ¢paHuy3sckoro bepera. Korga pumckue nermoHepbl Npubbiam Ha
H6epera Temsbl, KaK-TO Haao 6bl10 Ha3BaTb HOBOE BOEHHOE noceneHue. MHavye oHO
cTano 6bl ouepeaHbIM «KacTpym» (“castrum”), 4To No-nNaTblHM O3HAYaeT «arepb,
CNOBO, KOTOpOEe BMOCNEACTBUM aHIIMYaHe nepeaenany B «4yectep» (“chester”),
BOoweAllee B Ha3BaHNE MHOMMX rOPOAO0B.

Cam ropopg Yectep 6bin TOrga camoit 3anagHoM TOYKON PMMCKOM umne pum —
Janblle nNpocTMpancA oKeaH. Henoganeky oT Yectepa cerogHs /NeXUT BCEM
nsBecTtHoln MaHuyectep (Manchester), kKpome TOro, ectb ropoaa CupeH-yectep
(Cirenchester), Ynuectep (Chichester), Yectepopung (Chesterfield), Yectep-ne-Ctpur
(Chester-le-Street) u YecteptoH (Chesterton)... WTak, pumnsaHe pewnnn HasBaTb
OyayLLYIO aHTIMIACKYIO CTONINLY MOOPUTMHANbHEE U JANN e UMA B YeCTb APEBHUX
XuTtenemn ctpaHbl NoHA0B (londs), Kak OHM camu cebs Ha3biBanu (B KENbTCKOM A3blKe
CNIOBO «IOHA» 03HA4YaN0 CUIbHOTO MYX4YMHY, BeccTpallHoro BomHa). B JloHgMHuyme
(Londinium) pumnsHe ycTpouaUCb HaAoANro, BeAb NPOObLIAN OHM B AHIIUKU YeTbipe
cTonetma.

HenpemeHHbIM aTpMbyTOM PUMCKUX ropoaoB ObiAM LIUMPK MW apeHa, Ha KoTo-
poM yCTpauMBanMCb Npa3gHecTBa ANA Hapoga. Yawe Bcero amduteatpbl
npeacTaBnAann coboi NpocTo 3emMnsAHble Basbl, rAe B NpasaHMKKM cobupanucb nogu,
yTobbl NOCMOTPETb HoKM rnagmaTopos. Takme amdputeaTpbl 6biM packonaHbl B Pymbl-
HUK, BeHrpun, ABcTpumn n Nl'epmanumn. B camon bputaHnum amouteatpbl OTKPbITbI B Cn-
peHyecTepe, B KOXXHOM Yanbce u B Yectepe. B camom JIoHOOHe noHa4vany Ha mecrte

améuTeatpa 6blna NAoWAAKA ONA MYWTPbl CONAAT BCMOMOraTeNbHbIX KOrOpT M3
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MECTHbIX }XuTenei. ToNbKO NOTOM, C BO3BeZAeHMEM BaNOB U CTeH, amduteaTp CTan cny-
UTb rPaKAAHCKMM LLeNAM.

Momumo amouteaTpa, CKPbITOFO HbIHE B CAMOM LEHTPe NOHAOHCKOro Cutw,
aHINIMCKanA CTONIMLLA MOXKET NOXBAcTaTbCA U MHOTUMU APYTUMU PUMCKUMU «OODBEK-
TaMun»: 3TO U 6onbloi dopym ¢ 6asunmkon Ha yauue KopHxunn (Cornhill) B Tom ke
Cutn — ceiyac 3aecb CTouT UepKoBb panicuépy (Gracechurch), xpam nepcuackoro
6oxecTBa MUTpbI, CTaBLIEro NONYAsSPHbIM B Nepuoa 3akata PUMCKoOM mmnepuu, oc-
TAaTKM CTEH PUMCKOro ropogau Ayx nybanyHbix GaHb, a TaKKe HEeCKObKO Mo3a-
MYHbIX NONOB PUMCKUX BUNJ, KOTOPble OblnM packpbiThl ewe B XIX BeKe. N noHbIHe
nobuTenn CcTtapuHbl HaxogAT Ha AHe Temsbl PUMCKME MOHETbl, OBpPOHEHHble,
BO3MOXHO, NbAHbIMW JIETMOHEPAMM, @ BO3MOMKHO, U TEMU, KTO HagesaNcsa elle pas
BEPHYTbCA ClOAa...

D) Render the article into English. Express your attitude to the importance of
archaeological research of ancient times.

C) Be prepared to speak about Roman findings in London in class; getready
for discussion.

Role play the situation. Follow your Role Cards.

Student A’s Role Card:

You’'ve never been to London but you’re planning to go there soon. You're ea-
ger to make your visit fantastic and preserve a life- time memory of the British
capital. You’ve found some information about the city in your guide book or
surfing the web, etc, but you want to know much more aboutLondon and its
sights.
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Student B’s Role Card

You visited London last year and enjoyed your visit very much. You know
much about the city and its sights.
Your friend has never been to London but he’s planning to go there
soon.
So he asks your advice for visiting the city.

Give your partner the necessary information and recommend him to vis-
it the Tower of London and some other places you find the most inter-
esting to see. Persuade your friend using some amazing facts (historical,
modern) you know and find some new interesting facts.

Choose a topic for your Project Work:
Great Britain. History and modern times (spheres at your option).
London. Its districts and modern life.
London for art-lovers.
The Greater London (/loHAoH 1 npuropoa).

Historical places and tourist attractions in Great Britain (at your op-tion).

SANE A S o

Amazing facts of British history (at your option).

You may choose a theme connected with Great Britain you are interested in
for your project.
» Prepare a Presentation of some interesting historical monument
(monuments) of your region. Give recommendations for visiting the
place(places).
Give your presentation at class. Let your groupmates ask you any ques tions

and try to answer them. Bring some questions up for group discussion.
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5. THE BRITISH CHARACTER

Discuss these questions in your group:

What characteristics are given to the British all over the world? What

stereotypes do people have about them?

them?

What things traditionally symbolize British life?
What British traditions do you know?
Which traditional British holidays do you know?

Can you name any British festivals or carnivals? Have you visited anyof

What do you know about British theatre and cinema?

Do you remember any British painters, architects?

Read about the British to learn some important information about their

lifestyle and character

Britain is a land built on tradition. The Englishmanhas, in fact, so great a love
for tradition that he often pretends to believe himself bound by some venerable
convention which in reality has long ago lost the greater part of its force, and if one
does not know of this curious attitude, one can never hope to understand him. There

are certain types of behavior, manners and customs whichare peculiar to Britain, and

The British as seen by themselves and by others

aredifferent from those in other countries.

1. English people tend tobe rather conservative —a little more so, perhaps,

than most others. This conservative attitude consists of an acceptance of things hich
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are familiar, and an important aspect of it is aninclination to be suspicious of anything
that is strange (or foreign).

For example, most English people were inclined to resist attempts at rational
reforms, such as the introduction of a decimal coinage or the metric sys tern of
measurements, or the use of the twenty-four-hour clock for railway timetables.

English people tend to be hostile, or at least bored, when they hear any
suggestion that some modification of their habits, or the introduction of something
new and unknown into their lives, might be to their advantage. England is full of
small-scale and local conservatisms, some of them of highly individual or particular
character. Regiments in the army, municipal corporations, schools and societies have
their own private traditions. Such groups have customs of their own which they are
very reluctant to change, and they like to think of their private custom as
differentiating them as groups from the rest of the world. Most English people
remain strongly attached to the open coal fire, although it causes much work and
adds to the pollution of the air, and sometimes pours smoke into the room which it is
heating. Many rooms are, in fact, heated by gas or electric fires, but these are usually
placed in front of old-style fire-places.

2. Generally speaking, however, a foreigner will notice that in England there
are more social fences than in his own land, and that life is more formal. The country
has sharper divisions than the towns and the north is less conservative than the
south.

3. English hospitality is gracious and beautiful. Much humour has been
extended on the Englishman’s aloofness and his insistence of introductions. Gilbert’s
story of the two Englishmen wrecked on a desert island, who, because they had not
been introduced could not meet to exchange turtle for oysters, each loathing the

food he had and longing for the other’s, is a classic.
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Such satire must have a foundation in fact. The Englishman doesn’t wear the
heart of his hospitality on the sleeve of his business suit. He must know you and
approve you before he asks you to his home; or you must be properly recommended
to him.

4. It is true that Englishman does not talk freely about himself or easily disclose
the things nearest his heart, and for that reason he often deceives. A casual
acquaintance who talks all the way about golf or cricket or detective stories is very
rarely met.

It is true that many of the national characteristics have also been deliberately
cultivated by the upper classes, for their own purposes.

5. In general, the British are more polite in public than, for example, the
Germans or the Spanish. Queueing, for instance, is governed by a strict code of
fairness in Britain. Woe betide anyone who attempts to jump the queue.

6. “The Englishman’s home is his castle” is a well-known saying, and it is true
that English people prefer small houses, built to house one family, perhaps with a
small garden. But nowadays the shortage of building land and inflated land values
mean that more blocks of flats are being built especially bythe local councils.

7. The Englishman loves jokes, especially when they are familiar and reliable, like
a pair of comfortable old slippers. The following facts form the basisof many a laugh
on radio or television, or in the public bar. However fanciful they may be, they play an

important partin everyday talking and thinking.

“Advice to a Young Man Going to London”
You are going to live in a far country, far not in distance, but in customs and
ideas. You are going to live in a difficult and mysterious country. For the first few days
you will think: "This venture is hopeless, | shall never get to know them, the gulf is

too wide”. Be reassured. The gulf can be crossed.

160



Do not talk too much until you have found your depth. No one there will
blame you for silence. When you haven’t opened your mouth for three years, they
will think: “This is a nice quiet fellow”. Be modest. An English man will say: “I|
have a little house in the county”; when he invites you to stay with him, you will
discover that the little house is a place with three hundred bedrooms.

If you are a world tennis champion, say: “Yes, | don’t play too badly”. If you
have crossed the Atlantic alone in a small boat, say “l do a little sailing”. If you have
written books, say nothing at all. They will discover for themselves, in time, this
regrettable but inoffensive weakness; they will laughand say: Now | know all about
you”, and they will be pleased with you.

Golden Rule: Never ask questions. For six months during the war | lived in the
same tent and shared a bath-tub with an Englishman: he never asked me if | was
married, what | did in peace time, or what were the books | was reading under his nose.

If you insist on making confidences, they will be listened to with polite
indifference. Avoid making confidences about other people: gossip exist here as
elsewhere, but they are at the same time less common and more serious. There is no
middle course between silence and scandal. Choose silence. (From Three Letters on
the English by A. Maurois.).

The Character of the English Nation
(The extract that follows is from a letter supposed to have been writtenby
a Chinese philosopher visiting England)
The English, in general, seem fonder to gain the esteem than the love of those
they converse with. This gives a formality to their amusement; their gayest
conversations have something too wise for innocent relaxation: thougha company,

you are seldom disgusted with the absurdity of a fool you are seldom lifted into
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rapture by those strokes of vivacity, which give instant, though not permanent
pleasure.

What they want, however, in gaiety, they make up in politeness. You smile at
hearing me praise the English for their politeness, but | must still respect it, the
English seem more polite than any of their neighbours: great artin this respect lies
in endeavouring, while they oblige, to the force of the favour. Other countries are
fond of obliging a stranger, but seem desirous that he should be sensible of their
obligation. The English confer their kindness with an appearance of indifference, and
give away benefits with an air as if they despised them. (From The Citizens of the

World by O. Goldsmith.)

Find the following words and word combinations in the text:

CTPaHa, NOCTPOEHHAA Ha TPAAULMAX —

onpeaeneHHbIN TUN NoBeAeHNA, MaHep U 0bbl4aeB, CBOMCTBEHHbINM rparkgaHam
BennkobputaHum —

CKNOHHOCTb K NOA03PUTENIBHOCTU —

NPOTUBOCTOATb MOMbITKAM NPOBEAEHNA PaLlMOHANbHbIX pedopm —

CTPEMUTBLCA BbIPa3nUTb BpaKaebHOCTb —

6bITb HA N0J1Ib3y KOMY-TM60 —

B BbICLUEM CTEMEHN UHAMBUAYANbHbIN M OCODEHHbIM NO XapaKTepy —

CBOM COBCTBEHHbIE TPAANLMUN —

He COrnalaTbCa U3MEHUTb YTO-TMB0 —

BbIAENATb, AeNaTb OTIMYHbBIM YTO-1MBO, KOro-1nMbo —

0CTaBaTbCA KpaHe NpuBEpPXKEHHbIM YemMy-11Mbo —

coumanbHble Hapbepbl —

OTYYXKAEHHOCTb, PaBHOAYLINE —

O4YeHb XOTETb, CTPACTHO XKenNaTb yero-nmbo —

162



PacKpbIBaTb TO, YTO 6N3KO K cepaLy —

YMbILWNEHHO pa3BMBaTh (KyNbTMBMPOBATL) YTO-AMBO ANA CBOUX Lenen —
YyNpPaBAATbCA CTPOrMM KOLEKCOM CNpPaBea/IMBOCTN —
He[0CTaTOK 3eMAM ANA CTPOUTENBCTBA —

B3BMHYEHHbIE LEHbl Ha 3eMI0 —

N3BECTHbIE W UCMbITaHHblE —

CNOYKHAsA M TAMHCTBEHHAsA CTpaHa —

npeogoneTb NPonacTb —

06BMHATb KOro-NMb60 B MONYAHUM —

BbI3bIBAOLLLAA COXKANEHUe, HO 6e306maHan cnaboctb —
HacTamMBaTb Ha OTKPOBEHHbIX PA3roBopax —

nsberatb OTKPOBEHHbIX PA3rOBOPOB —

BbIC/IYLUMBATb C BEX/IMBbIM He3pasnmunem —

nobUTLCA yBaXKeHUA —

npuaasaTb OTTEHOK GOPMaNbHOCTUN —

MCNbITbIBATb OTBPALLEHME K abCypAHOCTU —

6bITb NPUBEAEHHbBIM B BOCTOPT NPOABIEHUAMM OXKUBNAEHHOCTU —
AOCTaBNATb MTHOBEHHOE YA 0BO/bLCTBUE —

Becenbe, NpasaHecTBo —

KOMMNEHCUPOBATb BEXK/IMBOCTbIO —

XBa/INTb, BOCXBA/NATb 3@ BEXK/MBOCTb —

CTPEMMUTBLCA NOKa3aTb PACMNooKeHue —

AapoBaTb CBOK A06POTY C BbipaxkeHnem bespasnnums —

oTZaBaTb NPEeMMyLLECTBA —

Answer the following questions about the geographical features of the country:

1) What facts prove that Britain is a land built on tradition?

163



2) Which types of behavior and manners are peculiar to Britain? Are they
different from those of Russia?

3) What advice would you follow to achieve success while workingwith
British partners?

4) Do you agree that well-known English reserve gives a formality to their
relationships? Is this way of communication common in your country? How is it
different?

5) Have you ever been to Great Britain? Have you got any British friends? Do
you like communicating with them? What aspects do you find difficult? How do you

overcome these difficulties?

Translate the sentences into English. Reproduce:
1. ltoboi TypucT, NobbiBaBWNIA B BennkobputaHuu, byaet yTBeprKaaTb, YTO

9TO CNOXHAaA U TAUHCTBEHHAA CTPaHa, NOCTPOEHHAA Ha Tpagnumax. bpuTtaHubl Bceraa

OCTalOTCA KpanHe NpUBEpP:KEeHHbIMU M3BECTHOMY M MUCMbITAHHOMY 06pa3y KWU3HMU,

CBOMCTBEHHOMY BennkobputaHuM elec AaBHUX BPEMEH. ITUM 0ObACHAETCA TO, YTO

nroan 30ecCb HEOXOTHO MEHAIKT CBOU cob6CTBEHHbIE TPAAMUMWN, XOTA 3TU U3MEHEHMA

ObIBalOT UM Ha NOb3Y.

2. OuyeBMAOHO, YTO GpPUTaHLUbBI CTPACTHO KENAlT Kas3aTbCA PaBHOAYLIHbIMU U

Bcerga m3beraroT OTKPOBEHHbIX Pa3roBopoB, He 0OBMHAA CBOWMX cobeceaHUKOB B

MO43aMBOCTU. ITO NPUAAET YeN0BEYECKMM OTHOLUEHUAM OTTEHOK $OpPMasibHOCTU.

Ecnn Bbl xoTUTe A0OUTLCA YBAXKEHUA Y KUTENENITON CTPaHbl, HYXXHO Hay4yUTbCA Aa-

poBaTb CBOK A006pOTYy C BblpakeHnem 6e3pasnmyms, XoTa MHOCTPaHUbl Y4acCTo

MCNbITbIBAKOT OTBPALWLEHNE K TAKOMY HEMPUBLIYMHOMY CTUJTHO O6LLI,EHVIF|.

3. NHana — ocobeHHasn CTpaHa, CO CBOMMMU co6CTBEHHbIMWU TPAANLUUNAMU U YyC-

nosHoctaAMKU. CoumanbHble bHapbepbl 34€eCb 0COHOEHHO 3Ha4YUMBbI. O6U.I,eCTBeHHbIe

YCNOBHOCTU AUNKTYIOT onpegeneHHbIN TN _NoBeaeHUA,MmaHep U obblyaeB, CBOMCTBEH-
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Hbl/ NPeACTaBUTENAM Pa3HbIX KacT (castes). MHAMIALbI CTPEMATCA NOKa3aTb Pacnosao-

XXeHune ToCTHo, OAHAaKO npeonosietb nponactb mexay pasHbimKu counaibHbIMU

CNNI0AMM NPaAKTUYECKN HEBO3MOKHO.

Indian people®

4. Pycckme noAn WM3BECTHbl WMPOTOM cBoen aywu. B Poccum He npwu-

BETCTBYETCA HU OTYYKAEHHOCTb, HWU CKAOHHOCTb K MOAO03PUTENIbHOCTU. Jllogn He

CTECHSIOTCA PAacKpbIBaTb Nepea APYrMmu To, YTO BIM3KO MX CEPALLY.

5. Mllogn, amurpupytowme B Apyrue CTpaHbl, YacTo CTa/ZKMBAOTCA C TPYA-

HOCTAMMW, BbISBAHHbIMWU pPa3IN4YNAMU B NOBEAEHUN U MaAHEPAX obLleHns, CBOWCT-

BEHHbIMM NPEACTABUTENAM 3TUX CTPaH. [peoaonetb 3T0T Hapbep He npocCTo, 04HaKo

He CTOMT BpaKAEOHO OTHOCUTLCA K 4YyXKOM KyNbType M CTepeoTMnam, KOoTopbleB

BbICLUEN CTENEHWN MHANBUAYANbHbI M 0COBEHHbI MO XapaKTepy.

3% URL: https://stockphoto.com/ru/search/2/image?phrase=indian+birthday+party+pictures
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6. Mp!’laHﬂ,CKMﬁ HaLI,MOHafIbeIﬁ XapaKTtep OT/n4aeTcA NpuUBeTINBOCTbIO U
ADY)'KGI'II'O6HOCTbI-O. MpnaHaubl CKAOHHbI K LUYMHOMY BeCe/blo, YTO OTAMYaeT UX OT

MHOMMX APYrMX Haunm mupa. Ux WYTKN U aHEKAOTbl A0CTAaBAAIOT NIOAAMMIHOBEHHOE

yoosonbcTeMe. 0651agaa  CUAbHBIM  HaUMOHaNAbHbIM CaMocO3HaHuem (national

identity), oHu ocTaloTCA KpaliHE NPUBEPKEHHBbIMW CBOMM COBCTBEHHbLIM TPAANULMAM U

CTPEeMATCA BblPa3nUTb BParkaebHOCTb KO BCEMY, UTO Yrpoxaet nx n"HaAnBmMayaabHOCTHU.

ok O
.

Irish people celebrating St. Patrick’s Day™

The British are fond of carnivals and festivals which form a significant feature
of British national culture. British festivals and carnivals are known all over the world
and many people visit Britain to enjoy watching these cu rious events or even to take
part in them.

O URL: https://www.wallpaperflare.com/people-celebrating-st-patrick-s-day-saint-patrick-s-day-ireland-
wallpaper-sgrbi
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Notting Hill Carnival is London’s most vibrant celebration of diversity, colour
and sound. Originally started as an offshoot of the Trinidad Carnivalin 1964, the
Notting Hill Carnival has become an internationally acclaimed event which remains
true to its Caribbean roots. Over the last four decades, it’s matured into a melting pot
of diverse cultural and musical genres that come together in modern West London
streets. Today it’s Europe’s largest street festival with hundreds of thousands of
regular visitors enjoying live Masquerade bands, Soundsystems, street food, dancing

and much more. And London’s 2011 is going to be bigger and better than ever.

l41

Notting Hill Carniva

*1 URL: https://www.sarova-rembrandthotel.com/notting-hill-carnival-history-culture/
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Watch the video about Notting Hill Carnival "London’s Carnival. Love it!” and
say what the idea of organizing such a carnival in London is. Share your impressions of
this event. Do you know any similar carnivals in Russia or in other countries? Do you
approve of organizing such carnivals?

URL: http://www.nottinghill-carnival.co.uk

Write an essay to give your personal viewpoint as for organizing carnivals
throughout the world. Consider the factors which make people of different social
walks, religions, etc. participate in these events

Rendering information into English.

» Read the article. Find the sentences in the text in which you can use
these topical words and phrases:

a favourite and respected holiday, to join family members, an occasion for fun
and games, a traditional Christmas picture or poem, a Christmas stocking, to sing
carols and take offerings, staging of Christmas pantos, an implica tion, monarch’s
Christmas speech, green wreaths, really impressive illuminations, to compete in

grandeur of Christmas decorations, magnetic charm.

Poxcdecmeo 8 JIoHOOHe: 2nasHbIli Npa30HUK

B AHrnum, Kak u Bo Bceit EBpone, MeHHO PoxaecTBo SBAAETCA caMbiM NHobu-
MbIM 1 NOYUTAaEMbIM NpasgHUKOM. CBA3AHO 3TO C TemM, YTO POXKAECTBO — NpasgHuK
ONA eBPONenLEeB IMYHbIN, NO-HACTOAWEMY 0ObeAUHAOWMNIN YNEHOB CEMbM, TaK YTO
nepuoa, poXAeCTBEHCKUX KAHMKY/l — 3TO TO Bpems, Korga H6O0NbLMHCTBO aHrn4YaH
03aboyeHbl He paboToM M He 3aBEeTHOM Kapbepor, a noabopom noaapkos AnA
cBoux 6AM3Kux. Knmmat 8 AHrAmMmM B 3TO BpemA 0ObIMHO MSATFKMKA, HO ObiBaeT, 4To
noroaa 6anyer aHrnAM4YaH HeboNbWKMM CHErom. 3To 0H6CTOATENLCTBO BeCbMa paayeT
OeTeln, BeAb CHer A HUX — NoBo4, ANA Urp 1 3abas.

B AHraum PoxpgectBo npasgHyetca 25 pekabpsa. OduumanbHO poxKaecT-

BEHCKUI ce30H OTKpbIBaeT AaseHT (the Advent season) — npeapoXaeCTBEHCKUIN NOCT,

168


http://www.nottinghill-carnival.co.uk/

HaunHawowmiica 3a 4 Hegenn Ao Poxpectea. MepBble AeKOpauMn, KOTopble NoAB-
nAlTCcA B AO0Max — AABEHT-KaneHaapu. 3To 0COb6EeHHbIN KaneHaapb Ha 24 gHA ¢ ma-
NIEHbKUMUM ABEepKaMWU ANA KaxKAoW AaTtbl. 3@ HUMM CKPbIBAETCA KAaPTUHKA WU
CTUXOTBOPEHUE TPAAMLMOHHO POXNKAECTBEHCKON TemMaTUKU. KaxKabih AeHb MOMKHO
OTKPbIBATb TO/IbKO OAHY ABEPKY, COOTBETCTBYIOLLYIO HAcTynmBLIen aate. Takum obpa-
30M, geTn BeayT oTcyeT Ao PoxaecTsa. B 3To Bpems ntogM HaUMHAKOT yKpallaTb CBOM
AoMa. Hawu Tpaguumm BO MHOFOM CXOXKW: MO AOMY pPasBelMBalOT rMPAsHAbI, YC-
TaHaB/IMBAIOT POXKAECTBEHCKYIO €/1KY, €€ MaKYLIKY YKpallatoT 3B€340M UM aHTeNIOM.
Ewe ogHa Tpagmuma — 3TO POXKAECTBEHCKUIA YynoK. HakaHyHe PoxpgecTBa aetu
BELUAIOT HAa KaMMH WM Kpal KPOoBaTU POXKAECTBEHCKUN YynoK, 4Tobbl CaHTa Knayc
HanNoONHWA ero noAapkamu. Yto Kacaetcsa «pa3HOCYMKa» MNOAAPKOB, T. e. Hawero [eaa
Mopo3a, B AHrnum ero HasbiBatoT (Old) Father Christmas naun nnoraa Santa Claus.
Opyraa pobpas Tpaguuma PoxaectBa — pPOXKAECTBEHCKMe necHu (carols). B
NPeApPOKAECTBEHCKME AHW COBMpatoTca rpynnbl NOAEN, BKAOYAA U AeTel, KoTopble
XOAAT NO OKPYre, UCNOHAA POXKAECTBEHCKME NECHU, M COOMPAIOT NOXKEPTBOBAHMA.
YMCTO aHIMIACKOM cYMTaeTca Tpaamuma NOCTaHOBKU POXKAECTBEHCKUX MaHTO-
MUM (pantos). Mogo6Horo Bbl He HalaeTe B APYrMx CTPaHax. 3ToO KOMeAWuiiHbIe CLLEeH-
KW, OCHOBAHHblE HA UCTOPMAX M CKa3KaX, KOTOpble 3HAlT BCE, HO B MaHTOMMMaX
OHW «MEepPeKpy4YeHbI» U MMEKT ABOMHOM CMbIca. Boobule, poxKaecTBeHCKME MaHTO-
MWMbI TPYAHO ONMCaTb CI0BAaMM, UX HYKHO CMOTpeTb. 25 aekabpa, Korga Bce no-
AAPKKU yXKe pacnakoBaHbl, HONbWMHCTBO CEMEN HanpaBAAKTCA B LEPKOBb, a Nocse
Hee cobupatoTcs 3a NpasgHUYHLIMCTO/IOM. TPaAULMOHHbIE POXKAECTBEHCKUE 6/t0-
Aa B AHrnMu: 3aneyeHHaanHAENKa ¢ KapTowKoi (roast turkey and potato), cnaakum
MUPOTr C HauyMHKoM (mince pies), poxaectBeHcKuit nyguHr (Christmas pudding) u
poxaecTBeHCcKM ¢pykToBbIM nupor (Christmas cake). Tak:ke B 3TOT AeHb B 3 4yaca
No BCEM pPaAMo W TesieKaHanam nepegaeTca npasgHUYHoe obpalleHne Koponesbl.
PoxkpecTBeHCKOe HacTpoeHne B BennKobpuUTaHUM LAapUT OKOI0 MecALd, 3TO, MOXHO

CKasaTb, Le/blii Ce30H, NO3TOMY OAHOM W3 3aKOHHbIX ¢pa3 AaHHOrMO nepuoaa,
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HapaBHe ¢ Marry Christmas and Happy New Year, aBnsetca v noxkenaHue Have a
Happy Holiday Season! Ha oTKkpbITkax, B CMC-coobueHnax MAM 4YaTax 4acTo
MCNONb3YIOT COKpaLLLEeHUs, Hanpumep, Xmas nam Merry Christmas.

Kak n B apyrux ctpaHax, B nepuog Poxaectsa B JIOHOOHE Ha ABepu AOMOB
BELUAOTCA 3e/1eHble BEHKN, OA4HAKO, CTOUT NOCMOTPETb M YKpalleHHble K PoxaecTay
AOMa, M ynuubl ropoaa, npeacrtasaatowme coboir 3penuile O4YeHb KpacuBoe, C
NOUCTUHE BNEYATAAOWEN UNNOMUHALMEN. Bnagenbubl Kak YacTHbIX AOMOB, TaK U
MarasmHoB ByKBasIbHO COPEBHYIOTCA B POCKOLWW NPa3aAHMYHOrO 0popMaEHHUs.

PorkaecTBeHcKana ctonnua bputaHnn obnagaet cBOMM NpUTAraTeIbHbIMO4Yapo-
BaHMEM, TaK YTO 06A3aTE/IbHO CTOUT XOTb Pa3 B *KU3HU BCTPETUTb Poxxaectso B JIOH-
AOHe — BOCMNOMMHaAHUA 06 3TOM BM3WUTE M NO3UTUBHOE HACTPOEHWE HAZONTO OCTa-
HYTCSl B NAMSATH.

b) Render the article into English. Compare the British Christmas traditions
with the Russian ones.

C) Be prepared to speak about the British Christmas in class; get ready for
discussion.

Role play the situation. Follow your Role Cards.

Student A’s Role Card:

Imagine you are a journalist working for the magazine “National Geograph-
ic” and responsible for its culture section. You’re writing an article on mod-
ern holiday traditions in Great Britain. You meet an ex- pert in modern Brit-
ish culture development and ask him(her) somequestions about tendencies
for changes in ancient traditions that Britain faces today. Ask about reasons
for these tendencies. Together discuss what changes take place in Russian

culture. Let your partner ask you some questions about modern tendencies

in Russian culture.
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for Student B’s Role Card turn to page 114.

Imagine you are an expert in modern British culture development. You meet
a Russian journalist who writes essays on culture for “National Geographic”.
He (she) asks some questions about tendencies for changes in ancient tradi-
tions that Britain faces today. Together you discuss what changes take place
in Russian culture. You ask him (her) about modern tendencies in Russian
culture.

l. Choose a topic for your Project Work:
1. Daily life in Great Britain.
2. Education in Great Britain: modern issues.
3. The British Pub.
4. Religions in Great Britain.
5. English Art.
6. Architecture in Great Britain (British town architecture. Britishcountry
architecture).
7. Mass Media in Great Britain.
8. Famous British castles and country houses.
9. The language of English painting.
You may choose a theme connected with British culture you are interested in
for your project.
ll. Prepare a Presentation of your project.
Give your presentation at class. Let your groupmates ask you any ques tions

and try to answer them. Bring some questions up for group discussion.
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3AK/TIOYEHUE

3agaun GopmMMpPOBaHMA COLMOKYNbTYPHOM KOMMNETEHUMM NPesnonaratoT ycBo-
€HMe M NCNOoNb30BaHME KYy/IbTYPHO-cneundmyeckor nHpopmaumm 60nbwIOro n nsme-
HAtOWeroca o6vema B LEeNAx afleKBaTHOrO O6LWEeHNA U B3aMMOMNOHMMAHUA MEXKKY/1b-
TYPHOM KOMMYHMKaLmn. JanbHelwee n3ydyeHne NMHIBOCTPAHOBEAEHUA KaK AUCLMM-
JIHbI, PACCMATPMBAIOLLEN A3bIK U KyAbTypy B UX B3aMMOCBA3M, CTaBUT Lenb Gopmu-
POBAHMA M MOCTOAHHOFO COBEPLUEHCTBOBAHMA COLMOKY/IbTYPHOM KOMMNETEeHUUU B
npoLecce yCBOEHMA TUMUYHOIO COAEPMKAHMA HALMOHANbHOM KapTUHbI MUPa HOCUTe-
NA A3blKa, U3y4eHMA A3bIKOBbIX 3THOCNEUNPUYECKMX peanni, HaumoHaNbHbIX 0CObeH-
HOCTEWN COLMANbHOrO B3aMMOAEWCTBUA, HayYHO-UCCNes0BaTeNbCKMe 3a4a4mn oTbopa
JIMHIBOCTPAHOBEAYECKOro MaTepuMana B LEenax opraHn3aumm obydeHna MHOCTPaAHHbIM
A3bIKaM.

OCHOBHble peKkoMeHAaLMWM MO OpraHM3aLMM CaMOCTOATENIbHOMO W3y4yeHuA
cnepytouwme:

1. PaboTas c ayTEHTUYHbIMX MaTepuanamm, obpalLanTe BHUMaHWE He TONbKO Ha
COAEePIKaHNE, HO M Ha KOHTEKCT MCMO/Ib30BAHNA KyNbTYPHO-CNeLMPUIECKUX e ANHULL.

2. NHorpa 3HavyeHMe HAUMOHANbHO-KY/IbTYPHbIX A3bIKOBbIX €4MHUL, HE ncyep-
NbIBAETCA CNOBAPHbIM 3HayeHMemM. ObpalaliTe BHUMaHME Ha LUMPOKUIA KOHTEKCT MX
MCMNONb30BaHMA, BKAKOYALOLWMI CI0BOYyNOTpebaeHNe B ApYrnX TEKCTAX.

3. CuctemaTusmpyiite BHOBb M3y4YeHHble €AMHWLbI He TO/IbKO C TOYKM 3peHus
TEeMATUYECKOWN NPUHAANIEKHOCTU, HO U C TOUKM 3PEHUA rpynn STHOCNeUMPUYECKUX eANHUL,

4. ObpauLarite BHUMaHUE Ha KyNbTypHble 0COHEHHOCTM COUMaibHOro B3aMmo-
AENCTBMA, BKAOYAOLWME TUMUYHbIE MOLENM NOBEAEHUA B MOBCEAHEBHbIX CUTyaLMAX
obuweHus.

5. MpoBoanTe aHaNoOrMM ¢ POAHbLIM A3bIKOM M POAHOW KYyNbTypoO, yCBanBamTe

CTpaTernn npeacrasiaeHuA pOAHOﬁ Ky/QbTypbl CpeacTtBaMn MHOCTPAHHOTO A3blKa.
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